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TUESDAY, MARCH 7th
• The City of Gary Regular 

City Council Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 7th, 2023 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Gary City Hall 
Community Room. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 14th
• The McDowell County 911 

Advisory Board Meeting will be 
on Tuesday, March 14, 2023 at 
10:00 a.m. If you are interested 
in attending, please contact the 
office by calling 304-436-4106 for 
further information. 

CHARLESTON, WV – The 
West Virginia Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program 
(GHSP) is coordinating a 
statewide Click It or Ticket 
high-visibility enforcement 
mobilization that runs from 
March 3-19, 2023. This 
mobilization is part of the 
GHSP’s year-long efforts to 
increase seat belt usage in 
West Virginia and is part of a 
statewide ramp-up effort ahead 
of the annual national Click It 
or Ticket mobilization in May.

“We want every person – 
front seat and back, drivers, 
passengers, or a child in a car 
seat – to be properly restrained, 
every time they travel in a 
vehicle,” said Gov. Jim Justice. 

In 2020, 47 percent of all 
passenger vehicle occupants 
killed in crashes in West 
Virginia were unrestrained. To 
help save lives, we need to step 
up seat belt enforcement, day 
and night.

“Our seat belt usage 
increased to 92.5 percent in 
2022. While we are pleased 
with this increase, we will keep 
working until every person 
in every vehicle is correctly 
buckled up. A seat belt is 
your best protection against 
death or injury should you be 
in a vehicle crash,” said Bob 
Tipton, GHSP Director.   

People who live in rural areas 
might believe that their crash 
exposure is lower, but in 2020, 
64 percent of total vehicle 
fatalities in West Virginia 

Statewide Click It or 
Ticket Enforcement 
Now Underway

occurred in rural locations, 
compared to 36 percent in 
urban locations.

Law enforcement officers 
across West Virginia will be out 
in full force, ticketing violators 
who are caught traveling 
without a correctly buckled 
seat belt or transporting 
unrestrained children. This 
statewide seat belt campaign 
is aimed at enforcing seat belt 
use to help keep all vehicle 
occupants safe.

“At our current seat belt 
usage rate, unrestrained drivers 
or passengers have a 20.10 
times higher likelihood of 
being killed if they are in a 
crash. The reality is: seat belts 
save lives. Click It or Ticket 
isn’t about citations; it’s about 
saving lives. Not buckling up is 
not worth the risk,” concluded 
Tipton.

Wearing your seat belt is 
required by law. Don’t just 
buckle up to avoid a ticket. 
The values of our families’ and 
friends’ lives in West Virginia 
are priceless – infinitely higher 
in value than the $25 violators 
pay if ticketed. If you are 
caught driving while unbuckled 
and you get a ticket, look at it 
as your wakeup call. A ticket is 
far less expensive than paying 
with your life or the lives of 
your family and friends.

For more information about 
the West Virginia Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program, visit 
highwaysafety.wv.gov or call 
304-926-2509.

WV Press Release Sharing
C H A R L E S T O N , 

W.Va. — Gov. Jim Justice 
held a signing ceremony this 
week for Senate Bill 10, the 
Campus Self-Defense Act. This 
bill allows law-abiding West 
Virginians, who already have 
a concealed carry permit, to 
carry concealed on the campus 
of a state institution of higher 
education beginning July 1, 
2024.

“I’m proud to sign the 
Campus Self-Defense Act 
which will strengthen 2nd 
Amendment protections in 
West Virginia,” Gov. Justice 
said. “West Virginia now joins 
11 other U.S. states, including 
Texas and Utah, that have had 
this legislation for years. I’ve 
always said I will do everything 
I can to protect West Virginia’s 
2nd Amendment rights, and 

West Virginia Governor Justice 
Signs Campus Self-Defense Act

with this law, West Virginia 
will continue to be a national 
leader. I sincerely thank the 
Legislature for passing this 
bill overwhelmingly and the 
National Rifle Association for 
their support.”

The Governor was joined 
by Art Thomm, State Director 
of Legislative Affairs at the 
National Rifle Association’s 
Institute for Legislative 
Action.  “The Campus Self-
Defense Act recognizes the fact 
that danger doesn’t disappear 
just because you’ve stepped 
onto campus grounds,” Thomm 
said. “Now, those who choose to 
exercise the right will have the 
ability to protect themselves, 
their classmates, and their loved 
ones should they need. The 
NRA thanks Gov. Justice, the 
most pro-gun Governor West 
Virginia has seen in a very long 

time, for signing this bill, Sen. 
Phillips for his sponsorship, as 
well as the tens of thousands of 
NRA members and supporters 
throughout West Virginia who 
pushed to make this law a 
reality.”

Many members of the House 
of Delegates and Senate were 
also in attendance. 

The bill includes several 
exceptions which allow higher 
education institutions to 
regulate where permit holders 
may carry on their campus 
including at sports facilities, 
daycares, health facilities, and 
residence halls. The bill only 
permits the concealed carrying 
of a pistol or revolver. Licenses 
to carry a concealed weapon 
are issued by the State of West 
Virginia pursuant to §61-7-
4, §61-7-4a, or recognized 
by §61-7-6a of the WV Code.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The start of West Virginia’s 
annual spring fire season on 
March 1 marks the return of 
burning restrictions. The West 
Virginia Division of Forestry 
(WV DOF) reminds residents 
to confine their outdoor burning 
to the hours of 5 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
according to the West Virginia 
State Code Chapter 20-3-5. 
Fires set during that time must 
be put out before 7 a.m. 

“Since January 1 we have 
responded to 162 fires that have 
burned approximately 1144.1 
acres. Even though it seems that 
we have had some wet weather 
leading up to our spring fire 
season I would like to remind 
everyone that it doesn’t take 
much sun and wind to dry out 

WV Spring Fire Season, Burning Restrictions 
Return

our fine fuels that allow fires to 
spread rapidly.” said Assistant 
State Forester-Fire Jeremy 
Jones, WV DOF.

Jones said more than 99 
percent of wildfires in West 
Virginia are caused by people 
and that burning debris accounts 
for 35 percent of all wildfires 
during the past 10 years.

Statewide burning restrictions 
will remain in effect until the 
close of the spring fire season 
on May 31. The Division of 
Forestry has issued burning 
guidelines on its website at 

wvfo re s t ry. com/ f i r e - l aws . 
Regulations include:

• All fires must have a ring or 
safety strip.

• The safety strip itself must 
be cleared of burnable material 
and be at least 10 feet wide.

