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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th
• The City of Gary Regular City 

Council meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, February 7th, 2023 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Gary City Hall 
Community Room. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14th
• The McDowell County 911 

Advisory Board Meeting will be 
on Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 
10:00 a.m. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact the office 
by calling 304-436-4106 for further 
information. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4th
• In honor of Women’s History 

Month, a dinner program will be 
held at the World War I Memorial 
Building in Kimball on Saturday, 
March 4th, 2023 from 2:00 p.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. Keynote speaker 
will be Judge G. Denise Deberry 
Brown. Register by February 24th, 
2023 by calling Clara Thompson at 
304-585-7789.

WELCH, W.Va. - Acclaimed 
historian and author Dr. William 
(Bill) H. Turner, author of The 
Harlan Renaissance: Stories of 
Black Life in Appalachian Coal 
Towns will give a presentation 
at the Jack Caffrey Arts and 
Cultural Center on Monday, 
February 6th, 2023 starting at 
6:00 p.m.Dr. Turner, the fifth 
of ten children, was born in 
1946 in the coal town of Lynch, 
Kentucky, in Harlan County. 
His grandfathers, father, four 
uncles and older brother were 
coal miners.

Bill has spent his professional 
career studying and working 
on behalf of marginalized 
communities, helping them 
create opportunities in the larger 
world while not abandoning 
their important cultural ties. He 
is best-known for his ground-
breaking research on African-
American communities in 
Appalachia, but Bill’s work is 

Black History Month: 
Dr. William H. Turner 
to Visit Welch

universal. As an academic and 
a consultant, he has studied 
economic systems and social 
structures in the urban South and 
burgeoning Latino communities 
in the Southwest. 

What he strives for on 
behalf of his clients and their 
communities is what we all 
want: prosperity, understanding 
and respect.

The event is free of charge 
and will feature remarks from 
the author, a book signing and 
refreshments for the audience. 

Today, Bill and his wife, 
Vivian – the retired President of 
the R.J. Reynolds Foundation in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. – live near 
their children and grandchildren 
in Houston.

While in West Virginia, Dr. 
Turner will also visit New 
River Community College and 
Bluefield State University as 
part of their 2023 Black History 
Month events. 

MCDOWELL COUNTY, 
W.Va. - As of January 24th, 
Guy Sutphin, former long time 
Principal of Kimball Elementary 
School, and McDowell County 
Special Olympics County 
Coordinator, is resigning his 
position. As a young educator 
in the County, Mr. Joe Gonzales 
recruited him to be Coordinator 
and that position has lasted over 
40 plus years, 14 of those years 
were from his current address 
in Ft. Chiswell, Virginia, just 
outside Wytheville. 

He and his wife Linda, also a 
former educator in the County, 
along with a dedicated core of 
leaders, have provided activities 
for many of McDowell’s very 
special people. Activities 
in Track & Field, Bocce, 
Basketball, Baggo, Turbo 
Throw, and Bowling on the local 
level, as well as many West 
Virginia State Competitions 
were often highlights in the 
lives of coaches, volunteers, and 
athletes. 

Guy Sutphin Resigns Special 
Olympics Program After 
Over 40 Years

“Many individuals, churches, 
and civic clubs have provided 
faithful support through the 
years. Many local businesses 
partnered with the program also. 
One of the main businesses was 
Goodson’s Supermarket, who 
allowed our workers to shop 
freely twice a year for anything 
we needed to have — snacks, 
fruit, water, etc. — as we traveled 
to Morgantown and Charleston 
for WV State Competitions,” 
said Sutphin. 

Another outstanding 
contribution came from the 
Welch vs. Gary Barrel Bowl, 
when the Special Olympics 
Program was selected as a 
recipient in 2018. 

“Even though our County is 
small, McDowell Countians 
always came through for our 
athletes, and our program’s 
needs were always met,” said 
Sutphin.

Guy took the time to recall 
other dedicated participants 
in the program, saying Nate 

Smith, Carolyn Graves, Naida 
Hayslette, Catrice Robinson, 
Cathy Hornick, Randall Wright 
and his wife Mildred, and Ellis 
Bryson were faithful, longtime 
coaches and volunteers. 

“Tim Anderson of Welch was 
often our local contact, after 
Guy’s retirement in 1999, and 
when he moved to Virginia in 
December of 2008.” 

Sutphin says it is with 
mixed feeling that he resigns, 
expressing his love for the 
athletes and the program, but 
age and distance have caught 
up with him and he’s ready to 
‘pass the torch’ to someone a bit 
younger. 

“I hope that they will see the 
value of the program and share 
my love for the athletes,” said 
Sutphin, feeling blessed after 
years of service. 

The Special Olympics 
Program will now be directed 
by the McDowell County Board 
of Education following his 
retirement. 

By Derek Tyson, 
The Welch News Editor

 WELCH, W.Va. – Opening 
Wednesday’s McDowell County 
Commission meeting was a 
public hearing concerning grant 
applications for water system 
upgrades in Bradshaw. 

The McDowell County Public 
Service District (PSD) and the 
Town of Bradshaw approached 
the County Commission about 
a potential water project that 
would upgrade the town’s water 
supply. 

With the project estimate 
being $2 million dollars, 
Region I Planning & 
Development Council 
suggested the Commission 
apply for a $1.6 million dollar 
grant from Appalachian 
Regional Commission (ARC) 
or WV Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The 
required amount of $400 
thousand would be covered 

Bradshaw Water Project, Donation 
Caps, Fire Dept. Funding Challenges 
Discussed by County Commission

by another application to the 
Bureau for Public Health 
Drinking Water Treatment 
Development fund. 

“The lines and the supply are 
very old,” said Commission 
President Cecil Patterson. “The 
PSD has a main water line 

running right through town 
now. The water supply is there, 
it’s just a pickup station and 
distribution lines.”

The project will continue 
serving the 65 residential and 

(continued on Page 2)

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

Dr. Ingrida Barker was sworn in as the next Superintendent of Schools before the McDowell County Board of Dr. Ingrida Barker was sworn in as the next Superintendent of Schools before the McDowell County Board of 
Education and current Superintendent Carolyn Falin on Tuesday last week. Dr. Barker will begin the position in Education and current Superintendent Carolyn Falin on Tuesday last week. Dr. Barker will begin the position in 
February. (Staff Photo)February. (Staff Photo)

By Josephine E. Moore, 
The Register-Herald

BECKLEY, W.Va. — The 
mother of Quantez Burks, whose 
son died on March 1 while 
incarcerated for less that 24 
hours at Southern Regional Jail, 
pleaded with West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice for answers during a 
town hall Thursday in Beckley.

While the dozens who packed 
the conference room at Tamarack 
were there to hear about the 
governor’s proposed plan to cut 
personal income taxes, Kimberly 
Burks said she was there to hold 
the state’s top man accountable 
for the injustice she believes her 
son suffered.

“I have not received a phone 
call from the state, from the 
police department or anybody 
acknowledging that something 
happened to my son at the 
(Southern Regional Jail),” Burks 
said to Justice after he opened up 

Mother Uses Beckley Town Hall Meeting to 
Confront Governor Justice Regarding Son’s 
Death in West Virginia’s Southern Regional Jail

the room to questions from the 
audience.

Burks said the state’s 
pathologist has stated that her 
son died of hypertensive cardiac 
arrest, which was ruled as a 
natural cause.

However, an independent 
autopsy conducted by the Burks 
family came to a different 
conclusion, Kimberly Burks 
said.

According to the family’s 
private autopsy, which was 
discussed by the family attorney 
at a press conference last year, 
Quantez Burks died of a heart 
attack after sustaining blunt 
force trauma to his body and 
fractured bones in his forearm 
and wrist.

Kimberly Burks went on to 
question why the state would 
not release the jail footage of her 
son’s death if he did in fact die of 
natural causes.

She also brought up the 
investigations conducted by the 
state into Southern Regional Jail 
(SRJ), which found no faults in 
the facility.

“The first investigation that 
they told you to do, you came 
back and said that they found 
nothing wrong at all,” Burks 
said.

“No, I didn’t, I didn’t say 
that,” Justice interjected quickly 
over Burks’ other remarks about 
the investigation. “I said that 
our Homeland Security people 
reported this back to me.”

“OK,” Burks said. “They 
reported it back to you and you 
made your statement that they 
found nothing wrong with the 
conditions of that jail. And that 
was a lie. A paper was leaked 
from the jail, saying what other 
things that was wrong within the 
jail.”

The leaked information 

Burks referred to is an internal 
email that was brought to light 
following the filing of a federal 
class action lawsuit against 
conditions at SRJ.

In the leaked internal email 
from November 2021, a 
correctional officer reports that 
more than a dozen cells either 
had no running water, no hot 
water, broken windows, broken 
toilets or leaking toilets.

The leaked email contradicts 
the report of the Department of 
Homeland Security investigation 
into SRJ eight months prior.

In his initial response to 
Kimberly Burks, Justice said 
he had already addressed her 
questions and concerns.

“I have addressed this 15 
different times,” Justice said. 
“... And I have absolutely said 
it and I’ll say it till I go to my 

(continued on Page 7)
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CITY OF GARY 
CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD

The filing period for the City of Gary upcoming munic-
ipal Primary Election for Tuesday, June 13, 2023 will be 

from January 19, 2023 to February 7, 2023. 

Candidates interested in running for City offices: May-
or, Recorder, Council at Large, Councilperson for Ward 

I, Ward II and Ward IV and Executive Committee 
Person Male and Female for each ward. 

You must come to City Hall Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. to file with the Recorder. 

NOW HIRING
The City of Gary is now 
taking applications for 

a General Laborer. 

Applications will be 
taken at Gary City Hall 
from 8 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m. Monday through 

Friday. 

Applicants must bring 
resume and must have a 

valid driver’s license. 

Applications will be 
accepted until 

February 1, 2023. 

4 commercial customers now 
but could be subject to future 
expansion. The Commission 
voted unanimously to move 
forward with the grant 
applications. 

Another public comment 
hearing was held last week 
about the exchange of Welch 
Community Hospital ownership. 
Plans for the long-term care 
facility was the first question to 
arise. 

Mark Simpson, CEO of 
Welch Community Hospital, 
said the facility is working with 
larger nursing homes to acquire 
the beds and once a contract is 
made, a public announcement 
will be made. 

“Obviously, families have a 
right to place them where they 
want or if they have a place 
that’s safe and secure for them 
to go, the families can take them 
home. That will be the options,” 
said Simpson. 

Another question was if 
current employees would retain 
their seniority. Karen Bowling, 
CEO and President of Princeton 
Community Hospital, said their 
years of employment would 
be carried over and they will 
also be connected with WVU 
benefits in the transition. 

“They may not have the exact 
same job but we’ve found most 
are happy to learn new skills,” 
said Bowling. 

COMMISSION 
CONSIDERS 

DONATION CAP
With looming debts 

and shrinking revenues, 
Commissioner Patterson 
proposed capping donations 
given to area sports activities. 

“We’ve given a lot of money 
to sports teams, through the 
Hotel Motel Tax. We found out 
we can’t do that but we still 
want to help our kids the best 
we can. There’s a looming debt 
in this county with the jail bill, 
there’s always a budget shortfall 
every year. Our revenues are 
probably going to decrease 
by $200 thousand. We need to 
backfill our budget by $600 or 
$700 thousand dollars just to 
keep things running as they are 
now,” said Patterson. 

“Is it time to look at putting 
a cap on what we donate? 
From now on, what we donate 
will come out of the fund that 
we operate the county. Is that 

something we need to look at,” 
continued Patterson. 

Commissioner Michael 
Brooks felt they would have to 
impose a cap, especially after a 
recent donation appeared to be 
misused. 

“We had a couple complaints 
on one individual that was given 
money. From what the public has 
said, that individual acted like 
they were taking 30 kids from 
our county to an event and when 
it was all said and done, it wasn’t 
any kids but their child. If that’s 
the case, it was misrepresented 
to this Commission and not only 
was it deceitful, it was probably 
felonious,” said Brooks. 

County Administrator 
Jennifer Wimmer questioned if 
Prosecuting Attorney Brittany 
Puckett could look into the 
matter, as she had still not 
received receipts. 

“Is this the Football Camp in 
Florida,” asked Puckett. 

“Yes. There have been several 
make comments that the only 
people that went to the event 
was the individual’s child and 
his ex-wife,” said Brooks. 

Puckett advised the 
Commission to add their 
donation cap to next meeting 
agenda, and perhaps request all 
school-related activity requests 
be sent to the Commission by a 
deadline each year. 

 
FIRE DEPT FUTURES 

UNCERTAIN
Recently the State Fire 

Marshal’s Office held a meeting 
with local Fire Departments, 
seeking to generate more 
membership and improve 
services. 

Jimmy Gianato said the 
biggest complaint from the 
group was retaining volunteer 
firefighters and the struggle to 
replace the ones that have left. 

“A lot of it is due to some of 
the training requirements and 
the availability of it. It used to 
be free but now everyone has to 
pay for it. Every fire department 
has the same problem, we can’t 
find volunteers that want to 
go through 120 hours of basic 
training to be a volunteer and 

that a lot of the money comes 
out of your own pocket,” said 
Gianato. 