• Any fire must be attended 
until completely extinguished.

• Only vegetative materials 
such as leaves, brush and yard 
clippings are permitted to be 
burnt.

• Spark-throwing machinery 
such as power shovels or 
sawmills operating on land 

subject to fire must contain an 
adequate spark arrestor.

• Inflammable waste disposal 
areas must annually remove all 
grass, brush, debris, and other 
inflammable material adjacent 
to disposal areas to provide 
adequate protection, preventing 
the escape of fire to adjacent 
lands.

“Our fire laws protect one of 
West Virginia’s most valuable 
resources: our forests,” Jones 
said. “We urge everyone who 
burns anything outside to be 
completely familiar with the 

guidelines available on our 
website.”

Commercial burning during 
prohibited periods requires a 
permit, which are issued by 
local WVDOF offices. A permit 
is required for each commercial 
burning site.

Any person or company who 
causes a fire on any grass or 
forest land must reimburse the 
state for costs to suppress the 
fire. Fines for forest fires caused 
by negligence range from $100 
to $1,000 with an additional 
civil penalty of $200. 

By Autumn Shelton, 
WV Press Association

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – In 
an effort to increase the state’s 
workforce participation rate, 
members of the Senate Workforce 
Committee met on Friday 
to hear from various agency 
leaders regarding their potential 
participation in a soft jobs for 
seniors program. 

This program, first presented 
in February by Senate Workforce 
Committee Chairman Rollan 
Roberts, R-Raleigh, would help 
seniors find “easy and convenient” 
employment to supplement their 
income, increase their quality of 
life after retirement and fill vacant 
positions throughout the state. 

The first to testify before 
the committee was Jeff Green, 
deputy executive director of 
WorkForceWV. 

He said that WorkForceWV 
may be able to assist with 
obtaining federal grants through 
the WorkForce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, provide skills 
training through the Incumbent 
Worker Program, and to provide 
financial assistance with on-the-
job training grants.  

“WorkForce can supplement 
up to 75% of the wages that 
an employer would pay to an 
individual,” Green said. 

Senate Workforce Committee Gets 
Feedback on Soft Jobs for Seniors Program

Next, Commissioner Robert 
Roswall of the Bureau for Senior 
Services, mentioned some 
concerns those with his agency 
have expressed. 

“The concerns that we had was 
the people that have retired . . . 
they did it because they wanted to 
enjoy their lives,” Roswall said. 

He added that before seniors 
consider workforce re-entry, there 
should be a series of informational 
sessions held at senior centers 
throughout the state to discuss 
financial matters, including how 
additional income would affect 
Social Security benefits, insurance 
benefits, investments and more. 

Senator Mike Caputo, 
D-Marion, added that he has 
concerns as well, especially when 
it comes to those who may lose 
Social Security disability benefits 
if they receive extra income. 

“It’s not as easy as some may 
want to think it sounds,” Caputo 
said, noting that when he visits 
senior centers in his district, he 
never hears that seniors want to 
re-enter the workforce. Instead, he 
said he hears that seniors would 
like legislation, like lower taxes, 
to help them live a better life in 
retirement. 

Roswall responded that in some 
cases seniors need extra income, 
but mostly only wish to work on 

a part-time basis. 
“They don’t want to do 

something that’s going to reduce 
what they already have, or hurt 
them,” Roswall said. 

Caputo responded, “But, would 
you agree that you work your 
entire life at whatever you do 
for the so-called Golden Years – 
sometimes they’re not so golden 
– so you can enjoy what time you 
have left and not have to work?”

“No disrespect to this initiative, 
or those that support it, but I just, 
you know, I just think we are going 
in a path that nobody’s wanting us 
to go in,” Caputo continued. “But, 
I may be wrong. I’ve been wrong 
lot’s of times.” 

Roswall concluded by 
presenting a case in which a 
woman, who has been a family 
caregiver most of her life, has 
little work experience and low 
Social Security benefits. 

“She is looking for work, but 
having no luck,” Roswall said, 
adding that most senior centers 
primarily consist of females who 
are either divorced or widowed 
and receive low income. 

“I would just rather work 
on things to try to make their 
life more secure while they are 
working rather than worry about 
it after,” Caputo said. “But, that’s 
just me.” 

Jennifer Brown, executive 
director of the Council on 
Aging, added that her agency 
could support job fairs at senior 
centers and provide assistance 
with questions about Medicaid, 
Medicare and Social Security. 

She stated it would be beneficial 
to find ways to increase the health 
of the state’s workforce, regardless 
of age, which is a contributing 
factor to the low workforce 
participation rate.  

Other agency leaders, including 
those from the Bureau for Family 
Assistance, the Division of 
Personnel, the Department of 
Education and the Department 
of Tourism stated that they could 
help with training and providing 
job opportunities, such as seasonal 
opportunities at State Parks, part-
time school positions, and much 
more. 

The committee also advanced 
the engrossed committee substitute 
for HB 2515, which would 
“require agencies to develop and 
maintain an inventory of available 
services for single parents wanting 
to obtain degrees, secure training 
or reenter the workforce.” 

This bill passed the House 
on Feb. 16. It is now going 
before the Senate Government 
Organization Committee for 
further consideration.  
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Teresa Donithan celebrated her 96th birthday this 
past Saturday. She was born March 6, 1927. She has 
been a resident of Havaco the greater part of her life. 
She is the widow of the late Paul Donithan; mother 
of 7 children, Donald Donithan of the home, Saint 
(Pam) Donithan of Bluefield, VA, Jack (Margaret) 
Donithan of Wilcoe, Jeff (Patty) Donithan of Havaco, 
Maryann (Ken) Gay of San Antonio, TX, and the late 
Dennis Donithan and Drema (Susie) Potter. Teresa 
has 11 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren 
and 1 great-great grandchild. She is a member of the 
Havaco Community Church. Teresa enjoys spending 
time with her family and also being creative. She has 
written numerous short stories and poems of which 
has been published. She has been a cherished 
subscriber and participant in various submissions in 
The Welch News over the years. For her birthday, 
Teresa was surrounded by family and friends. 

Happy 96th Birthday 
Teresa Donithan!! 

By Allen Siegler, 
Mountain State Spotlight

This story was originally 
published by Mountain State 
Spotlight. Get stories like 
this delivered to your email 
inbox once a week; sign up for 
the free newsletter at https://
mountainstatespotl ight.org/
newsletter 

A federal judge has been quietly 
promoting a bill reorganizing 
West Virginia’s Department of 
Health and Human Resources as 
an avenue for a quick settlement 
of a major lawsuit, one that alleges 
mistreatment of children under 
the protection of the agency’s 
foster care system.