Commissioner Brooks said 
that while legislative mandate 
has added to the workload for 
volunteer fire departments, ‘the 
finances have never changed.’ 

“Each department gets a 
very minimal amount from the 
State,” said Brooks. 

Another issue is when a fire 
department closes, the funding 
once available for that area 
is taken by the state to be first 
divided amongst 55 counties and 
what’s left is split amongst each 
fire department in McDowell 
County.

“They did it the same way in 
Panther when Paul took over the 
Panther Fire Dept. to maintain 
that substation. Instead of Paul 
and Iaeger being able to obtain 
the same funding that Panther 
got, the State took it. Then Paul 
had to operate both facilities 
under that $42,000 umbrella,” 
said Brooks. 

“More responsibility and 
less funds,” said Commissioner 
Cody Estep. 

On top of frozen budgets, 
the workload for local fire 
departments has also been 
increasing. 

“Fire Departments in this 
county ran over 400 medical 
based calls last year. Calls when 
an ambulance wasn’t available 
and the fire department were 
the first responders. We’re 
getting wore out almost daily to 
send people out to help,” said 
Gianato. 

 Even though the members 
are volunteers, Gianato said 
workers compensation, fuel and 
other expenses are still required 
to be paid.

Another workload the 
departments must bear are the 
numerous search and rescue 
calls for riders on the Hatfield-
McCoy Trail System. Having 
approached the Hatfield-McCoy 
Regional Recreation Authority 
for help acquiring equipment for 
trail response, Gianato said he 

was told to go the Commission 
and request Hotel-Motel Tax 
money instead. 

“When a fire department was 
first started, it was to put out a 
house fire and the occasional 
car fire. Now as Michael said, 
you’re doing lift assists. You’re 
doing search and rescue calls. 
You’re cutting trees out of the 
road, whatever the hell they 
want you to do. Whatever they 
can legislate you to do, but 
they’re not giving you anymore 
money,” said Patterson. 

“I’m for the Hatfield McCoy 
Trails, that’s how we help these 
kids. But here’s the thing, it 
don’t do anything but cost you 
money and the County money. 
But it helps businesses and 
renters so it’s a benefit, just 
not in the tax department. They 
need to pony up some funds but 
you have to have something to 
present,” continued Patterson. 

Patterson asked if the 
Commission could help push 
the issue on a legislative 
level, especially while the 
state legislature is currently in 
session. 

 “Some bills were introduced 
to reallocate some money. It 
would give each department 
$30,000 a year, help with 
training expenses and help 
with retention and recruitment. 
The problem is the legislature 

doesn’t care about it. It will 
move from one and die in the 
next,” said Gianato.

Amidst bleak financial 
forecasts, Patterson questioned 
what would happen if a volunteer 
fire department folded. 

“You see what other 
departments are around it and 
see if they will pick up the slack, 
but they don’t have to accept it,” 
said Gianato. 

Bradshaw Water Project, Donation Caps, Fire Dept. 
Funding Challenges Discussed by County Commission

(continued from Front page)

MCDOWELL COUNTY, 
W.Va. - Tug River Healthcare 
Association invites the public 
to join them in National Wear 
Red Day for Heart Health. 

February 3, 2023 is National 

Tug River Health Association 
Invites Public to Wear Red 
for Heart Health

Wear Red Day for Heart 
Health. Aside from matters 
of the heart, TRHA will also 
be offering COVID vaccine/
booster awareness. 

“Stop by any of our Centers 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– The West Virginia 
Department of Health and 
Human Resources (DHHR), 
Bureau for Family Assistance 
is reminding residents 
receiving Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits that the last 
issuance of COVID-19 SNAP 
Emergency Allotments (EA) 
will be in February 2023 due to 
the funding being discontinued 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Since April 2020, DHHR 
has issued SNAP EA which 
increased the household’s 
monthly SNAP benefit to the 
maximum benefit allowable 
by the U.S. Department of 

DHHR Reminds Residents that SNAP Emergency 
Allotments are Ending in March

Agriculture. Effective March 
1, 2023, monthly SNAP 
benefits will return to the 
pre-COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency level and will again 
be based on the household’s 
income, assets, household size 
and other non-financial factors. 

Each SNAP household will 
receive a letter from DHHR 
notifying them of this change 
and provide direction on any 
questions they may have.

“We were pleased to be 
able to provide this extra 
assistance during the Public 
Health Emergency to combat 
hunger,” said Janie Cole, 
Interim Commissioner of 
DHHR’s Bureau for Family 
Assistance. “We encourage 

SNAP recipients to begin 
today to budget their family’s 
benefits in preparation for this 

from January 30th through 
February 3rd to register for a 
heart healthy gift basket,” said 
TRHA officials.

The drawing will be held on 
February 3rd, 2023. 

benefit change.”
Questions related to SNAP 

may be directed to DHHR’s 

Office of Constituent Services 
at 1-877-716-1212 or a local 
DHHR office.
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� is Week in 
West Virginia History

TUG RIVER 
MEDICAL 
CENTER

New Patients Welcome

 At Gary - Family Medicine
Adults and Children

Check-ups, Well Visits, Prescription Re� lls, Manage-
ment of Diabetes, High Blood Pressure and Cholester-
ol, to name a few. Scheduled and Urgent Care Visits 
available. 

Call or sign-in by 2 p.m. and be seen that day!.
Call Gary: 304-448-2101

January 25, 2023
Charleston WV – The follow-

ing events happened on these 
dates in West Virginia history. To 
read more, go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Feb. 1, 1832: Education re-
former Alexander Luark Wade 
was born. Wade reorganized ru-
ral Monongalia County schools 
to require progress through eight 
prescribed levels with a graduat-
ing exercise and receipt of a di-
ploma. Wade’s system worked so 
well it was copied in other coun-
ties and states.

Feb. 1, 1901: Frank Buckles, 
the last known American veteran 
of World War I, was born in Mis-
souri. Buckles purchased a farm 
in Charles Town in 1954 and con-
tinued to live there until his death 
in 2011.

Feb. 2, 1908: Justice Marion 
Chambers was born in Hunting-
ton. Chambers was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his actions in 
the World War II Iwo Jima cam-
paign in February 1945.

Feb. 3, 1825: Confederate 
General William Lowther Jack-
son was born in Clarksburg. He 
was one of at least three South-
ern offi cers to bear the nickname 
“Mudwall.” 

Feb. 3, 1845: Gilmer County, 
located in the heart of West Vir-
ginia, was established from parts 
of Kanawha and Lewis counties. 
It was named for Thomas W. 
Gilmer, a governor of Virginia.

Feb. 3, 1923: Broadcast an-
nouncer Jack Fleming was born 
in Morgantown. He was the long-

time “Voice of the Mountain-
eers.”

Feb. 3, 1961: The West Vir-
ginia legislature passed a resolu-
tion adopting “The West Virginia 
Hills” as an offi cial state song. 
“The West Virginia Hills” is the 
best-known of four offi cial state 
songs.

Feb. 4, 1845: Doddridge Coun-
ty was formed from parts of Har-
rison, Lewis, Ritchie, and Tyler 
counties. It was named for Philip 
Doddridge, a Western Virginia 
congressman, state legislator, and 
member of the Virginia Constitu-
tional Convention of 1829–30.

Feb. 4, 1945: The hotel at Min-
nehaha Springs was destroyed by 
fi re. Built in 1914, it was the fi rst 
facility in Pocahontas County 
built strictly for the tourist busi-
ness and was a forerunner of to-
day’s local tourism economy.

Feb. 5, 1889: Fiddler and self-
taught physician James Franklin 
“Doc” White was born near Ivy-
dale, Clay County. White served 
the community as doctor, dentist 
and midwife, delivering more 
than 1,800 babies.

Feb. 5, 1890: Coach Eli Cam-
den “Cam” Henderson was born 
in Joetown, Marion County. He is 
a revered fi gure in Marshall Uni-
versity sports history.

Feb. 5, 1941: Actor David 
Lynn Selby was born in Mor-
gantown. His stage and screen 
credits include the outdoor drama 
Honey in the Rock, and the tele-
vision shows Falcon Crest and 
Dark Shadows.

Feb. 6, 1882: Poet Anne Spen-
cer was born Annie Bethel Ban-

nister in Henry County, Virgin-
ia. In 1886, she and her mother 
moved to Bramwell, where she 
spent most of her childhood and 
adolescent years.

Feb. 6, 2007: Selva Lewis 
“Lew” Burdette, a native of Ni-
tro, died in Florida. Burdette 
was an outstanding major league 
baseball player who spent most 
of his career with the Milwaukee 
Braves. In 18 major league sea-
sons, he won 203 games and lost 
144.

Feb. 7, 1867: West Virginia 
University was established by 
an act of the West Virginia leg-
islature. The college, originally 
called the Agricultural College of 
West Virginia, opened its doors in 
September 1867. 

Feb. 7, 1889: Nell Elizabeth 
“Pistol Nell” Walker was born at 
Sewell Mountain. Known as the 
“First Lady” of Fayette County, 
she served 12 terms as a member 
of the House of Delegates.

In Loving 
Memory

Florence Lawson
Eighteen years ago my dearest 

Mother went away.
A million times I’ve needed you.

A million tears I’ve cried,
If love could have saved you, 
You never would have died.

In life I loved you dearly.
In Death I love you still.

In my heart You hold a place 
no one will fill.

It broke my heart to lose you,
But you didn’t go alone.

Part of me went with you.
The day God called you home.

Forever loved and sadly 

missed.

-Your Daughter.

CHARLES 
DONALD VANOVER

Charles Donald Vanover, 75, 
of Avondale, WV passed away 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023, at his 
residence.

Charles was born July 29, 
1947 in Iaeger, WV, a son of the 
late Hugh and Judy Mae Taylor 
Vanover.  He was a former ma-
chine operator at the Georgia Pa-
cifi c Saw Mill.  

In addition to his parents 
Charles was preceded in death 
by one sister, Unice Reed, and 
four brothers, his twin, Ronald 
Vanover, Harless Vanover, Dave 
“Major” Vanover and Clell “Bo” 
Vanover.

Survivors include one son, 
Charles Ray Vanover of the 
home; three sisters, Irma Run-
yon of Panther, Chloe Vanover 
and Larry of Bland, VA, and Sue 
Ball and Bill of Gary, WV; one 
brother, Hiram Vanover of Pan-
ther, WV; a special niece, Sandra 
Justice of Roderfi eld; numerous 
additional nieces and nephews; 
and a special friend, Michael 
Blankenship and Lenore of 
Grapevine, WV.

In honoring the wishes of the 
deceased his body has been cre-
mated and there will be no ser-
vices.

Fanning Funeral Home in Iae-
ger is assisting the family.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family at fanningfu-
neralhomes.com

LEVI CANNADAY SR. 
Levi Cannaday Sr., age 71, 

who resided in Northfork, WV; 
formerly of Keystone, WV, de-
parted this life on Saturday, Jan-
uary 21, 2023 in Welch Com-
munity Hospital.  He was born 
in Welch, WV on the 19th day 
of November, 1951 and was the 
fourth of fi ve sons born to Thom-
as L. and Beatrice (Fields) Can-
naday.  Levi was a 1969 Grad-
uate of Northfork High School 
and had completed two years of 
College.  He was a Veteran of the 
United States Army.  While living 
in Washington, DC, he was em-
ployed as a Correctional Offi cer.  
After returning to West Virginia, 
he was employed at the Stevens 
Correctional Center as a Correc-
tional Offi cer, and retired as a 
"CO II" at the McDowell Coun-
ty Holding Unit both located in 
Welch.  He attended First Baptist 
Church in Northfork, WV.  Levi 
enjoyed listening to the "Oldies 
but Goodies" music in his leisure 
time.   

In addition to his parents, 
Thomas L. and Beatrice, he was 
preceded in death by three of his 
brothers:  Johnny, Charles and 
Thomas.  

Levi is survived by and 

CONNIE SUE ADDAIR
Connie Sue Addair, 63, of 

Atwell, WV went home to be 
with the Lord, surrounded by 
her family Monday, January 23, 
2023, at Clinch Valley Medical 
Center in Richlands, VA.

Connie was born May 13, 1959 
in Iaeger, WV, a daughter of the 
late Noah Crockett and Nora Un-
derwood Short. She was a mem-
ber of the Mt. Carmel Church of 
Christ for 40 plus years.  Connie 
was a former Department Head 
at Magic Mart in Welch, WV. She 
was a homemaker, a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother.  She 
enjoyed cooking, sewing, gar-
dening and watching the Golden 
Girls. 

In addition to her parents Con-
nie was preceded in death by a 
sister, Barbara Lowe and a very 
special and precious aunt and un-
cle, J and Velvie Deskins.