The lawsuit, filed on behalf of 
former foster kids against Gov. 
Jim Justice’s administration 
in 2019, alleges that DHHR 
institutionalized, segregated, and 
failed to provide basic necessities 
to foster children placed under its 
care.

Chief U.S. District Judge 
Thomas E. Johnston met behind 
closed doors at least once with 
some of the state’s most powerful 
lawmakers, in hopes that new 
legislation would push the parties 
to settle the lawsuit, according 
to conference call transcripts 
reviewed by Mountain State 
Spotlight.

“Now might be the time that 
the iron is hottest to strike and get 
the people who are real decision 
makers in all of this into the 
process and try to find a resolution 
that’s satisfactory to everybody,” 
Johnston said, as he made the 
case for this legislative outreach 
to lawyers on the call.

But Johnston’s actions were an 
unusual approach to get what he 
believes to be the best outcome, a 
judicial ethics expert said. 

“Judges are under an ethical 
duty not to speak on pending and 
impending cases,” said Charles 
Geyh, an Indiana University law 
professor. “And he’s talking to 
the Legislature on pending or 
impending cases.”

Geyh said it’s likely the judge 
was trying to do right by both 
parties of the lawsuit but raised 
concerns about taking a closed-
door meeting with outside entities 
with regards to an ongoing case. 
He said that if no lawyers for the 
state or plaintiffs were present 
at the meeting, there’s no way 
to know what Johnston said 
to lawmakers, or whether he 
was influenced by the personal 
relationships he touted with 
several key players. 

“We don’t know what 
information is being shared,” 

As He Pushed For a Foster Care Deal, A Federal 
Judge Met Privately With West Virginia 
Lawmakers About An Open Lawsuit 

Geyh said. “And we don’t know 
what effect that had on the 
resulting legislation.”

Through a clerk, Johnston 
declined to comment.

Johnston seeks an end to a 
multi-year lawsuit 

Led by the national advocacy 
organization A Better Childhood, 
the case was filed on behalf of 
10 named West Virginians with 
experience in the foster care 
system and all others in similar 
situations. It alleges that DHHR 
systematically placed children 
in environments that endangered 
their safety.

The plaintiff lawyers are 
seeking class action status, with 
the goal of obtaining a federal 
court order that forces DHHR to 
comply with its own policies by 
implementing an independent 
overseer of the foster care system. 
DHHR has responded that the 
state has made great efforts to 
improve that system and would 
vigorously defend against the 
lawsuit.

The two parties have yet to 
reach a settlement or resolution. In 
July 2021, Johnston threw out the 
case, saying it was a state matter, 
not a federal one. But a year later, 
after the plaintiffs appealed, the 
4th Circuit Court overturned 
Johnston’s decision and sent the 
case back to his courtroom.

In January, court documents 
show Johnston convened the 
parties and asked for their 
permission to reach out to House 
Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay, 
and meet behind closed doors with 
legislative leaders. He wanted 
to use those discussions to try to 
reach a settlement in the lawsuit.

“This strikes me as a great 
opportunity to find a real 
resolution to this case,” Johnston 
said. 

Lawyers representing DHHR 
embraced the idea, but a lawyer 
for the children expressed some 
concerns. Legislative action 
would be great, Richard Walters 
said, but the issue was DHHR’s 
failure to protect kids and follow 
existing laws and regulations.

“From the get-go, our position 
has never been that we need to 
go in and change anything,” he 
said. “We just need to get them 
to comply with what’s already in 
place.”

But the judge pressed the issue, 
suggesting that a settlement 
would be much quicker. 

“We probably have years of 
litigation ahead of us,” he said. 
“I’m offering you a potential 
opportunity to do some good for 
these kids in the near term.”

Walters said he would have to 
check with his co-counsel Marcia 
Lowry, who had COVID at the 
time and was not on the call.

“If Ms. Lowry’s answer is no, 
then I’m going to want to talk to 
Ms. Lowry,” Johnston responded, 
giving Walters and the other 
plaintiffs’ lawyers two days to 
answer. “And you can tell her 
that.”

Ultimately, both sides agreed 
and on Jan. 20, Johnston met with 
lawmakers in Hanshaw’s office. 

“It was a room full of people,” 
the judge recounted to lawyers 
several days later, mentioning 
Hanshaw, Senate Judiciary Chair 
Charles Trump, R-Morgan, 
and House Health and Human 
Resources Chair Amy Summers, 
R-Taylor. 

When recounting the meeting 
to case lawyers, Johnston 
indicated that the meeting was a 
success. Lawmakers were moving 
a bill that would split DHHR into 
three separate agencies. Within 
the Department of Health, the 
bill calls for a new foster care 
ombudsman, someone who would 
answer to the state’s executive 
branch leaders and be tasked 
with making sure there is proper 
oversight of the system.

Lawmakers were serious about 
fixing foster care, the judge told 
the lawyers. And he had personal 
connections to several that he 
believed would help. Johnston 
mentioned previous relationships 
with Hanshaw and Trump, calling 
the latter a “friend for decades.” 
He said all the legislators he met 
with were “very serious about 
reforming the system.” 

“Speaker Hanshaw made it 
clear that reform, real reform of 
the DHHR and its problems…is at 
the top of the list of the legislative 
agenda this year,” he said on the 
call.

He then said that Hanshaw 
suggested all parties, including 
Johnston and the lawyers for the 
plaintiffs and defendants, meet 
twice with the legislative leaders 
to hash out a solution sometime 
during the first week of February. 

He also asked if James Hoyer, 
a retired national guard general 
who Justice appointed as a DHHR 
advisor last December, could 
join them in the meetings. When 
DHHR’s lawyers said that Hoyer 
didn’t directly oversee the child 
welfare system, Johnston pushed 
for his involvement, saying the 
two had been friends for decades 
and describing Hoyer as “a 
straight shooter and has a lot of 
credibility.”

In an email, Hanshaw 

spokesperson Ann Ali confirmed 
the Speaker met with the “relevant 
parties,” but couldn’t elaborate as 
to who that was. She noted that 
the bill in question, HB 2006, was 
intended to correct long-standing 
problems within DHHR, and not 
to specifically address the federal 
lawsuit. The bill passed the 
Senate last week and is awaiting 
the governor’s signature.