Survivors include her husband 
of 29 years, Donald Addair of the 
home; one daughter Angela Ste-
vens of Pigeon Forge, TN; one 
son, Freddie Lowe II and wife 
Angela Jo of Weston, WV; three 
grandchildren, Hannah Stevens 
of Pigeon Forge, TN, Ariella 
Lowe and Jackson Lowe both of 
Weston, WV; one sister, Brenda 
Baker and special brother Jerry 
Baker of Atwell, WV; one broth-
er-in-law, Doug Lowe of Atwell, 
WV; a sister of the heart, Linda 
Jones of War, WV; two special 
nephews Doug Lowe and wife 
Sandy of Lexington, NC and 
Jimmy Baker and wife Dakota of 
Hendersonville, TN; numerous 
nieces, nephews, great nieces and 
great nephews.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted Monday, January 30, 
2023 at 11 o’clock with Reverend 
Douglas Lowe, Reverend Merle 
Pruitt, and Elder Fred Bailey of-
fi ciating at Mt. Carmel Church of 

Christ at Atwell, WV.  Burial will 
follow in the Atwell/Edgell Cem-
etery at Atwell, WV.  Family and 
friends will serve as pallbearers.

Friends may visit with the fam-
ily Sunday evening January 29, 
2023 after 6 o’clock at the Mt. 
Carmel Church of Christ where 
evening services will be held at 
7 o’clock.

Fanning Funeral Home in Iae-
ger is assisting the family.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family at fanningfu-
neralhomes.com

leaves cherished memories as be-
ing "the most wonderful man in 
the world" to his wife, Aleto Jo 
Riley; he was "their hero and 
the coolest man known" to his 
children:  Levi (Crystal) Canna-
day Jr., of Lexington Park, MD, 
Janeen (Elder Fred) McRae and 
Lenard (Sabrina) Cannaday both 
of Allentown, PA; his step-chil-
dren:  Stephney Riley of Alex-
andria, VA, Eric (Jada) Riley of 
Bluefi eld, WV, Jonja Brunson 
(deceased), Apollonia Lamp-
kin and William A. Lampkin 
Jr., all of Washington, DC; his 
only surviving brother, Michael 
Cannaday of North Wilkesboro, 
NC and a host of grand and 
great-grandchildren; many other 
family members, loved ones and 
friends.  

Levi Cannaday Sr.'s, Celebra-
tion of Life Service will be held 
at 12:00 noon on Saturday, Jan-
uary 28, 2023 at the First Bap-
tist Church 123 E. Barker Street 
in Northfork, WV with the Rev-
erend Eugene Watson offi ciat-
ing, assisted by the Elder Fred 
McRae and the Reverend Shelia 
Smith.  Levi's Family and Friends 
will serve as both pallbearers and 
fl ower bearers.  Visitation will 
begin at 11:00 AM at the Church.  
Military Rites will be conduct-
ed by the Mercer County Hon-
or Guard.  Services entrusted to 
Gregory-Page Funeral Home in 
Welch.   

Obits Continued on Page 5

REV. TONY BRESCIA
Rev. Tony Brescia, 93, went 

to be with the Lord on Friday, 
January 20, 2023, at his home in 
Forest, Virginia. He was a minis-
ter with the Pentecostal Holiness 
Church in the Appalachian Con-
ference in Virginia. Tony was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Nicola and Mariantonia Brescia.

Survivors include his loving 
wife of 63 years Drema Hill 
Brescia; son and daughter-in-law, 
Nick and Marcy Brescia; daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Tanya and 
Steve Dobler; 6 grandchildren, 
Susanna, Olivia, and Francesca 
Lucille Brescia, Leah Peterson 
(Jarrod), Melody Schmoyer (Da-
vid), and Galyn Damiani (Joel); 
6 great grandchildren, Nathan, 
Caleb and Ella Schmoyer, and 
Claire, Reese and Brooke Peter-
son; and many other relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 10 until 11 a.m. on Friday, 
February 3, 2023, at Compassion 
Church in Radford. Funeral ser-
vices will begin at 11 a.m. with 
Pastor Mike Dotson and Pastor 
Ray Kingrea offi ciating. Inter-
ment will follow in the South-
west Virginia Veterans Cemetery 
in Dublin.

In lieu of fl owers, please con-
sider contributions to Tree of Life 
Ministries – Homeless Ministry, 
2812 Greenview Dr., Lynchburg, 
VA 24502 or online at www.tolm.
net (select give – other fund – 
homeless ministry)

The Brescia family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 

www.mullinsfuneralhome.com

ULIS GRANT MULLINS
Ulis Grant Mullins, 95, of Ray-

sal, WV, passed away Tuesday, 
January 24, 2023, at Clinch Val-
ley Medical Center in Richlands, 
VA.

Ulis was born August 15, 1927 
in Jolo, WV, a son of the late Tom 
and Belle Rowe Mullins.  Ulis 
was a retired coal miner, a mem-
ber of the UMWA and president 
of a UMWA Local.  Ulis was also 
a United States Army Veteran and 
a Pastor of the Oak Grove Church 
of Christ.

In addition to his parents, Ulis 
was preceded in death by his fi rst 
wife of 48 years, Mary Elizabeth 
Marshall Mullins; one son Ralph 
Mullins, daughter-in-law, Brooke 
Mullins, son-in-law, Roger Gar-
rett, four sisters, Goldie Sexton, 
Nora Johnson, Elva Malone, and 
Dixie Christian; and three broth-
ers, Andy, Jesse, and Lonnie 
Mullins.

Survivors include his wife, 
Susie Cooper Mullins of the 
home; two sons, Wesley Mull-
ins and wife Kimberly of Leb-
anon, VA and Steven Mullins 
of Glade Spring, VA; daughter, 
Debbie Garrett of Lebanon, VA; 
fi ve grandchildren, Chris Garrett, 
Keylin Mullins, Maeghyn Mul-
lins, Cade Mullins and Nathan 
Mullins; several great grandchil-
dren; one sister, Janie Arrington 
of White Pine, TN; and one 
brother, Steve Mullins of Raysal, 
WV.

 Funeral services will be con-
ducted Saturday, January 28, 
2023 at 11:30 a.m. with Reverend 
Jimmy Kelly offi ciating at the 
Chapel of Fanning Funeral Home 
in Iaeger, WV. Burial will follow 
in the Tom Mullins Cemetery at 
Paddle Fork near Raysal, WV.  
Family and friends will serve as 
pallbearers.

Fanning Funeral Home in Iae-
ger is assisting the family.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family at fanningfu-
neralhomes.com
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ADVENT CHRISTIAN

•Indian Creek Seventh-Day Adventist, Rt. 
16, Welch-Pineville Rd. - Pastor, Tom Hughes. 
Service - Sat. Sabbath School 10 a.m., Worship 
Service 11 a.m.

•East War Advent Christian Church, Cove 
Section War - Pastor, Dan Cyphers, Jr. Service - 
Sun. School 10 a.m., Sun. Night Worship 6 p.m..

•Newhall Advent Christian, Newhall- Pastor, 
Henry Spence.  Service - Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Morning Worship 11:15 a.m. (2nd and 4th Sun.)

BAPTIST
•Little Vine Baptist Church, Rt. 52, Superior 

- Pastor, Elder Alvin M. Belcher. Service - 
Sunday Morning 11 a.m., Tue. Youth 6 p.m., 
Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m.

•Lovely Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 
Vivian - Services are Rev. Robert Johnson with 
Sun. School at 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship is 
at 11:30 a.m.

•St. James Missionary Baptist Church, Court 
St., Welch - Pastor Rev. George Masterson. 
Service, Sun. School 9:30 a.m. Morning 
worship 11 a.m. Tue. prayer meeting 5 p.m. 
Missionary meeting 2 p.m.

•Raysal Freewill Baptist Church, Raysal - 
Pastor, Herman Day. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., Wed. Night 7 
p.m.

•Second Missionary Baptist Church, Caretta - 
Pastor, Rev. Joseph Moore. Service - (1st and 
3rd Sun.) Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Church Service 
11:15 a.m.

•Big Jenny Freewill Baptist Church, Big Jenny 
- Pastor, Carl Cline. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m., Sun. Night 7 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m.

•Mt. Chapel Missionary  Baptist Church, 
Keystone Rev. Kenneth Brown is currently 
speaking. Service - Sun. School 9:30 a.m. Sun. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Wed. night Mid-
Week Prayer Service & Bible Study, and Holy 
Communion every First Sun.

•Upland  Baptist Church, Upland - Rev. Dane 
Moore, Pastor.  Sun. Service 11:15 a.m. Wed. 
Service 6 p.m.

•Emmanuel Baptist Church, War - Pastor Rev. 
Spencer Oxford. Service - Sun. School 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Evening Worship 7 
p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m. 

•Canebrake Freewill Baptist, Canebrake - 
Pastor Darrell Long. Service -Sun. School 10 
a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. Night Service 7 
p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Rock Hill Missionary Baptist Church, Gary 
- Service - Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Wed. Service 6 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study 7 p.m.  Holy 
Communion every first Sun.

•Newlife Southern Baptist Chapel, Welch - 
Pastor Donald Dinger. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m. Morning worship 11 a.m. Wed. prayer and 
Bible study 7 p.m.

•Panther Missionary Baptist Church, Panther 
- Pastor, Steven Shumate. Service - Sun. School 
11 a.m. Regular Service 12 p.m.

•First Baptist Church, Keystone - Pastor, John 
Sprouse.  Service-Sun. School 10 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Wed. Bible Study 2 p.m.

•First Baptist Church, Welch-Pastor, Clay 
Phillips Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning Service 
11:00 a.m. Evening Service 7:00 p.m. Tue. 
evening Bible study 7 p.m. 

•First Baptist Church, Northfork-Worship 
service Sun. morning 11 a.m. Pastor Eugene 
Watson.

•Havaco Temple Baptist-Sun. School 10 a.m. 
Worship 11:30. Rev. Kenneth Orr.

•Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, Thorpe - 
Pastor, Rev. Nathaniel E. Burroughs. Service - 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

•First Missionary Baptist Church, Kimball - 
Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship 11:15 
a.m.

CATHOLIC
•St. Peter, Welch - Mass, Sun. 9 a.m. 436-2014 
•Our Lady of Victory, Gary - No regular Mass. 

Call 304-436-2014 for schedules.
•Christ The King, War - No regular Mass. Call 

304-436-2014 for schedules.
•Sacred Heart, Powhatan - Mass, Sun. 11:30 

a.m. 304-862-3494
•Holy Cross Mission in Pineville. 3 p.m on 

Sundays. First Sunday Mass, the rest are prayer 
services. 

•Bradshaw Church Of God, Bradshaw-Pastor 
Rev. Bobby Carter Sun. School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Evening 6:30 
p.m. Wed. Evening 7 p.m. 

•Capels Church Of God, Capels -Pastor 
Kenneth Felts Sun. School 10 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 6 p.m. Wed. Night 
7 p.m. 

•Endwell Church Of God-Pastor Phil Akers. 
Sun. School 10 a.m. Sun. night 6:30 p.m. Tues. 
7 p.m.

•Central Avenue Church Of God - Pastor, Tim 
Akers. Sun. School at 9:45 a.m. Sun. Night 
Service at 6 p.m. Wed. Night at 7 p.m.

•Iaeger Church Of God-Pastor Don Morgan, 
Sun. school at 10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. 
Sun. Night 6:30 p.m. Wed. Night 6:30 p.m.

•Church Of God, War -  Pastor, Rev. Leroy 
Richards. Service - Sun. School at 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Children’s Church 
11:30 a.m. Evening Worship 6:30 p.m. Wed., 
Family Training hour; Pioneers Boys Club; 
Girls Club 7p.m. 

•Wilcoe Church Of God, Wilcoe - Pastor, 
Dale Sharp. Service - Sun. School at 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun. Night 6 p.m., 
Wed. Night 6:30 p.m.

•Miracle Mt. Carmel Holiness Church Of 
God, Kimball - Service - Sun. School 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11:30 a.m. Mon. Choir 
Practice 7 p.m., Tue.Pastor Anthony Blair.

 •Missionary Meeting 7 p.m. Wed. Prayer 
Service/Bible Study 7 p.m. Every other Thur. 
Young People’s Holiness Association and 
Educational Meeting 7 p.m.

•Keystone Church Of God Worship Center- 
Keystone- Pastor Bill Belcher, Thur. Night 
Service 7 p.m. Sun. School 10a.m. and Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 7 p.m.

•First Church Of God-Three Forks-Pastor 
Jimmy Allen, Asst. Pastor, Tommy Jenks. 
Services Thurs. at 7 p.m., and Sun. at 1:00 p.m.

•Atwell Church of God - Atwell - Pastor 
Jimmie Schrader. Sun., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Tues., Night 7 p.m. 

METHODIST
•First United Methodist Church,Virginia 

Avenue and Bridge Street  Welch, WV 24801- 
Brad Davis, Pastor. Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship at 11 a.m.

•Thorpe United Methodist Church, Thorpe, 
WV 24888 Bill Crawford, Pastor. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

•Hemphill United Methodist Church, 
Hemphill - Rev. Olen Butcher-Winfree Pastor, 
Worship: Sun. @ 9 a.m., Sun. School @ 10 a.m.

•Coalwood United Methodist Church, 
Coalwood - Pastor, Ed Todd. Service at 11 a.m.

•Premier United Methodist Church, Premier, 
WV 24878 - Ed Todd, Pastor Service - Morning 
Worship 9:30 a.m.

•Houston United Methodist Church,  Kimball 
- Pastor, Ken Evans. Worship 11 a.m. 