Little meeting transparency 
creates issues

The only court record of the mid-
January meeting with lawmakers 
appears to be Johnston’s, as he 
recounted his version of the 
conversation to the attorneys. Had 
he called in legislative leaders to 
meet with the lawsuit’s parties 
in his courtroom, the entire 
discussion would have been part 
of the court’s official record. 

Geyh, the Indiana University 
law professor, said it makes him 
uneasy that Johnston sought 
outside input on an active case 
without the parties present. When 
Johnston asked for permission 
from both parties, Geyh believes 
it indicated that he was trying to 
reach the correct ruling. But it 
could be problematic to approach 
lawmakers privately to help spur 
a settlement when the parties 
weren’t already negotiating a 
deal. 

“For the most part, I’m not 
familiar with exceptions that say 
when everybody agrees, a judge 
can do whatever,” he said. 

It’s unclear whether attorneys 
and Johnston ever held the follow-

up meetings with legislative 
leaders; Lowry declined to say 
whether those gatherings took 
place, although she did note that 
she found Johnston involving the 
Legislature odd. 

She also said that her position 
hasn’t changed since the 
beginning of the case: there needs 
to be an enforcement mechanism, 
ordered by a federal judge, to 
make sure DHHR adheres to its 
existing foster care rules. 

“Good laws are great, but good 
laws don’t get automatically 
implemented,” Lowry said. 
“Our concern is with [DHHR’s] 
practices, not with what the law 
says.”

She doesn’t know whether 
the DHHR reorganization bill 
will reduce the issues her clients 
say they faced while in West 
Virginia’s foster care system. 
But Lowry doesn’t think any 
legislative action will prevent 
children in the state’s care from 
being abused — and more 
comprehensive change in the 
agency is needed.

“There needs to be 
accountability,” she said.

Reach reporter Allen 
Siegler at allensiegler@
mountainstatespotlight.org

By Autumn Shelton, 
WV Press Association

CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– A bill to help eliminate 
distracted driving advanced 
out of the state legislature’s 
Senate Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee on 
Monday. 

This bill, the engrossed 
committee substitute for HB 
2218, which passed the House 
on Feb. 10, rewrites sections 
of state code as it relates to the 
use of stand-alone electronic 
devices, such as MP3 players 
and video players, and wireless 
telecommunication devices, 
such as cell phones and 
handheld GPS receivers, while 
a person is operating a vehicle. 

The bill is also referred to as 
the “Electronically Distracted 
Driving Act.” 

Current West Virginia law 
prohibits drivers from using 
their cell phones, or other 
devices, while operating a 
vehicle. This bill adds to 
those prohibitions and states 
that drivers may not hold 
an electronic device while 
operating a vehicle, and makes 
each violation a separate 
offense.

As explained during the 
committee meeting, HB 
2218 also prevents school 
bus drivers from using two-

Senate Committee Advances 
‘Electronically Distracted 
Driving Act’

way radios and wireless 
communication devices while 
students enter or exit a bus, and 
it prohibits commercial drivers 
from reaching for a device if 
they are no longer in a “seated 
driving position” or properly 
restrained by a seat belt. 

Upon the first conviction, a 
driver may receive a fine of no 
more than $100. Upon a second 
conviction, a driver may be 
fined up to $200, and for a 
third or subsequent conviction, 
a driver may be fined up to 
$300, receive three points on 
their driving record, and have 
their license suspended for up 
to 90 days, according to the 
bill. Convictions are counted if 
the incident occurred within a 
24-month period. 

Should a driver damage 
property as a result of 
distracted driving, they may be 
found guilty of a misdemeanor, 
be sentenced to up to 30 days 
in jail, and receive a $100-
$500 fine, the bill states. 

If a driver should cause 
serious physical harm to 
another person as a result of 
distracted driving, they may be 
found guilty of a misdemeanor, 
be sentenced up to 120 days 
in jail, receive a $500-$1,000 
fine, and have their license 
revoked for up to one year. 

Lastly, if a driver causes the 

death of another person as a 
result of distracted driving, 
they may be found guilty 
of negligent homicide and 
sentenced accordingly. 

The bill excludes first 
responders, utility service 
providers (as long as they are 
responding to an emergency), 
commercial vehicle operators 
using mobile data devices, 
those who drive vehicles 
equipped with an automated 
driving system and those who 
must use electronic devices 
for ride-sharing, taxi or limo 
services. 

Following a question posed 
by Senator Mike Stuart, 
R-Kanawha, about whether this 
bill, and its strike-and-insert 
amendments, would still allow 
a charge of reckless driving for 
any distracted driver, counsel 
responded that it would.

Senator Michael Oliverio 
II, R-Monongalia, asked if 
this bill allowed for the use 
of smartwatches. Counsel 
responded that as the bill 
is written, smartwatches do 
not fall under the definition 
of wireless communication 
devices, and it had been 
previously determined that 
it would be difficult for a 
member of law enforcement 

(continued on Page 7)
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� is Week in 
West Virginia History

JASON GERARD WADE
Jason Gerard Wade age 39 

who resided at 17 Beth Lane 
in Eckman, West Virginia and 
departed this life in the com-
forts of his home on Sunday, 
February 19, 2023. 

He was born at Princeton 
Community Hospital in Princ-
eton, West Virginia on the 
22nd day of August, 1983 and 
the son of Tamsey Wade Kel-
sor of Keystone, West Virginia 
and Gerald Shelton of Colum-
bus, Ohio.  After completing 
his High School education, 
Jason began working and was 
last employed at the Wal-mart 
Store in Bluefi eld, Virginia.  
Jason gave his life to Christ 
and was a faithful member 
of New Vision United Ho-
liness Church in Northfork, 
West Virginia.  

In earlier years he was a 
member of both Galilee Bap-
tist Church and McDowell 
Missionary Baptist Church.  
Jason was a quiet young man 
who loved reading the Bi-
ble.  Also, he was a member 
of the Community of Praise 
Choir.  He enjoyed being out-
doors and was an avid fan  of 
basketball.  

Jason was preceded in death 
by his maternal grandparents, 
Tomie and Dorothy Wade and 
his paternal grandfathers, Wil-
liam Shelton and the Rever-
end Curtis Spencer. 