•Mt. Zion AME- Sun. Service on the 1st and 
3rd Sun., Sun. School at 10 a.m. and Morning 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. Any questions 
call 585-7962. 

•Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church-
Jenkinjones-Rev. Justina Young, Pastor. 1st & 
3rd Thurs, Prayer service/bible studies. 1st & 
3rd Sun.-Sun. School at 10:45 a.m. Morning 
Worship at11:30 a.m.

•Iaeger first United Methodist Church - Pastor 
Bob & Linda McKinney. Sun. School 10 a.m., 
Worship Service Sun. 11 a.m., Bible Study 
Tues. 6 p.m., on 2nd. Sun. each month @ 7 p.m. 
Ladies Margaret Harman Circle, 4th Thur., each 
month @ 6 p.m., is Men’s fellowship.

•Court Street United Methodist Church, Court 
Street, Welch, WV 24801. Rev. Olen Butcher-
Winfree, Pastor. Morning Worship at 10 a.m.

PENTECOSTAL
•Coalwood Pentecostal Holiness Church, 

Coalwood - Pastor Gene “Ringo” Kirk. Service-
Sun. School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m. 
Sun. Evening Worship 6 p.m. Wed. Night 6 p.m.

•Premier Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Premier - Pastor, Randall Dority. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m. Sun. 
Evening Worship 6 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m.

•Trinity Temple Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Welch - Pastor Dan Pruitt. Service-Sun. School 
10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., Evening 
Worship 7 p.m., Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Pentecostal Christian Center, Berwind - 
Pastor, Randy Campbell. Service - Sun. 1 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m.

•Mohegan Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Mohegan - Pastor, Billy Daniels. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11:15 a.m., 
Sun. Night 7 p.m., Thur., Youth & Worship 7 
p.m.

•Gary Pentecoastal Holiness Church, Gary 
- Pastor, Rev. Richard Sturgell. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. Night 
Worship 7 p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Roderfield Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Roderfield - Pastor, Lacy Griffith. Services-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Sun. and Wed. Night Service 7 
p.m. Youth meetings, Wed. 7 p.m.  

•Big Four Pentecostal Holiness Church, Big 
Four-Pastor, Rev. Larry Buckland. Service-
Sun. School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., 
Night Worship 7 p.m.. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Welch Pentecostal Church Of God, Jr. Poca-
Sun. School 10 a.m. Sun. night 6:30 p.m. Wed. 
6:30 p.m. Pastors: Rev. Cruz & Lucille Soto.       

•Twin Branch Pentecostal Trinity Assembly 
Church, Twin Branch-Pastor Stephen Walker 
Sr., Assistant Pastor-Melissa Craft Sun. School 
10:30 a.m., Sun. Evening 6:30 p.m. Wed. 
evenings 7 p.m. 

•Harvest Center Ministries, Welch-Pineville 
Rd., Pastor, Michael Brooks. Sun. School at 
12:00, Worship service 1:00 p.m., Thur. night 
Prayer Service  at 7:00 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

•Anderson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Stewart St. -Service-Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. School 10:40 a.m., Tue. prayer meeting 2 
p.m. 

First Presbyterian, Virginia Ave. - Service - 
Sun. Worship 11 a.m.

OTHERS
•Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints, 

Stadium Dr. Jr. Poca, Welch. Sunday Services - 
Sacrament Meeting at 10 a.m.

•Abundant Life Ministry Church Maybeury 
- Pastor Roger L. Walton, Service-Sun. Morn. 
Worship 11 a.m. Church School-10 a.m. Wed. 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m. Bible Study 7 p.m.

•Midway Shilo  Temple, Keystone-Pastor, 
Elder Lester, Turner, Sr., Service - Prayer 
Service 9:30 a.m.. SS 10 a.m.. Sun. Worship 
11 a.m.. Sun. Evening  Service 6 p.m. 
Transportation  Call 862-2202..

•God’s Lighthouse Trinity Church, Iaeger - 
Pastor, Joe Harless. Sun. School 10:30, Sun. 
Night 7 p.m. Bible Study Tues. 7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting Thurs 7p.m.

•Bethel Assembly Of God, Vivian - Pastor, 
Martha Dalton. Sunday school 10 a.m. Morning 
worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 6 p.m. Wed. Bible 
Study 7 p.m.

•Livelystone Church - Pastor Roger Hicks. 
Sun. evening 7 p.m. Thur. evening 7 p.m. 
Communion once per month.

•Old Fashion Full Gospel, Northfork - Pastor, 
Harold Simpson.  Sun.10 a.m. Sunday night 7 
p.m. Wed. night 7 p.m. 

•Springs Of Life Tabernacle, Newhall - Pastor, 
Mary Osborne. Sun. 7 p.m. Thurs. 7 p.m.

•Healing Water Full Gospel Church, 
Roderfield - Co-Pastors Lee Bouling and Grady 
May. Wed. 7 p.m. Sat. 7:30 p.m.

•United Christian Church - Anawalt -  Pastor, 
Elder Irene Witten. Sun. Worship  Service 11 
a.m. .

•Raysal Church Of The Living God- Pastor, 
Rev. Alice Rose. Sunday School 10 a.m. Sun. 
Night Worship 7 p.m. Wed. Night Worship 7 
p.m.

•Havaco Community Church, Havaco Bottom 
- Pastor, Dean Hatfield. Sun. School 10a.m. 
Sun. Worship 6 p.m. PS Tues. 10a.m. Ladies 
Meeting 2nd Wed. of month 6p.m. Thurs. WS 
6p.m.

•Roderfield Community Church, Roderfield - 
Pastor Marlene Reed. Service - Saturday 6 p.m., 
Sun. 1 p.m.

•Ark Of Safety Church, Roderfield  - Pastor, 
Gene Ball. Service - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun.Night 7 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m.

•Iaeger Church Of Christ- Evangelist Kevin 
Blankenship Sun. Morning Bible Study 10 a.m. 
Services at 11 a.m. 

•Community Church Of Lex, Bradshaw - 
Pastor, Dillard Atwell.  Service - 7 p.m. Mon. 
and Fri.

•Asco Community Church, Asco-Pastor, 
Keith Milam- Sunday School 11 a.m. Sunday 
Morning Worship 12 noon, Sun. Evening 
Worship 7 p.m., Tue. Evening Prayer 7 p.m. 
Wed. Evening Service 7 p.m., Fri. Evening 
Youth 7 p.m. 

•Mile Branch Community Church-Pastor, 
Rev. Ronnie Bowles. Service nights; Tue. and 
Sat. at 7 p.m. 

•Roderfield Christian Church, Roderfield - 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Communion 11 a.m.

•House Of Gethesmane, Iaeger-Panther Road 
-  Pastor, Rev. Wayne Hunt. Service - Sat. 7:30 
p.m. 

•Highknob Church Of The Living God 
- Pastor, Lewis Kennedy.  Service - Sun., 
Morning 11 a.m., Tue. 7 p.m.

•Trinity Assembly, English Road, English 
- Pastors, Charlie and Cathy Barker. Service - 
Sun. 11 a.m., 7 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.

•First Church Nazarene-Riverside Drive-
Pastor Virgil Green. Sun. School 10 a.m. Morn. 
Worship: 11 a.m. Sun. eve. 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.

•Avondale Christian Church, Ritter Hollow - 
Pastor, Robert J. Steele. Service - Sun. Morning 
11 a.m. Thur. Bible Study 7 p.m.

•Full Gospel Open Bible Church, Hemphill - 
Pastor, Rev. Charles Cox. Service - Sun. School 
10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun. night 6 
p.m., Wed. and Fri. night 7 p.m.

•Living Bread And Water Fellowship - Squire 
- Service Tues. & Sat. 7 p.m.

•Temple Of Deliverance United Holy Church-
Landgraff-Pastor Elder, Larry D. Martin, Sun. 
School 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship 11:30 a.m. 
Prayer Service Wed. 6 p.m. Bible Study Wed. 
7p.m. Y.P.H.A. Friday 6 p.m.

•Open Arm Ministries - Bradshaw - Sun. 
School 10:30 a.m. Morning Service 11:00 a.m. 
Sun. evening 7:00 p.m. Thur. Evening 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor James McClanahan Jr.

•Royal Kingdom Ministries, Capels - Pastor 
Stephon Smith. Sunday morning worship at 11 
a.m. Wednesday night prayer and bible study at 
6 p.m.

•New Vision United Holiness Church will 
have Morning worship  at 11:00 a.m. Minister 
Hawthorne. 

Upcoming Church EventsUpcoming Church Events
Church Events are printed 

each Tuesday. To be included, 
your notice must be turned 
in by 1 p.m. on Friday for 
next week’s publication.  
Submissions may be made by 
hand or mail at 125 Wyoming 
St. Welch, WV 24801 or 
via email at welchnews@
frontiernet.net.

CHURCH EVENTS
•The New Hope Fellowship 

Church, Thorpe, WV, will be 
having service every Sunday 
morning at 11:00 a.m. Pastor 
Karen Jones-Gautier and 
members welcome you to 
worship with us. 

• The congregation of Mt. 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
will continue services on the 
first and third Sunday. Their 
minister will be Rev. Jerry 
Esters of Bluefield, VA. The 
service will begin at 11:00 
a.m. and COVID-19 protocols 
will be observed. The public is 
invited to worship with us. 

• Galilee Baptist Church of 
Worth, WV will have services 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month. Services start at 
11:15 a.m.

•Evangelist Patricia Smith 
will be the 11:30 a.m. speaker 
for the month of November 
at First Baptist McDowell. 
Sunday School begins at 10 
a.m. We welcome you to the 
Church off the beaten path but 
on the right road. 

• Rock Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church in Gary, WV 
will have service each Sunday 
of every month starting at 
11:15 a.m. COVID-19 protocol 
will be observed. The public is 
invited to attend. 

• First Baptist Church of 

Wilcoe will have Worship 
Service every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. Rev. David Cooper, 
Pastor. 

•New Vision United Holiness 
Church in Northfork will have 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m., 
Morning Worship at 11:15 
a.m. Pastor Elder Dorian Cox 
invites the public to attend.

• Little Vine Baptist Church 
is having service every Sunday 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
We welcome all. 

• The Coalwood Pentecostal 
Holiness Church would like 
to invite you to our services. 
Sunday Morning Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. Sunday Night 
Movies at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Service at 7 p.m. Ladies 
Auxilliary Meeting begins at 
6:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday 
of each month. Pastor Brenda 
Hall & Keith Hall welcome all. 

•Pastor Joey Proffitt’s TV 
Program can be seen every 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. on 
Shentel Cable Channel 14 in 
McDowell County. Channel 8 
in Wyoming County.  

• Welch Nazarene Church 
Service Times are as follows: 
Sunday School at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church at 11 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Study in Martha 
Moore Riverfront Park at 2 
p.m., and Wednesday Night 
Meal at 6 p.m. with Wednesay 

This Week’s Church Page 
Brought to You By 

Night Study following at 7 
p.m.

•Little Vine Baptist Church 
in Superior will serve a free 
breakfast every Saturday from 
8 a.m. until 11 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome. 

•Thorpe United Methodist 
Church, of Jenkinjones and 
their Pastor Bill Crawford, 
invites everyone to com join 
them for Worship - Alternating 
Sun.,10:30 am, Sun. School @ 
10:30 and Worship @ 11:30.

•Pastor Joey Proffitt is 
preaching every Sunday at 
Rolfe P.H. Church at 6 p.m. 
and singing the first Sunday of 
every month.

•Tune in to #1 Gospel Music 
Mix every Sunday Morning 
from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. on WKQB 
102.9 FM. 92.7 F.M. 

•“Fires of Pentecost” with 
Evangelist Brenda & Jimmy 
Blankenship can be seen on 
New Beginnings TV Broadcast, 
Shentel Cable Network every 
Wed. at 5 p.m. or on U-Tube.

• Southern Gospel Music Jam 
Session - Every Friday Night at 
6 p.m. Bible Study from 7 to 
10 p.m. Bring your instruments 
to the Log & Glass House 
Paradise Island of Christian, 
WV. www.paradiseislandwv 
for more information 304-583-
2825 call first to confirm.

•Midway Shiloh Temple 

Church is sponsoring a 
Christian Basketball League 
for boys and girls ages 4 to 16. 
Practices and games are held 
at Green Valley Recreation 
Center, Bluefield, WV.

•Roderfield Pentecostal 
Holiness Church will have 
Sunday School at 10: am, 
Morning Worship at 11: am; 
Sun Night Service 7: pm; Wed. 
Night Service 7:pm. Come and 
Worship with us.

•North Welch Church of God 
on Welch Pineville Rd., will 
have Sun. School 10 a.m. & 
Morning Worship @ 11 a.m.; 
Sun. Worship at 6 p.m. Wed. 
Bible Study @ 7 p.m. Interim 
Pastor, Scott Long.

•Pastor Lacy Griffith is 
having services at Yukon 
Pentecostal Holiness Church 
on Wed., nights at 7 p.m. and on 
Sun. night at 7 p.m. Everyone 
is invited.

•Join Revelation Ministries 
Bible Study Broadcast 1150 
AM, with Brother Jimmy 
Daniels each Sunday from 1:30 
till 2:30 p.m.