Jason leaves cherished 
memories to his parents, 
Tamsey (Kevin) Kelsor and 
Gerald Shelton; his daughter, 
Dream Goodson of Phoenix, 
Arizona; his siblings:  Takei-
sha (Kevin) Hayes of High 
Point, North Carolina, Leyton 
(Amanda) Wade of Crumpler, 
West Virginia, Darrien Kelsor 
of Keystone, Yolanda Pelt, 
Lauren Harris, Michael and 
Donovan Gravely; his pater-
nal grandmothers, Charlotte 
Spencer of Columbus, Fran-
cine Spencer of Northfork 
and Deaconess Brenda Kel-
sor of Algoma, West Virginia; 
a host of  aunts and uncles; his 
nephews, nieces and a special 
niece, Leyonna Wade; many 
cousins and friends.  

Service will be held at 12:00 
noon on Sunday, March 5, 
2023 at New Vision United 
Holiness Church in Northfork 
with the Elder Dorian Cox of-
fi ciating.  Family and friends 
will serve as both pallbearers 
and fl ower bearers.  Visitation 
will begin at 11:30 AM.  

Services entrusted to Greg-
ory-Page Funeral Home in 
Welch, West Virginia.  

ROBERT LIVINGSTONE 
"ROB" LEE

Robert Livingstone “Rob” 
Lee passed away peacefully at 
his home in Welch, 

WV on February 28, 2023 at 
the age of 85.

He was born March 4, 1937 
to Ellis O’Brian and Daisy 
Hull Lee. Rob was preceded 
in death by his parents and  
brothers, Jack, Frankie, Don-
ald, Cecil and Danny Lee. He 
was employed by the City of 
Welch as commissioner for 52 
years and retired in 2019. He 
served in the US Navy during 
the Korean Confl ict aboard the 
USS Salem. He loved sports 
and was a WVU, Baltimore 
Orioles and Red Socks fan. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Darlene Whittaker Lee; Chil-
dren, Steve, (Ann) and Robin 
G. Lee; Step-Children, Rob-
in Noe and Robbie (Tammy) 
Noe all of Welch, WV; Broth-
ers, Ellis (Mary) Lee of Tem-
ple, TX, Tommy (Lilly) Lee 
of Falls  Mills, VA, David Lee 
of Stanley, NC, Roy Lee of 
Abingdon, VA and Irvin (Deb-
bie) Lee of Oceana, WV; Sis-
ters, Faye Jones of Coalwood, 
WV, Alyce (Bill) Fleming of 
Bristol, VA and Pat (Fred) 
Joyce of Luray, VA. He is 
also survived by 3 grandchil-
dren, Ashley Bailey (Brandon 
Winebarger), Travis (Faith) 
Noe and Tiffany Noe Cleary 
and eight great-grandchildren, 
Aiden and Skylar Farmer, Jay-
cee, Shaylyn Cleary, Karter, 
Ben, Jerry and Charlee Noe. 

Special thanks to his care-
givers, Robin Noe and Elvis 
Spence.

Funeral services will be held 
on Friday, March 3, 2023 at 
2:00 PM at the Cravens-Shires 
Funeral Home in Bluewell 
with his brother, Irwin Lee 
offi ciating. Burial will follow 
at Woodlawn Memorial Park 
in Bluewell where members 
of the Street Department of 
Welch will serve as pallbear-
ers and full Military Graveside 
Honors will be performed by 
the Mercer County Veterans 
Honor Guard. Friends may 
call from 11:00 AM til 2:00 
PM prior to the service. 

Cravens-Shires Funeral 
Home is serving the Lee fam-
ily.

BRIAN KEITH PERDUE
Brian Keith Perdue, 57, of 

Princeton, WV, passed away 
Monday, February 27, 2023 in 
Maybeury, WV. Born October 

RONNIE LEE SCOTT
Ronnie Lee Scott, 68, of 

Maybeury, WV, went to be 
with his Lord peacefully Feb-
ruary 26, 2023 at his home af-
ter a long illness. He was born 
March 30, 1954. He graduated 
from high school in Welch, 
WV and es a member of the 
Maybeury Church of God for 
50 years. He also worked for 
Ramey Tazewell for 18 years. 
He loved the Lord, his family, 
and friends. 

Ronnie is preceded in death 
by his mother, Helen Johnson; 
sister Matha Johnson; neph-
ew, Walter Keith Johnson; 
adoptive grandparents, Hobert 
and Artie Scott; and adoptive 
brothers and sisters, Carol, 
Buck, Pat, and Nancy. 

He is survived by his sisters, 
Judy Johnson of Maybeury, 
WV, Pamela Butler of Princ-
eton, WV, and Kathy Gibson 
and Virgil Lambert of Pearis-
burg, VA; brother, Ricky John-
son and wife Belvia of Sparta, 
NC; and two adopted brothers, 
Clinton Scott and wife Donna 
and Kermit Scott. 

Homegoing service will be 

BETTY KATHERINE 
BOWMAN

Betty Katherine Bowman, 
89, of War, WV, passed away 
Friday, March 3, 2023 at her 
residence. Born July 10, 1933 
in Bartley, WV she was the 
daughter of the late Jake Gross 
and Stella Gross.

Betty was a homemaker and 
she was of the Pentecostal 
Faith.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Cecil Bowman; 
two children, Paul Blanken-
ship, Jr. and Wayne Blanken-
ship; and eight brothers and 
sisters.

Those left to cherish her 
memories are two daughters, 
Stella Browning of War and 
Rosa Lee Adams of English; 
six step-children, Dora Mar-
lene Roberts of Welch, Tina 
Marie Chambers of Marion, 

VA, Sue Ellen Blankenship of 
Florida, Amy Nicole Collison 
of Coalwood, Cecil Lee Bow-
man of Bartley, and James 
Daniel Bowman of Bart-
ley; one sister, Beatrice Faye 
Christian of Eckman; nine 
grandchildren; and numerous 
great grandchildren.

Funeral services will be 
conducted Thursday, March 
9, 2023 at 12:00 noon from 
the Power House Ministries 
Church in Caretta, WV, with 
the Reverend Ricky Muncy, 
offi ciating. Burial will follow 
in the War Cove Cemetery in 
War Cove.

Pallbearers will be family 
and friends.

Friends may call at the 
church Wednesday evening 
March 8th after 6:00 PM.

The Douglas Mortuary in 
Welch is serving the family. 
Online condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
douglasmortuary.com

DANNY RAY CLINE
IAEGER, WV – Danny Ray 

Cline. Age 70, passed away 
on Friday, February 24, 2023, 

at the McDowell Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Gary, 
WV. Born August 5, 1952, in 
Iaeger, WV, he was the son of 
the late Everett Cline and El-
sie Mae Lester Davis. Danny 
worked as a coal miner and 
was a beloved brother who 
will be missed.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by one 
sister, Beulah Mae “Boots” 
Poe. Survivors include two 
brothers, Ricky Lester and 
Eddie Wayne Lester, both of 
Iaeger, WV; and one sister, 
Shelby Stumbo of Peterstown, 
WV.

Graveside services will be 
held at 2:00PM on Wednes-
day, March 1, 2023, at 
Woodlawn Memorial Park in 
Bluewell, WV. Those wishing 
to attend the graveside service 
are asked to meet at the ceme-
tery by 1:45PM.

Online guestbook can 
be signed or condolenc-
es may be sent to the fami-
ly at www.broyles-shrews-
bury.com. Arrangements by 
Broyles-Shrewsbury Funeral 
Home, Peterstown, WV.

conducted on Friday, March 
3, 2023 at 2:00 PM at the 
Maybeury Church of God in 
Maybeury with Rev. Kenneth 
Abram and Rev. Dolly Sexton 
offi ciating. 

Visitation will one hour be-
fore the service, from 1:00-
2:00 PM. 

Cravens-Shires Funeral 
Home is serving the Scott 
family. 

15, 1965 in Bluefi eld, WV, he 
was a son of Shirley Woods 
Perdue and the late Sam Wal-
ter Perdue. Brian was loved 
by all who knew him, and he 
will be greatly missed by his 
friends and family. Brian, you 
will forever be in our hearts. 
Brian was preceded in death 
by his father, Sam Walter Per-
due.

Those left to cherish Brian’s 
memory are his mother, Shir-
ley Woods Perdue of May-
beury, WV; brothers, Mark 
Perdue of Maybeury, WV, and 
Ralph Perdue of Maybeury, 
WV; and sister, Tina Richard-
son of Princeton, WV.

A graveside service will be 
conducted 11:00 AM Thurs-
day, March 2, 2023 at Wood-
lawn Memorial Park with Rev. 
Dr. Doug Hyndrich offi ciat-
ing. The family will receive 
friends from 10:00 AM until 
10:45 AM at Cravens-Shires 
Funeral Home. Friends and 
family will serve as pallbear-
ers. Cravens-Shires Funeral 
Home is serving the Perdue 
family.

Charleston WV – The follow-
ing events happened on these 
dates in West Virginia history. To 
read more, go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

March 8, 1902: U.S. Repre-
sentative and Senator Jennings 
Randolph was born in Salem in 
Harrison County.

 March 8, 1926: An explosion 
killed 19 miners at Eccles in 
Raleigh County. Ten men were 
saved by barricading themselves 
in the mine.

March 8, 1960: A fi re at Is-
land Creek Coal’s Holden No. 22 
mine in Logan County killed 18 
men.

March 8, 1963: The state col-
ors of blue and “old gold” were 
adopted by the legislature.

March 9, 1832: George Robert 
Latham was born. At the onset of 
the Civil War, Latham turned his 
Grafton law offi ce into a recruit-
ing station, and he led the fi rst 
Union troops in north-central 
West Virginia.

March 9, 1953: Football player 
Dennis Harrah was born in South 
Charleston. In the NFL, Harrah 
played in 168 games for the Los 
Angeles Rams (1975-87), was a 
six-time All Pro, and played in 
one Super Bowl.

March 9, 1965: President Lyn-
don Johnson signed the act estab-
lishing the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.

March 10, 1915: West Virgin-
ia’s fi rst Rotary International club 
was established in Wheeling.

March 10, 1920: West Virgin-
ia became the 34th state to ratify 
the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which guaranteed 
women the right to vote. 

March 11, 1847: Boone Coun-
ty was formed from parts of Lo-
gan, Kanawha and Cabell coun-
ties and named for Daniel Boone. 

March 11, 1848: Putnam Coun-
ty was formed from portions of 
Kanawha, Mason and Cabell 
counties. It was named in honor 
of Gen. Israel Putnam, a leading 
commander at the Battle of Bun-
ker Hill during the Revolutionary 
War. 

March 11, 1856: Roane Coun-
ty was created from parts of 
Kanawha, Jackson and Gilmer 
counties. It was named for Judge 
Spencer Roane, a son-in-law of 
Patrick Henry.

March 12, 1835: Marshall 
County was created from part of 
Ohio County. It was named for 
John Marshall, chief justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

March 12, 1850: Wheeling 
Hospital was chartered. During 
the Civil War, the institution was 
used as a general military hospi-
tal. The Sisters of Saint Joseph 
were hired as army nurses, treat-
ing wounded Union and Confed-
erate soldiers side by side.

March 13, 2002: Herbalist and 
folk doctor Catfi sh Gray died in 
Huntington. Gray was known for 
his vast knowledge of tradition-
al plant lore and for his quaint 
and engaging personality. At the 
height of the folklore revival of 
the 1970s, Gray was a frequent 
newspaper and television inter-
view subject.

March 14, 1931: Noting the 
interest in the annual reunion of 
Carnifex Ferry battle veterans 
from the Civil War, the legisla-
ture created the Carnifex Ferry 
Battlefi eld Park Commission.
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McDowell  County  Church  Directory
ADVENT CHRISTIAN

•Indian Creek Seventh-Day Adventist, Rt. 
16, Welch-Pineville Rd. - Pastor, Tom Hughes. 
Service - Sat. Sabbath School 10 a.m., Worship 
Service 11 a.m.

•East War Advent Christian Church, Cove 
Section War - Pastor, Dan Cyphers, Jr. Service - 
Sun. School 10 a.m., Sun. Night Worship 6 p.m..

•Newhall Advent Christian, Newhall- Pastor, 
Henry Spence.  Service - Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Morning Worship 11:15 a.m. (2nd and 4th Sun.)

BAPTIST
•Little Vine Baptist Church, Rt. 52, Superior 

- Pastor, Elder Alvin M. Belcher. Service - 
Sunday Morning 11 a.m., Tue. Youth 6 p.m., 
Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m.

•Lovely Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 
Vivian - Services are Rev. Robert Johnson with 
Sun. School at 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship is 
at 11:30 a.m.

•St. James Missionary Baptist Church, Court 
St., Welch - Pastor Rev. George Masterson. 
Service, Sun. School 9:30 a.m. Morning 
worship 11 a.m. Tue. prayer meeting 5 p.m. 
Missionary meeting 2 p.m.

•Raysal Freewill Baptist Church, Raysal - 
Pastor, Herman Day. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., Wed. Night 7 
p.m.

•Second Missionary Baptist Church, Caretta - 
Pastor, Rev. Joseph Moore. Service - (1st and 
3rd Sun.) Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Church Service 
11:15 a.m.