•Radio broadcast “Jesus is 
our only Hope Ministries” is 
on Each Sunday morning from 
9:30 a.m till 10:00 a.m. on 
K.I.S.S. FM 102.9 Bluefield, 
Princeton and Welch. 92.7 FM 
Mullens, with Minister, Elder 
Lakethia LeDale. also on cable 

Fanning Funeral Homes

Shentel Channel 6 TV.
•First Baptist Church in 

Welch (Court Street), Pastor 
Fred VanDyke invites the 
public to come worship with 
us! Sunday School at 10 a.m.  
Morning worship @11 a.m. & 
Bible Study on Tuesday @ 7 
p.m.

•The Wakeup Call with Rev. 
Darrell and Magel Stapleton, 
Pastors of Glen Fork Church 
of God can be seen on New 
Beginnings TV Broadcast, 
Shantel Cable Network every 
Tuesday at 9:30 p.m.

•Abundant Life Ministries 
of Maybeury, WV, will have 
Sunday School  at 9:45 a.m. 
and Sunday morning service 
at 10:45. Pastor Roger & Dana 
Walton welcomes the public.

•Hensley Community 
Outreach has Youth Meetings 
Tue. @ 6 p.m., Bible Study on 
Wed. at 6 p.m. and Sun. School 
at 10 a.m. and Sun. Night 
service at 7 p.m. Pastor Adam 
Wheeler invites everyone.

•War Community Outreach - 
Cecil Bowman Pastor, Tuesday 
service 7 p.m.

•Welch Pentecostal Church 
of God at Jr. Poca Pastors, Cruz 
& Lucille Soto. Tues. night at 
6 p.m. Service Sunday at 6:00 
p.m.  All are welcome!

•The Keystone Community 
Church is now open and will 
have Sunday morning service 
at 11 a.m. Come early and we 
will serve coffee, orange juice 
and doughnuts. The Church 
is located on the hill behind 
Eller’s Quick Stop. If you are a 
Piano player, we will welcome 
you with open arms. Pastor: 
Ed Todd invites the public to 
attend.
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For a Classified, call Tom @ (304) 436-436-3144 ext. 25For a Classified, call Tom @ (304) 436-436-3144 ext. 25
Classifi edsClassifi eds

MISCELLANEOUS
L & L Tree Service

Tree cutting, trimming, 
removal, brush chipping 
or hillside cutting. 
No job to big or small. 

Save money, call us to-
day. 304-967-5820

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Welch Area: Near park 

and recreation areas, tran-
sit bus service available. 
No income  restrictions, 

HUD Approved. 
Call 1-304-888-3601.

Established 2019
Schedule of weekly 

services:

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
(classes for all ages)

Sunday Morning - 10:30 a.m. 
(Junior Church & Nursery 

Provided)

Sunday Evening - 6:00 p.m. 
(Nursery Provided)

� ursday Evening - 6:30 p.m. 
(Youth Group for all ages)

Need a ride to Church? We will 
pick you up, just call us!!

1049 Riverside drive (out WV Rt. 
103 towards Gary) Welch, WV, 

24801

Pastor Mike Blake 
(304) 617 - 7142
hope4welch.com

Living Hope
Baptist Church

On 
AM 1150

In
McDowell

County

Jimmy R. McReyenolds, 
Berwind, WV, 02/06/1966, dis-
missed for 1 count of domestic 
assault-committing violent injury 
or causing apprehension of same 
(Family/Household). 

Jimmy R. McReyenolds, 
Berwind, WV, 02/06/1966, dis-
missed for 1 count of domestic 
battery - unlawful physical con-
tact of insulting/provoking nature 
(family/household member).

Kimberly Sue Steele, Jolo, 
WV, dismissed for 1 count of at-
tempt to commit a felony. 

Kayla M. Murphy, Kimball, 
WV, 09/04/1998, guilty plea for 
1 count of unlawful possession 
of a sch II controlled substance. 
(Crack).

Kevin Tessner, Welch, WV, 
no contest/nolo contendre for 1 
count of any owner or keeper of 
any dog who permits such dog to 
run at large shall be liable for any 
damages. 

Kevin Tessner, Welch, WV, 
no contest/nolo contendre for 1 
count of any owner or keeper of 
any dog who permits such dog to 
run at large shall be liable for any 
damages. 

Donna Lee Fontaine, Bartley, 
WV, 07/10/1962, guilty plea for 
1 count of DUI.

Donna Lee Fontaine, Bart-
ley, WV, 07/10/1962, dismissed 
- plea agreement for 1 count of 
reckless driving. 

Randy McNeely, Roderfi eld, 
WV, guilty plea for 1 count of 
unlawful possession of a cont. 
substance. 

Randy McNeely, Roderfi eld, 
WV, dismissed - plea agreement 
for 1 count of public intoxication. 

Martha Marie Collier, Panther, 
WV, 08/20/1980, case withdrawn 
for 1 count of conspiracy. 

Martha Marie Collier, Panther, 
WV, 08/20/1980, case withdrawn 
for 1 count of unlawful disposal 

McDowell County Magistrate Court Report
of litter. 

Tracy Douglas Collier, Pan-
ther, WV, 07/30/1970, case with-
drawn for 1 count of unlawful 
disposal of litter.

Tracy Douglas Collier, Pan-
ther, WV, 07/30/1970, case with-
drawn for 1 count of conspiracy. 

Donald Martin Simpkins, War-
rior, WV, 01/10/1982, case with-
drawn for 1 count of domestic 
battery - unlawful physical con-
tact of insulting/provoking nature 
(family/household member). 

Donald Martin Simpkins, War-
rior, WV, 01/10/1982, case with-
drawn for 1 count of domestic 
assault-committing violent injury 
or causing apprehension of same 
(Family/Household). 

Joshua David Horn, War, WV, 
05/03/1985, guilty plea for 1 
count of trespassing asked to 
leave. 

Joshua David Horn, War, WV, 
05/03/1985, guilty plea for 1 
count of for harassment. 

Joshua David Horn, War, WV, 
05/03/1985, dismissed  - plea 
agreement  for 1 count of for ha-
rassment. 

Darren Keith Hall, Davy, WV, 
dismissed for 1 count of domestic 
assault. 

Amanda Mitchell, Bluefi eld, 
WV, 09/15/1988, guilty plea for 
1 count of unlawful injury to or 
destruction of property. 

Michael Thompson, Anawalt, 
WV, 05/19/1982, dismissed for 
1 count of accidents involving 
damage to vehicle. 

Michael Thompson, Anawalt, 
WV, 05/19/1982, dismissed for 
1 count of unlawful injury to or 
destruction of property. 

Blake Allen Barton, Newhall, 
WV, dismissed - plea agreement 
for 1 count of fl eeing no vehicle. 

Blake Allen Barton, Newhall, 
WV, guilty plea for 1 count of 
obstructing an offi cer.

Hillard Ryan Justus, Hurley, 
WV, 02/12/1997, guilty plea for 
1 count of defective equipment. 

Hillard Ryan Justus, Hurley, 
WV, 02/12/1997, case withdrawn 
for 1 count of improper use of 
evidences of registration (misde-
meanor). 

Hillard Ryan Justus, Hurley, 
WV, case withdrawn for 1 count 
of operation without cert. inspec-
tion or failure to produce certifi -
cate; penalty for misdemeanor.

Hillard Ryan Justus, Hurley, 
WV, guilty plea for 1 count of 
DUI. 

Brittany Nicole Brewster, Pan-
ther, WV, transferred to circuit 
court for 1 count of possession 
w/intent to deliver (sch II).

Brittany Nicole Brewster, Pan-
ther, WV, transferred to circuit 
court for 1 count of possession 
w/intent to deliver (sch II). 

Brittany Nicole Brewster, Pan-
ther, WV, transferred to circuit 
court for 1 count of possession 
w/intent to deliver (sch V). 

Brittany Nicole Brewster, Pan-
ther, WV, transferred to circuit 
court for 1 count of conspiracy. 

Brittany Nicole Brewster, Pan-
ther, WV, transferred to circuit 
court for 1 count of possession 
w/intent to deliver (sch I). 

April Dawson, Bradshaw, 
WV, 10/26/1974, dismissed for 1 
count of attempted petit larceny. 

April Dawson, Bradshaw, 
WV, 10/26/1974, dismissed for 
1 count of trespassing on posted 
land. 

Jeffrey Lambert, Panther, WV, 
08/21/1968, dismissed for 1 
count of domestic assault. 

Jeffrey Lambert, Panther, WV, 
08/21/1968, dismissed for 1 
count of domestic battery. 

Timothy John Littleton, Welch, 
WV, 11/05/1976, dismissed for 1 
count of DUI. 

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, guilty plea for 1 
count of pled to driving revoked 
a lesser included of 2nd driving 
revoked. 

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, guilty plea for 1 
count of unlawful possession of a 
sch III controlled substance. (Su-
boxone).

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, case withdrawn for 1 
count of defective equipment. 

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, case withdrawn for 
1 count of operation without cert. 
inspection or failure to produce 
certifi cate; penalty for misde-
meanor.

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, case withdrawn for 1 
count of improper of registration 
(misdemeanor).

Dan Cooper Jr., Panther, WV, 
09/20/1983, case withdrawn for 1 
count of No insurance. 

Martin L. Mullens, Paynes-
ville, WV, 08/27/1989, guilty 
plea for 1 count of driving re-
voked DUI. 

Martin L. Mullens, Paynes-
ville, WV, 08/27/1989, guilty 
plea for 1 count of expired MVI. 

Martin L. Mullens, Paynes-
ville, WV, 08/27/1989, case 
withdrawn for 1 count of no in-
surance. 

Martin L. Mullens, Paynes-
ville, WV, 08/27/1989, case with-
drawn for 1 count of no registra-

tion. 
Martin L. Mullens, Paynes-

ville, WV, 08/27/1989, case with-
drawn for 1 count of defective 
equipment. 

Danny Allen Cregger, Premier, 
WV, 03/24/1967, guilty plea for 1 
count of DUI. 

Danny Allen Cregger, Premier, 
WV, 03/24/1967, guilty plea for 

1 count of driving while license 
revoked - DUI. 

Randall Dean Hendrickson, 
War, WV, 11/19/1991, case with-
drawn for 1 count of DUI. 

Randall Dean Hendrickson, 
War, WV, 11/19/1991, dismissed 
for 1 count of reckless driving. 

Pamela Harris, Welch, WV, 
06/22/1981, dismissed for 1 
count of domestic assault. 

Monday, January 30, 2023

(G)  PikeView at Wyoming East  7:00 pm
(G)  Westside at Midland Trail  7:00 pm

Tuesday, January 31, 2023
(B)  Chapmanville at Wyoming East  7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 1, 2023

(G)  James Monroe at River View  7:00 pm
(G)  Wyoming East at Oak Hill  7:00 pm

Thursday, February 2, 2023
(B)  Chapmanville at Wyoming East  7:30 pm

Friday, February 3, 2023

(B)  Summers County at River View  8:00 pm
(B)  Westside in Hatfi eld/McCoy Shootout in Williamson  TBA

(B)  Wyoming East at Bluefi eld  7:30 pm
(G)  Greenbrier West at River View  6:30 pm

(G)  Westside at PikeView  7:00 pm
(G)  Wyoming East in Springhouse Classic at the Greenbrier  

TBA

Saturday, February 4, 2023

(B)  River View at Union  1:30 pm
(B)  Wyoming East at Ravenswood  11:30 am

(B)  Westside in Hatfi eld/McCoy Shootout in Williamson  TBA
(G)  Wyoming East in Springhouse Classic at the Greenbrier  

TBA

Sports News
THIS WEEK’S AREA 

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

February 3, 2023 is
National 

Wear Red Day
For Heart Health!

Join Tug River Health Association in
Celebrating Heart Health and COVID 

Vaccine/Booster awareness. 
Join Tug River Health Association in

Celebrating Heart Health and COVID Vaccine/
Booster awareness. 

#GIVEITASHOTDrawing will be held 
on 2/3/23.

Stop by any of our centers from 1/30/23 
through 2/3/23 to register for a heart healthy 

gift basket!

Obituaries
PAUL DONALD CASSELL
Paul Donald Cassell, 95, of 

Canebrake passed away Friday, 
January 20, 2023 in Carilion 
Tazewell Community Hospital, 
Tazewell, VA.

Born June 28, 1927 in War-
riormine he was the son of the 
late Burt Cassell and Lily Mae 
Carter Cassell. He had worked 
in the printing industry and was 
a former coalminer. He was a 
member of the Canebrake Free-
will Baptist Church. He loved 
gardening and fi shing.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 
grandson, Paul Stover.

Those left to cherish his mem-
ory are three daughters, Con-
nie Remner and husband Terry, 
Janice Murphy and husband 
Scott and Brenda Ford; 7 grand-
children, Richard Raphael, Mi-
chelle Henderson, Robert Ford, 
Tera Hannafi n, Eric Ford, Shara 
Gotchius and Krisha Snow; 12 
great grandchildren; and special 
friend, George ‚ÄúTommy‚Äù 
Sparks.

Graveside service will be held 
Friday, January 27, 2023 at 1 
p.m. in Sparks Cemetery at Ber-
wind Lake with the Rev. Darrell 
Long offi ciating. 

The Douglas Mortuary in 
Welch is serving the family. On-
line condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.douglasmor-
tuary.com
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Notice is hereby given that Mid-Vol Coal Sales, Inc., 640 Clover Dew Dairy Rd, Princeton, WV 24739 has a permit on file with 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface mining of approximately 449.15 acres and has submitted an 
application to the DEP, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number S303412 
to operate a surface mine and haulroad in the Pocahontas No. 10, Lower Horsepen, Lower Horsepen Rider, Pocahontas No. 9, 
Pocahontas No. 11A, Pocahontas No. 11B, and Pocahontas No. 12B and all riders and splits thereof seam of coal. 

The operation is discharging into unnamed tributaries of Elkhorn Creek and unnamed tributaries of Mill Branch of Tug Fork River 
of Big Sandy River and is located 2.3 miles, Northwest of Switchback in Elkhorn District of McDowell County, Longitude 81º 25’ 33.7” 
and Latitude 37º 22’ 26” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map). 

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739

*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739

*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739

Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WV Division of Highways 1334 Smith Street, Charleston, WV 25301
McDowell County PSD  172 Frog Level Road, Welch, WV 24801

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until March 2nd, 2023, or thirty (30) days 
from the date of final publication. A copy of the application will be available for review until March 2nd, 2023, or thirty (30) days from 
the date of final publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm. 
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone Number: 304-574-4465
Permit Number: S303412

1/10, 17, 24, 31, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with WV 
State Code 11-3-24 the 
County Commission shall 
meet in the month of February 
in the County Commission 
Conference room for the 
purpose of reviewing and 
equalizing the assessment of 
taxes made by the Assessor. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact the McDowell 
County Assessor’s Office at 
304-436-8528. 

The following dates 
are when the County 
Commission, sitting as the 
Board of Equalization, shall 
meet: 

Wednesday, February 01, 
2023 @ 11:00 a.m.

Friday, February 03, 2023 
@ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, February 
08, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. (If 
there are any oil, gas, or 
coal disputes the State will 
be here at 11 a.m. however 
you must be registered prior 
to the meeting by calling the 
Assessor’s Office at 304-436-
8528)

Monday, February 13, 
2023 @ 11:00 a.m.

Thursday, February 16, 
2023 @ 11:00 a.m. Sine Die

1/17, 24, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

There will be two public 
meetings to discuss the 
2023-2024 McDowell County 
Schools calendar. The first 
meeting will take place on 
Monday, February 6, 2023 
at a Regular Board Meeting. 
The second meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 
20, 2023 at a Regular Board 
Meeting. 

All Regular Board 
Meetings are held at the 
Central Office of the McDowell 
County Board of Education, 
900 Mount View Road, Welch, 
WV beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

1/24, 31, 2tc

Notice is hereby given that Legacy WV Permit Holding 
LLC, 716 Troy Trail, Lexington, KY 40517 has submitted an 
application to the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) located at 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 
25840 for Operator Assignment on Permit No. U401107 to JT 
Mining Inc, 1279 Splendor Valley Rd, Iaeger, WV 24844. 

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall 
identify the applicant and application number and should be 
sent to the DEP at the address above. Comments received by 
March 16, 2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will 
be considered. 

A copy of the notification will be available until March 16, 
2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication in the DEP 
Regional Office located at the address above AND in the 
McDowell County Clerk’s Office during normal business hours. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465

Notice is hereby given that an application for Operator 
Assignment has been submitted to the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) located at 1159 Nick Rahall 
Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 for permit number U401107 
held by Legacy WV Permit Holding LLC, 716 Troy Trail, 
Lexington, KY 40517. 

This application will assign JT Mining Inc, 1279 Splendor 
Valley Rd, Iaeger, WV 24844 as an operator on the permit 
named above. 

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall 
identify the applicant and application number and should be 
sent to the DEP at the address above. Comments received by 
March 16, 2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will 
be considered. 

A copy of the notification will be available until March 16, 
2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication in the DEP 
Regional Office located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/
ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm. 

The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West 
Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone Number 304-574-4465

1/24, 31, 7, 14, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

REQUEST FOR 
ENGINEERING 

QUALIFICATIONS

The McDowell County 
Commission, West Virginia 
is in the process of obtaining 
the services of a consulting 
engineer interested in 
providing services for a county-
wide utilities assessment.  
The scope of work will 
include, at a minimum, the 
analyses, detailed planning, 
and cost estimates for the 
interconnections of water 
utilities and sewer utilities 
to increase community 
resiliency. 

The consultant will be 
required to provide detailed 
report(s) outlining the 
feasibility of interconnections, 
assess system capabilities to 
provide emergency services 
to adjoining communities, 
provide interconnection 
project costs estimates and 
construction timeframes, 
provide recommended 
interconnection locations and 
methodologies, and provide 
any additional information 
requested by the county 
commission and/or state 
and federal funding and 
regulatory agencies.  The 
consultant will be required 
to provide said information 
and data in GIS format 
(shapefile, geodatabase, 
etc.) with data georeferenced 
to and assigned real-world 
coordinates and accompanied 
by comprehensive descriptive 
metadata.

Procurement of said 
services shall be in 
accordance with West Virginia 
Code Chapter 5G and 2 
CFR Part 200. Consultants 
interested in being considered 
for this project must submit 
detailed qualifications 
including technical expertise, 
management and staffing 
capabilities, and related prior 
experience.  

Please submit one (1) 
original, three (3) copies, 
and one (1) digital format 
submission of all requested 
information to the McDowell 
County Commission and 
one (1) copy and (1) digital 
submission to Region I PDC, 
no later than close of business 
on February 21, 2023.

McDowell County 
Commission

RFQ Engineer – Utilities 
Assessment

109 Wyoming Street
         Welch, WV 24801  
 

Region I Planning & 
Development Council

RFQ Engineer – McDowell 
Utilities Assessment

1439 E. Main St., Suite 5
Princeton, WV 24740

Digital Submission: tyler@
regiononepdc.org

If you have any questions 
regarding the project, please 
email Courtney Neese at 
courtney@regiononepdc.org.

Attention is directed to the 
fact that the proposed project 
may be undertaken through 
funding sources including, 
but not limited to HUD/
Community Development 
Block Grant, Appalachian 
Regional Commission (ARC), 
the Economic Development 
Administration (EDA), the 
West Virginia Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(WV DEP), the West 
Virginia Infrastructure and 
Jobs Development Council 
(WVIJDC), and the State 
Revolving Loan Fund.

The McDowell County 
Commission will afford full 
opportunity for minority 
business enterprises to 
submit a show of interest in 
response to this invitation 
and will not discriminate 
against any interested firm or 
individual on the grounds of 
race, creed, color, sex, age, 
handicap or national origin in 
the contract award.

The McDowell County 
Commission reserves the 
right to accept or reject any 
and/or all submissions.

Cecil Patterson, President
McDowell County 

Commission

1/24, 31, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICEREQUEST FOR 
ENGINEERING/

ARCHITECTURAL 
QUALIFICATIONS

The City of War, 
McDowell County, West 
Virginia is in the process of 
obtaining consulting services 
from engineering and/or 
architectural firm(s) to assist 
in the repairs of disaster 
damages including, but not 
limited to, municipal parks, 
stream bank restoration, 
bridge, sidewalk, roadway 
and utilities repair, enhanced 
mitigation measures, and 
other related disaster 
damages within the city that 
may be funded under the 
FEMA-4678DR West Virginia 
Declaration.  The selected firm 
will work closely with all team 
members including the City of 
War, FEMA, WV Department 
of Homeland Security, 
and Region I Planning & 
Development Council.

It is anticipated that the 
consultant will be required 
to (1) prepare preliminary 
engineering report(s), 
(2) design and prepare 
construction drawings, 
bid specifications and bid 
documents in accordance 
with all State, Federal, 
and Local regulations, (3) 
evaluate bids received and 
make recommendation 
of award, (4) monitor and 
inspect construction activities 
to ensure compliance with 
plans and specifications, 
(5) review and approve 
contractor’s pay estimates, 
(6) preparation and delivery 
of final “As Built” drawings 
and data in GIS format 
(shapefile, geodatabase, 
etc.) with data georeferenced 
to and assigned real-world 
coordinates and accompanied 
by comprehensive descriptive 
metadata, and (7) any other 
services needed by the city 
for the implementation of the 
project.

Procurement of said 
services shall be in 
accordance with West Virginia 
Code Chapter 5G and 2 
CFR Part 200. Consultants 
interested in being considered 
for this project must submit 
detailed qualifications 
including technical expertise, 
management, and staffing 
capabilities, and related prior 
experience.  

Please submit one (1) 
original, (3) three copies, 
and one (1) digital format 
submission of all requested 
information to the City of War 
and one (1) copy and (1) 
digital submission to Region 
I PDC, no later than close 
of business on February 24, 
2023.

City of War
RFQ Disaster Repairs 

    14127 Rocket Boys Drive 
           War, WV 24892 
 

Region I Planning & 
Development Council

RFQ Disaster Repairs
1439 E. Main St., Suite 5
Princeton, WV 24740

Email Digital Submission: 
tyler@regiononepdc.org

If you have any questions, 
please email Jason Roberts at 
jasonroberts@regiononepdc.
org.

Attention is directed to the 
fact that the proposed project 
may be undertaken through 
funding sources including, but 
not limited to FEMA, the State 
of West Virginia, and local 
funding.  These consulting 
services shall be performed 
in accordance with all local, 
State, and Federal laws, 
regulations, and executive 
orders applicable to the 
program.

The City of War will afford 
full opportunity for minority 
business enterprises to 
submit a show of interest in 
response to this invitation 
and will not discriminate 
against any interested firm or 
individual on the grounds of 
race, creed, color, sex, age, 
handicap or national origin in 
the contract award.

The City of War reserves 
the right to accept or reject 
any and/or all submissions.

Robert Beavers, Mayor
City of War

1/24, 31, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Unknown/Unnamed Father
Mother: Destiny Marie White
Child: Brooklyn Marie White

Hearing - February 23, 
2023 at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Family Court of McDowell 
County, WV, Mary Ellen 
Griffith Judge. 

1/31, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Legal Notice and 
Invitation to Bid

Sealed bids will be 
received by the McDowell 
County Commission of 
Welch, West Virginia for the 
replacement of a portion 
of the roof of the McDowell 
Courthouse located at the 
Courthouse at 90 Wyoming 
Street Welch, WV.  Bids will 
be received until noon on 
February 17, 2023 in the 
County Clerk’s Office at 90 
Wyoming Street, Suite 109 
Welch, WV  24801.

Bids received after this 
date will not be considered.

Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on 
February 22, 2023 at 4 pm 
during a regular County 
Commission Meeting, held in 
the Commission Conference 
Room located at 109 
Wyoming Street, Welch, WV  
24801.  Bidders are invited 
to attend the meeting, but it is 
not a requirement.

To set up an appointment 
to view the roof, you can 
contact Terry Potter at 304-
436-8548 or 304-436-8549.

Payment Schedule will 
be: 20% project beginning, 
30% when project is halfway 
completed, and 50% when 
both parties agree the project 
is completed. 

Completion date shall be 
30 days from beginning the 
project, however extensions 
may be granted per 
request due to extenuating 
circumstances. 

One (1) set of bid 
documents, including 
adequate liability and property 
damage insurance, proof of 
valid workers compensation 
coverage, warranty coverage 
on roof including materials 
and labor, contractor’s 
license, and all other 
necessary certifications/paper 
work (Non-conflict of Interest 
Certification, Purchasing 
Affidavit, Drug Free Workplace 
Conformance Affidavit and 
Coversheet, Employment 
History Disclosure, Ethics 
Disclosure) shall be enclosed 
in a sealed envelope and 
marked Visibly on the outside 
of the envelope “McDowell 
County Courthouse Partial 
Roof Replacement Bid”.  This 
envelope shall be addressed 
to the McDowell County 
Clerk’s Office, Attn.: Linda 
White 90 Wyoming Street 
Suite 109 Welch, WV  24801.

The County Commission 
nor the County Clerk will  be 
responsible in the event that 
the U. S. Postal Service or 
any other courier system fails 
to deliver the sealed bid to 
the County Clerk by the given 
deadline above.  No bids will 
be accepted via facsimile or 
electronic submission.

The County Commission 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids, to waive 
irregularities or informalities in 
any or all bids, and to accept 
any bid which is deemed to 
be in the best interest of the 
County.

1/31, 7, 2tc

(Cert. No. 334936 Sam’s 
Real Estate LLC)

To: NORTHFORK LAND 
COMPANY, or heirs at 
law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT NORTHFORK 
CORP  MAP 3 PARCEL 69

You will take notice that 
Sam’s Real Estate LLC, the 
purchaser of the following 
real estate, Certification 
No. 334936, located in 
NORTHFORK CORP District, 
Elkridge Bl 1 Lot 62 which 
was returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
Northfork Land CO., and 
was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
McDowell County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes on 
6/02/2022. Sam’s Real Estate 
LLC requests that you be 
notified that a deed for such 
real estate will be made on 
or after 4/3/2023, as provided 
by law, unless before that 
day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount needed to 
redeem on or before 4/3/2023 
will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
4/3/2023.            $1699.25

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 4/3/2023.       $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
4/3/2023.              $525.69

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 4/3/2023.    