•Big Jenny Freewill Baptist Church, Big Jenny 
- Pastor, Carl Cline. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m., Sun. Night 7 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m.

•Mt. Chapel Missionary  Baptist Church, 
Keystone Rev. Kenneth Brown is currently 
speaking. Service - Sun. School 9:30 a.m. Sun. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Wed. night Mid-
Week Prayer Service & Bible Study, and Holy 
Communion every First Sun.

•Upland  Baptist Church, Upland - Rev. Dane 
Moore, Pastor.  Sun. Service 11:15 a.m. Wed. 
Service 6 p.m.

•Emmanuel Baptist Church, War - Pastor Rev. 
Spencer Oxford. Service - Sun. School 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Evening Worship 7 
p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m. 

•Canebrake Freewill Baptist, Canebrake - 
Pastor Darrell Long. Service -Sun. School 10 
a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. Night Service 7 
p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Rock Hill Missionary Baptist Church, Gary 
- Service - Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Wed. Service 6 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study 7 p.m.  Holy 
Communion every first Sun.

•Newlife Southern Baptist Chapel, Welch - 
Pastor Donald Dinger. Service - Sun. School 10 
a.m. Morning worship 11 a.m. Wed. prayer and 
Bible study 7 p.m.

•Panther Missionary Baptist Church, Panther 
- Pastor, Steven Shumate. Service - Sun. School 
11 a.m. Regular Service 12 p.m.

•First Baptist Church, Keystone - Pastor, John 
Sprouse.  Service-Sun. School 10 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Wed. Bible Study 2 p.m.

•First Baptist Church, Welch-Pastor, Clay 
Phillips Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning Service 
11:00 a.m. Evening Service 7:00 p.m. Tue. 
evening Bible study 7 p.m. 

•First Baptist Church, Northfork-Worship 
service Sun. morning 11 a.m. Pastor Eugene 
Watson.

•Havaco Temple Baptist-Sun. School 10 a.m. 
Worship 11:30. Rev. Kenneth Orr.

•Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, Thorpe - 
Pastor, Rev. Nathaniel E. Burroughs. Service - 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

•First Missionary Baptist Church, Kimball - 
Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship 11:15 
a.m.

CATHOLIC
•St. Peter, Welch - Mass, Sun. 9 a.m. 436-2014 
•Our Lady of Victory, Gary - No regular Mass. 

Call 304-436-2014 for schedules.
•Christ The King, War - No regular Mass. Call 

304-436-2014 for schedules.
•Sacred Heart, Powhatan - Mass, Sun. 11:30 

a.m. 304-862-3494
•Holy Cross Mission in Pineville. 3 p.m on 

Sundays. First Sunday Mass, the rest are prayer 
services. 

•Bradshaw Church Of God, Bradshaw-Pastor 
Rev. Bobby Carter Sun. School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Evening 6:30 
p.m. Wed. Evening 7 p.m. 

•Capels Church Of God, Capels -Pastor 
Kenneth Felts Sun. School 10 a.m. Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 6 p.m. Wed. Night 
7 p.m. 

•Endwell Church Of God-Pastor Phil Akers. 
Sun. School 10 a.m. Sun. night 6:30 p.m. Tues. 
7 p.m.

•Central Avenue Church Of God - Pastor, Tim 
Akers. Sun. School at 9:45 a.m. Sun. Night 
Service at 6 p.m. Wed. Night at 7 p.m.

•Iaeger Church Of God-Pastor Don Morgan, 
Sun. school at 10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. 
Sun. Night 6:30 p.m. Wed. Night 6:30 p.m.

•Church Of God, War -  Pastor, Rev. Leroy 
Richards. Service - Sun. School at 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Children’s Church 
11:30 a.m. Evening Worship 6:30 p.m. Wed., 
Family Training hour; Pioneers Boys Club; 
Girls Club 7p.m. 

•Wilcoe Church Of God, Wilcoe - Pastor, 
Dale Sharp. Service - Sun. School at 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun. Night 6 p.m., 
Wed. Night 6:30 p.m.

•Miracle Mt. Carmel Holiness Church Of 
God, Kimball - Service - Sun. School 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11:30 a.m. Mon. Choir 
Practice 7 p.m., Tue.Pastor Anthony Blair.

 •Missionary Meeting 7 p.m. Wed. Prayer 
Service/Bible Study 7 p.m. Every other Thur. 
Young People’s Holiness Association and 
Educational Meeting 7 p.m.

•Keystone Church Of God Worship Center- 
Keystone- Pastor Bill Belcher, Thur. Night 
Service 7 p.m. Sun. School 10a.m. and Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 7 p.m.

•First Church Of God-Three Forks-Pastor 
Jimmy Allen, Asst. Pastor, Tommy Jenks. 
Services Thurs. at 7 p.m., and Sun. at 1:00 p.m.

•Atwell Church of God - Atwell - Pastor 
Jimmie Schrader. Sun., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Tues., Night 7 p.m. 

METHODIST
•First United Methodist Church,Virginia 

Avenue and Bridge Street  Welch, WV 24801- 
Brad Davis, Pastor. Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Morning Worship at 11 a.m.

•Thorpe United Methodist Church, Thorpe, 
WV 24888 Bill Crawford, Pastor. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

•Hemphill United Methodist Church, 
Hemphill - Rev. Olen Butcher-Winfree Pastor, 
Worship: Sun. @ 9 a.m., Sun. School @ 10 a.m.

•Coalwood United Methodist Church, 
Coalwood - Pastor, Ed Todd. Service at 11 a.m.

•Premier United Methodist Church, Premier, 
WV 24878 - Ed Todd, Pastor Service - Morning 
Worship 9:30 a.m.

•Houston United Methodist Church,  Kimball 
- Pastor, Ken Evans. Worship 11 a.m. 

•Mt. Zion AME- Sun. Service on the 1st and 
3rd Sun., Sun. School at 10 a.m. and Morning 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. Any questions 
call 585-7962. 

•Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church-
Jenkinjones-Rev. Justina Young, Pastor. 1st & 
3rd Thurs, Prayer service/bible studies. 1st & 
3rd Sun.-Sun. School at 10:45 a.m. Morning 
Worship at11:30 a.m.

•Iaeger first United Methodist Church - Pastor 
Bob & Linda McKinney. Sun. School 10 a.m., 
Worship Service Sun. 11 a.m., Bible Study 
Tues. 6 p.m., on 2nd. Sun. each month @ 7 p.m. 
Ladies Margaret Harman Circle, 4th Thur., each 
month @ 6 p.m., is Men’s fellowship.