                                 $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.            $2224.94

You may redeem at any 
time before 4/3/2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
1/23/2023

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

McDowell County, State of 
West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

1/31, 7, 14, 3tc

Notice of Administration to 
Creditors, Distributees & 

Legatees 

Notice is hereby given that 
the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in 
the McDowell County Clerk’s 
Office at 90 Wyoming Street 
STE, Suite 109 Welch, WV 
24801. Any person seeking 
to impeach or establish a 
will must make a complaint 
in accordance with the 
provisions of West Virginia 
Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any 
interested person objecting 
to the qualifications of the 
personal representative or 
the venue or jurisdiction of 
the court, shall file written 
notice of an objection with the 
County Commission through 
the McDowell County Clerk’s 
Office at the address listed 
above within 60 days after the 
date of the first publication or 
within 30 days of the service 
of this notice, whichever is 
later. If an objection is not filed 
timely, the objection is forever 
barred. Any person interested 
in filing claims against an 
estate must file them in 
accordance with West Virginia 
Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) 
of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed 
without reference to a 
fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first 
publication of this notice a 
reference is requested by a 
party of interest or an unpaid 
creditor files a claim and good 
cause is shown to support 
reference to a fiduciary 
commissioner. 

First Publication Date: 
Monday, January 23, 2023

Claim Deadline: Friday, 
March 24, 2023

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
08/18/2022 Delinquent
Estate of Sherry A Kirk

Administrator: Ballard J. 
Kirk III

19418 Coal Heritage Rd, 
Welch, WV 24801-9858

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
09/07/2022 Delinquent
Estate of Helen Donchatz 

Magyar
Executrix: Mary Jane 

Kennedy
POB 116, Pageton, WV 

24871-0116

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
09/12/2022 Delinquent
Estate of Calvin Francis 

Kennedy
Administratrix: Iva Lee 

Kennedy
POB 381, Bradshaw, WV 

24817-0381

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
09/14/2022 Delinquent

Estate of Destry Dee 
Rambo

Administratrix: Christine 
Diane Rambo

POB 44, Ikes Fork, WV 
24845-0044

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
09/30/2022 Referred

Estate of Edna Ellis
Administratrix: Angela Sue 

Smith
384 Kirby Addt Rd, 

Princeton, WV 24739
FIDUCIARY 

COMMISSIONER:
Phillip B Ball Fid. 
Commissioner

1421 Princeton Ave, 
Princeton, WV 24740-2707

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
01/11/2023

Estate of Harvey McClellan 
Stepp

Administratrix: Diane N 
Stepp

299 Bull Creek Rd, 
Mohawk, WV 24862

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
01/20/2023

Estate of Lucille C Phelps
Executor: Marty C Phelps

2800 Marmont Rd, 
Bluefield, WV 24701-5171

APPOINTMENT DATE: 
01/20/2023

Estate of Monti Warren 
Phelps Jr.

Executor: Marty C Phelps
2800 Marmont Rd, 

Bluefield, WV 24701-5171

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me on 1/20/2022

Donald L. Hicks
Clerk of the McDowell 

County Commission

1/31, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICEREQUEST FOR 
ENGINEERING 

QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Welch, located 
in McDowell County, West 
Virginia is in the process 
of procuring a consulting 
engineer to provide services 
for the North Welch/Jr Poca 
Waterline Replacements 
Project. The selected firm will 
work closely with the City of 
Welch and Region I Planning 
& Development Council.

It is anticipated that the 
consultant will be required 
to (1) prepare preliminary 
engineering report(s), 
(2) design and prepare 
construction drawings, 
bid specifications, and bid 
documents in accordance 
with all state, federal, and 
local regulations, (3) evaluate 
bids received and make 
recommendation of award, 
(4) monitor and inspect 
construction activities to 
ensure compliance with 
plans and specifications, 
(5) review and approve 
contractor’s pay estimates, 
(6) preparation and delivery 
of final “As Built” drawings 
and data in GIS format 
(shapefile, geodatabase, 
etc.) with data georeferenced 
to and assigned real-world 
coordinates and accompanied 
by comprehensive descriptive 
metadata, and (7) any other 
services needed by the City of 
Welch for the implementation 
of the project.

Procurement of said 
services shall be in 
accordance with West Virginia 
Code Chapter 5G and 2 
CFR Part 200. Consultants 
interested in being considered 
for this project must submit 
detailed qualifications 
including technical expertise, 
management, and staffing 
capabilities, and related prior 
experience.  The consultant’s 
eligibility to receive federal 
funds will be verified at http://
www.sam.gov prior to contract 
award. 

Please submit one (1) 
original, five (5) copies, 
and one (1) digital, format 
submission of all

requested information 
to the City of Welch and 
one (1) copy and (1) digital 
submission to Eric Combs, 
Project Manager, Region I 
PDC, 1439 E. Main St., Suite 
5, Princeton WV 24740, 
no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 21, 2023.

Region I Planning & 
Development Council

RFQ Engineer-North Welch/Jr 
Poca Waterline 

Attention: Eric Combs, Project 
Manager

1439 East Main Street, 
Suite 5

Princeton, West Virginia 
24740

City of Welch
RFQ Engineer

88 Howard Street
Welch, West Virginia 24801

  
Digital Submission: tyler@

regiononepdc.org

If you have any questions 
regarding the project, please 
email Eric Combs at ericc@
regiononepdc.org. 

Attention is directed 
to the fact that the project 
may be undertaken with, 
but not limited to, West 
Virginia Bureau for Public 
Health’s (BPH) Drinking 
Water Treatment Revolving 
Fund (DWTRF), West 
Virginia Infrastructure and 
Jobs Development Council 
(IJDC), Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) funding, 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s 
Community Development 
Block Grant (HUD CDBG), 
and United States Department 
of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development (USDA-RD) 
funding.

The City of Welch will 
afford full opportunity for 
minority business enterprises 
to submit a show of interest 
in response to this invitation 
and will not discriminate 
against any interested firm or 
individual on the grounds of 
race, creed, color, sex, age, 
handicap or national origin in 
the contract award.

The City of Welch reserves 
the right to accept or reject 
any and/or all submissions.

Harold McBride, Mayor
City of Welch

1/31, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
By Charles Boothe, 

Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Senate Bill Would Change Frequency of 
            West Virginia Vehicle Inspections

CHARLESTON, 
W.Va. — State 
residents may see 
some relief in how 

often they need to get their vehicles 
inspected.

After many previous attempts to change 
the requirement to get an inspection 
sticker each year, a bill is advancing to 
have inspections once every two years.

Senate Bill 254 was on its first reading 
Wednesday.

The bill says that the “Superintendent 
of the West Virginia State Police shall 
require that every motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer, and pole trailer registered in 
this state be inspected once every two 
years and that an official certificate of 
inspection and approval be obtained for 
each vehicle.”

Another change is that a fee of no more 
than $19 may be charged for an inspection 
and any necessary headlight adjustment 
to proper focus. That is up from $14.

The fee an inspection station pays to a 
State Police account as part of that charge 
would be increased from $3 to $6.

Funds in that account are used for 
“administration and enforcement of 
the provisions of this article and for 
the purchase of vehicles, equipment for 
vehicles, and maintenance of vehicles.”

Both state Sen. Chandler Swope, R-6th 
District, and House Majority Whip Del. 
Marty Gearheart, R-Mercer, said they 
support the bill and will vote for it.

West Virginia is one of only 11 states 
that require an annual inspection of 
passenger vehicles. Four other states 
require a biennial (every two years) 
inspection and 37 states do not require 
an inspection but some have a few 
exceptions.

Several previous attempts in the 
Legislature to either eliminate the 
inspection or change the frequency have 
failed.

Two years ago, a Senate bill to eliminate 
the annual inspection all together failed 
to advance.

Although it generally was supported 
by legislators, some organizations and 
business owners expressed opposition.

Local businessman Tom Estep, owner 
of Estep Tire & Auto Center in Bluefield, 
said in a previous story the store has been 
doing inspections for more than 30 years 
he has been in business and he thinks 
they are needed.

“I don’t understand the purpose of it 
(changing the frequency of inspections),” 
he said. “My question is, why? What is 
the justification?”

Estep said it’s a matter of safety, 
especially now with so many older 
vehicles on the road that may have issues 
impacting the safety of other motorists.

“Without an inspection they won’t get 
it fixed,’ he said.

Estep said it’s also a matter of the state 
losing tax revenue, not only from the 
inspections but also from related repairs 
that may otherwise not get done.

The auto repair industry in Virginia 
and West Virginia are also opposed to the 
inspection change.

According to the American Consumer 
Institute Center for Citizen Research, 
when researchers dig into the data, 
“they consistently fail to find any 
significant reduction in motor vehicle 

(continued on Page 6)
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Legal Notices  may be submitted for publication by email: welchnews@ frontiernet.net; 
or by mail or hand at 125 Wyoming St., Welch, WV 24801.  
The deadline for legal notices is Friday each week by 1 p.m.

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS FOR 

ACCOUNTANT, PROJECT 
ATTORNEY, 

APPRAISER, RIGHT-OF-
WAY NEGOTIATOR, BOND 

COUNSEL 
 

The City of Welch, 
McDowell County, West 
Virginia is in the process 
of procuring professional 
services necessary to 
complete the North Welch/Jr 
Poca Waterline Replacements 
Project. These services 
include appraiser, right-of-way 
negotiator, accountant, project 
attorney, and bond counsel. 
The selected professionals 
will work closely with all 
members of the project team, 
including the City of Welch 
and Region I Planning & 
Development Council.                                                      

The selected accountant 
will provide accounting 
services to prepare Rule 42 
Exhibit to accompany the 
IJDC application as well as 
the application for Certificate 
of Convenience and 
Necessity to the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission, in 
addition to any other services 
needed in relation to the 
project.  

The project attorney is an 
integrate part of the project 
team and will provide general 
legal services as necessary 
during the development and 
construction of the project.  
Areas of practice include 
obtaining a Certificate of 
Convenience from the West 
Virginia Public Service 
Commission, title work 
as necessary to obtain 
construction rights-of-way 
and parcels, and review of 
all contracts and related 
documents as necessary.  

The selected appraiser, 
and right-of-way negotiator 
will work closely with the 
project attorney and engineer 
to obtain all necessary rights-
of-way and parcels.

The selected bond counsel 
is an integrate part of the 
project team and will work 
closely with the project team 
to complete all necessary 
services in relation to the 
project.

Procurement of the 
said services shall be in 
accordance with 2 CFR 
200.320 (b)(2).  Contracts are 
to be awarded on familiarity 
with and expertise on this 
type of project, as well as 
on a fixed basis for services.  
All those interested in being 
considered for this must 
submit a proposal detailing 
qualifications and staffing 
capabilities, related prior work 
experience, fee schedule, and 
ability to complete work as 
needed on this project in a 
timely manner.  

Contracts will be awarded 
to the responsible offeror 
whose proposal is within 
the competitive range 
and determined to be the 
most advantageous to the 
project; price and other 
factors considered including 
familiarity and expertise with 
this type of project.  The 
consultant’s eligibility to 
receive federal funds will be 
verified at http://www.sam.gov 
prior to contract award. 

If interested in providing 
these services, please submit 
an original, three (3) copies, 
and a digital submission of 
all requested information to 
the City of Welch, and one (1) 
copy and a digital submission 
to Region I Planning & 
Development Council by 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 
21, 2023.  

City of Welch
RFP-North Welch/Jr Poca 
Waterline Replacements

88 Howard Street
Welch, West Virginia 24801  
  

Region I Planning & 
Development Council

RFP–North Welch/Jr Poca 
Waterline Replacements

Attention: Eric Combs, Project 
Manager

1439 E. Main Street, Suite 5
Princeton, WV 24740

Digital Submission: tyler@
regiononepdc.org

If you have any questions, 
please email Eric Combs at 
ericc@regiononepdc.org.

Attention is directed 
to the fact that the project 
may be undertaken with, 
but not limited to, West 
Virginia Bureau for Public 
Health’s (BPH) Drinking 
Water Treatment Revolving 
Fund (DWTRF), West 
Virginia Infrastructure and 
Jobs Development Council 
(IJDC), Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) funding, 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s 
Community Development 
Block Grant (HUD CDBG), 
and United States Department 
of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development (USDA-RD) 
funding.

All work will be performed 
in accordance with the 
regulations issued by WV 
BPH DWTRF, WVIJDC, 
ARC, HUD/CDBG, USDA-
RD, and the State of West 
Virginia appertaining thereto. 
The selected firm(s) will 
be required to comply with 
Executive Order 11246, 
Section 3 of the Housing 
and Urban Development Act 
of 1974, Conflict of Interest 
Statement and Access of 
Records, Title VI and Section 
109. 

The City of Welch will 
afford full opportunity for 
minority business enterprises 
to submit a show of interest 
in response to this invitation 
and will not discriminate 
against any interested firm or 
individual on the grounds of 
race, color, creed, sex, age, 
handicap or national origin in 
the contract award. 

The City of Welch reserves 
the right to accept or reject 
any and/or all proposals.  The 
City of Welch also reserves 
the right to negotiate the fee 
for services. 

Harold McBride, Mayor
City of Welch
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LEGAL NOTICE

grave and that is just as simple 
as this. We have investigated and 
investigated, and we will continue 
to do whatever we got to do 
because with what you’re saying 
– and I’ve gotta be just dead level 
honest – with some level of smoke 
there has to be some level of fire.”

Mother Uses Beckley Town Hall Meeting to Confront 
Governor Justice Regarding Son’s Death in West 
Virginia’s Southern Regional Jail

He then pointed the finger 
again at the state Department of 
Homeland Security, saying it was 
their job to report back to him 
anything that wasn’t up to code.

“... because we have people that 
come back and say, ‘Everything’s 
fine.’ We went back and we go 

again. And we’ll continue to go 
again and again and again, until 
we can find the absolute whole 
truth and nothing but the truth,” 
Justice said. “Now we’ve got to 
go on to other people.”

The fiancee of Quantez Burks, 
Latasha Williams, was poised to 

speak after Justice finished responding to 
Burks but the governor instead chose to 
answer questions from people elsewhere 
in the audience.

In an interview with media after 
walking out of the town hall, Burks said, 
“He just fed us a bunch of bullshit ... I 
know it and he knows it.”

Despite not getting the answers she 
was looking for, Burks said she would 
continue to fight for them.

“I am going to fight for him until the 
end,” she said. “I don’t know about 
everybody else. I’m not going away.”

She added that she is just one of many 
families searching for answers after 
unexpectedly losing a loved one at SRJ.

According to local media reports, 
Quantez Burks is one of 11 inmates who 
have died while incarcerated at SRJ in 
2022. In 2018, there was one death at SRJ.

In recent months, the jail has reported 
overdoses as well as injuries to inmates 
from hand-made weapons.

In each instance, the state has released 
limited details and not responded to 
follow-up questions from The Register-
Herald regarding how drugs and other 
contraband made their way into the jail.

SRJ is also the subject of a federal 
investigation.

By Autumn Shelton, 
WV Press Association
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The 

state’s 86th Legislature has the 
unique opportunity to improve 
the state’s workforce participation 
rate by investing in those who will 
always call West Virginia home, 
according to the Rev. Matthew J. 
Watts, who testified during the 
Senate Workforce Committee 
meeting on Friday. 

“You, the legislators, have the 
opportunity to change the trajectory 
of the state of West Virginia,” Watts 
stated, later adding, “You have the 
power of the purse.” 

He explained that following the 
pandemic over $5 billion in federal 
funds has been given to the state, 
and that, in addition to federal 
funding, the state has also achieved 
a record-breaking surplus. 

Watts said it is up to the legislators 
to decide how that money should 
be invested, but he believes that 
at least $300 million should now 
be directed to communities that 
struggle with high poverty. 

“That money would have to be 
invested strategically in projects 
that improve housing, health, 
workforce, economic and social 
service coordination,” Watts said. 
“If we don’t do that, then we are 
not going to build the communities 
where these people live.”

During his testimony, Watts said 
that he is no stranger when it comes 
to helping the state’s residents 
achieve a brighter future. He serves 
as the pastor of Charleston’s Grace 
Bible Church, has the longest 
tenureship on the state’s Workforce 
Development Board, and he 
established the Hope Community 
Development Corporation, a non-
profit designed to empower those 
who live in Charleston’s west side. 

He said that through his work, 
he has identified eight factors that 
lead to the state’s low workforce 
participation rate –  currently the 
lowest in the nation at 55%, while 
the national average sits at 62%.

Those eight factors include: 
The state’s older workforce, the 
high rate of unhealthy residents 
(including those with disabilities 
and those impacted by the opioid 
epidemic), high outward migration, 
the high number of those who 
have been convicted of a felony 
(about 125,000-150,000), the low 
rates of women and minorities in 
the workforce, the high school 
education crisis, the impact of the 
juvenile justice system, and the 
low rates of residents entering a 
school of higher education. 

Although Watts said that 
financially investing in 

Rev. Watts Calls for $300 Million State 
Investment in Communities Struggling 
With High Poverty

communities is one way to 
help improve future workforce 
outcomes, he also proposed 
other ideas for the Legislature’s 
consideration. 

“A bill should be passed that no 
child should graduate from high 
school without a career plan,” 
Watts suggested. “How are we 
going to fund to send somebody 
to school for 14 years, and then 
they graduate from high school 
and don’t have a clue what they 
are going to do the next day? 
But, that’s what we do. There’s 
no requirement that a child has 
a career plan when they graduate 
from high school.” 

He also suggested that the 
state expand summer job 
programs, and develop a pilot 
program to improve job training 
opportunities to at-risk youth who 
have either left school, aged out 
of a juvenile facility, or aged out 
of foster care. 

“There are somewhere between 
50,000 to 60,000 disconnected 
youth out of school – not 
working,” Watts noted. “Twenty-
three percent of those have 
already procreated, and guess 
who is paying for them? We 
have to target that population 
with specific targets – trying to 
reconnect them to the education 
system through the system of 
WorkforceWV’s one-stop center 
– to get those kids reconnected, 
reassessed in terms of where 
they are to see if we can get 
them enrolled in some program 
to get a GED or high school 
equivalency and get them some 
type of job training that can lead 
to employment.” 

Lastly, he said the state needs 
to focus on student scholars 
so they stay in West Virginia 
following graduation. “Let’s 
create a robust internship 
program for all these kids that 
are in HSTA, Promise Scholars, 
Upward Bound students. Let’s 
try to get them connected with 
employers during the summer for 
summer internships so that they 
can develop brand loyalty, and, 
hopefully, when they graduate 
from college, the company will 
have the first opportunity to 
recruit them.” 

Watts said that he commends 
the work of legislators through 
certain bills, like the Senate’s 
proposed Third Grade Success 
Act, and similar House Bill 
2003, which, if passed, would 
place assistant teachers in K-3 
classrooms to help improve 
student achievement, but he said 
that isn’t enough. He said that the 

state needs more certified reading 
teachers, and legislators should 
also focus on students who have 
already passed grade 3. 

“Here’s the problem, we’ve 
got 250,000 kids in the public 
school system in the state of West 
Virginia. 225,000 of them have 
already passed the fourth grade. 
Only 25% of them are reading on 
grade level. What are we going to 
do for them?” Watts asked. 

He continued that a plan needs 
to be in place to help all children. 

“We have become a transfer 
portal,” Watts said of the state. “A 
lot of our fairest and brightest–
they want out of here. They go to 
Morgantown and don’t unpack 
their bags. They go to Marshall 
and don’t unpack their bags. They 
leave. We have got to do more to 
get them to stay.” 

“We gotta grow our own,” Watts 
continued. “We gotta develop the 
people who want to be here, and 
the people that are going to be 
here. We have to invest in them, 
because they have nowhere to go. 
They don’t need them in Detroit 
to put cars together. They don’t 
need them in Pittsburgh to work 
on steel. Our people aren’t needed 
anywhere if they don’t have skills.”

Also, during the committee 
meeting, Jeff Green, deputy 
executive director of 
WorkforceWV, delivered a 
presentation on the ways his 
organization is helping the state’s 
residents find jobs. 

Green said that while the state 
labor force participation rate 
averages 55%, there is a wide 
range of labor force participation 
rates from county to county, with 
Monongalia having the highest 
workforce participation rate at 
69% and Mingo County with the 
lowest at 31.9%. 

Currently, most of the new 
unemployment rate claims are 
from the construction sector, which 
is not unusual during the winter, 
Green said. 

“We are up about 700 over the 
number of claims submitted in 
November,” Green stated, adding 
that while the unemployment rate 
has “ticked up” as a result, it is 
nothing to worry about. 

He also explained that in 
September, WorkforceWV 
contracted with Premier Virtual 
to create an online system to hold 
virtual job fairs twice a month.  

“We have had a total of 786 
job seekers participate in those 
meetings, and we have had 488 
employers participate,” Green 
noted. “Through that process 2,261 
jobs have been posted through that 

online forum.” 
Additionally, he said that case managers 

are beginning to work with certain 
people on unemployment to create an 
“individualized employment plan,” and 
identify any barriers they may have to 
receiving employment. 

He also said that initiatives are 
ongoing to help fill state positions, like 
those available through the Division of 
Highways, and to help those who have 
been incarcerated find employment. 

In response to a question from 
Committee Chairman, Rollan Roberts, 
R-Raleigh, about initiatives used to help 
employ older, possibly retired residents, 
Green stated that he does work with the 
Bureau of Senior Services. 

Sen. Roberts added that he would like 
to learn more about opportunities for the 
older population, and would like to hear 
more in a future committee meeting. 

“I think we have an awful lot of 
opportunity there that we are missing out 
on of people with knowledge and work 
ethic and interest in staying engaged in life 
and not just checking out of society, so to 
speak,” Roberts said. 

injuries or fatalities in states that have 
mandatory inspections. In 2015, the 
Government Accountability Office, 
Congress’s nonpartisan watchdog, 
found that the existing research “has 
generally been unable to establish any 
causal relationship’ between inspection 
requirements and crash rates.”

The center said on its website that 
most state laws that require regular safety 
inspections for passenger vehicles were 
passed more than 75 years ago, at a time 
when motor vehicle fatalities per mile 
traveled were about eight times higher 
than in the 21st century and vehicles 
lacked many of the safety features vehicle 
have today.

The report also said whether a state 
requires an annual inspection has no 
impact on car insurance rates.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration research shows that only 
2 percent of crashes are related to some 
sort of mechanical failure or defect, but 
no data was available to show how many 
of those failures or defects would have 
been corrected by an inspection.

According to the safety administration, 
there were no detailed inspections of 
vehicles during the on-scene crash 
investigation and the vehicle-related 
critical reasons were “mainly inferred 
through external visual inspection of the 
vehicle components.”

Vehicle 
Inspections

(continued from Page)
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend some good reacher-grabber 

tools for seniors with back or hip problems who need 
help picking things up off the ground? I bought a 
cheap one a few months ago that doesn’t work very 
well but would like to find one that does.

Bad Back Betty

Dear Betty,
A good “reacher-grabber” is a very practical and 

popular tool for anyone who struggles with injuries, 
arthritis or loss of mobility. It works like an extension 
of your arm allowing you to reach down and pick 
things up off the ground without bending or stoop-
ing over. It can also help with reaching and grabbing 
things in high overhead places, as well as areas that 
are difficult to get to.

But with so many different types of reacher-grabbers 
on the market today, finding a good one that works 
well for you is not always easy. Depending on your 
needs, here are some top-rated products to consider.

All-purpose: For retrieving small and medium-sized 
items, the “Ettore Grip’n Grab,” is a top option that 
can handle most chores. This 34-inch-long tool has 
a soft comfortable trigger handgrip and a rubberized 
jaw that’s strong enough to lift objects up to 5 pounds 
and up to 4 inches wide, yet sensitive enough to pick 
up something as small as a dime. The jaw also ro-
tates and locks at 90 degrees for vertical or horizontal 
use to help you reach things in awkward spaces.

Lightweight: If you want a reacher primarily for re-
trieving small lightweight items around the house, 
the “RMS Featherweight the Original Reacher” is 
a top pick. Available in 32 and 26-inch lengths, it’s 
made from ultra-lightweight aluminum and has a trig-
ger-style handgrip with a serrated jaw that provides a 
secure grip when lifting objects. 

The Best Reacher Grabber 
Tools of 2023

It also has a magnet built into the tip for picking 
up lightweight metal objects like a paperclip, and a 
small hook (or horn) that aids in retrieving things like 
clothes, shoes or keys. It even has a built-in clip on 
the arm so you can attach it to canes, walkers and 
wheelchairs. But, because of its super-lightweight 
design, it doesn’t work well at retrieving heaver 
items like canned goods from shelves. 

Foldable: For easier storage, the top selling fold-
ing grabber is the “Zayad Reacher Grabber Tool,” 
which is 32-inches long and has a slip-joint in the 
arm that allows it to easily fold in half. It also has a 
soft ergonomic grip with a rubberized, rotating jaw 
that can lift objects up to three pounds and up to 4 
inches wide.

Heavy-duty: For heaver-lifting jobs or for outdoor 
use, the “Unger Nifty Nabber” is a top choice. Avail-
able in 36 and 48-inch lengths, this sturdy tool has 
a rubber-coated heavy-duty claw that grips small, 
large, and odd-shaped items with ease. It also has 
a built-in magnet for picking up small metal objects, 
an ergonomic squeeze-grip handle and can lift 8 
pounds. 

Where to Buy
You can buy reacher-grabbers at many phar-

macies, retail, medical equipment and home im-
provement stores. But, because it’s a specialty 
item, the selection is very limited. Your best bet is 
to buy one online at Amazon.com, which sells all 
of the top reacher-grabbers at prices ranging from 
around $10 to $20. Just type the product name in 
the search bar to find it.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySen-
ior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.