•Court Street United Methodist Church, Court 
Street, Welch, WV 24801. Rev. Olen Butcher-
Winfree, Pastor. Morning Worship at 10 a.m.

PENTECOSTAL
•Coalwood Pentecostal Holiness Church, 

Coalwood - Pastor Gene “Ringo” Kirk. Service-
Sun. School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m. 
Sun. Evening Worship 6 p.m. Wed. Night 6 p.m.

•Premier Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Premier - Pastor, Randall Dority. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m. Sun. 
Evening Worship 6 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m.

•Trinity Temple Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Welch - Pastor Dan Pruitt. Service-Sun. School 
10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., Evening 
Worship 7 p.m., Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Pentecostal Christian Center, Berwind - 
Pastor, Randy Campbell. Service - Sun. 1 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m.

•Mohegan Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Mohegan - Pastor, Billy Daniels. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11:15 a.m., 
Sun. Night 7 p.m., Thur., Youth & Worship 7 
p.m.

•Gary Pentecoastal Holiness Church, Gary 
- Pastor, Rev. Richard Sturgell. Service-Sun. 
School 10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m. Night 
Worship 7 p.m. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Roderfield Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
Roderfield - Pastor, Lacy Griffith. Services-Sun. 
School 10 a.m., Sun. and Wed. Night Service 7 
p.m. Youth meetings, Wed. 7 p.m.  

•Big Four Pentecostal Holiness Church, Big 
Four-Pastor, Rev. Larry Buckland. Service-
Sun. School 10 a.m., Morning Worship 11 a.m., 
Night Worship 7 p.m.. Wed. Service 7 p.m.

•Welch Pentecostal Church Of God, Jr. Poca-
Sun. School 10 a.m. Sun. night 6:30 p.m. Wed. 
6:30 p.m. Pastors: Rev. Cruz & Lucille Soto.       

•Twin Branch Pentecostal Trinity Assembly 
Church, Twin Branch-Pastor Stephen Walker 
Sr., Assistant Pastor-Melissa Craft Sun. School 
10:30 a.m., Sun. Evening 6:30 p.m. Wed. 
evenings 7 p.m. 

•Harvest Center Ministries, Welch-Pineville 
Rd., Pastor, Michael Brooks. Sun. School at 
12:00, Worship service 1:00 p.m., Thur. night 
Prayer Service  at 7:00 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

•Anderson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Stewart St. -Service-Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. School 10:40 a.m., Tue. prayer meeting 2 
p.m. 

First Presbyterian, Virginia Ave. - Service - 
Sun. Worship 11 a.m.

OTHERS
•Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints, 

Stadium Dr. Jr. Poca, Welch. Sunday Services - 
Sacrament Meeting at 10 a.m.

•Abundant Life Ministry Church Maybeury 
- Pastor Roger L. Walton, Service-Sun. Morn. 
Worship 11 a.m. Church School-10 a.m. Wed. 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m. Bible Study 7 p.m.

•Midway Shilo  Temple, Keystone-Pastor, 
Elder Lester, Turner, Sr., Service - Prayer 
Service 9:30 a.m.. SS 10 a.m.. Sun. Worship 
11 a.m.. Sun. Evening  Service 6 p.m. 
Transportation  Call 862-2202..

•God’s Lighthouse Trinity Church, Iaeger - 
Pastor, Joe Harless. Sun. School 10:30, Sun. 
Night 7 p.m. Bible Study Tues. 7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting Thurs 7p.m.

•Bethel Assembly Of God, Vivian - Pastor, 
Martha Dalton. Sunday school 10 a.m. Morning 
worship 11 a.m. Sun. Night 6 p.m. Wed. Bible 
Study 7 p.m.

•Livelystone Church - Pastor Roger Hicks. 
Sun. evening 7 p.m. Thur. evening 7 p.m. 
Communion once per month.

•Old Fashion Full Gospel, Northfork - Pastor, 
Harold Simpson.  Sun.10 a.m. Sunday night 7 
p.m. Wed. night 7 p.m. 

•Springs Of Life Tabernacle, Newhall - Pastor, 
Mary Osborne. Sun. 7 p.m. Thurs. 7 p.m.

•Healing Water Full Gospel Church, 
Roderfield - Co-Pastors Lee Bouling and Grady 
May. Wed. 7 p.m. Sat. 7:30 p.m.

•United Christian Church - Anawalt -  Pastor, 
Elder Irene Witten. Sun. Worship  Service 11 
a.m. .

•Raysal Church Of The Living God- Pastor, 
Rev. Alice Rose. Sunday School 10 a.m. Sun. 
Night Worship 7 p.m. Wed. Night Worship 7 
p.m.

•Havaco Community Church, Havaco Bottom 
- Pastor, Dean Hatfield. Sun. School 10a.m. 
Sun. Worship 6 p.m. PS Tues. 10a.m. Ladies 
Meeting 2nd Wed. of month 6p.m. Thurs. WS 
6p.m.

•Roderfield Community Church, Roderfield - 
Pastor Marlene Reed. Service - Saturday 6 p.m., 
Sun. 1 p.m.

•Ark Of Safety Church, Roderfield  - Pastor, 
Gene Ball. Service - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun.Night 7 p.m. 
Wed. 7 p.m.

•Iaeger Church Of Christ- Evangelist Kevin 
Blankenship Sun. Morning Bible Study 10 a.m. 
Services at 11 a.m. 

•Community Church Of Lex, Bradshaw - 
Pastor, Dillard Atwell.  Service - 7 p.m. Mon. 
and Fri.

•Asco Community Church, Asco-Pastor, 
Keith Milam- Sunday School 11 a.m. Sunday 
Morning Worship 12 noon, Sun. Evening 
Worship 7 p.m., Tue. Evening Prayer 7 p.m. 
Wed. Evening Service 7 p.m., Fri. Evening 
Youth 7 p.m. 

•Mile Branch Community Church-Pastor, 
Rev. Ronnie Bowles. Service nights; Tue. and 
Sat. at 7 p.m. 

•Roderfield Christian Church, Roderfield - 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Communion 11 a.m.

•House Of Gethesmane, Iaeger-Panther Road 
-  Pastor, Rev. Wayne Hunt. Service - Sat. 7:30 
p.m. 

•Highknob Church Of The Living God 
- Pastor, Lewis Kennedy.  Service - Sun., 
Morning 11 a.m., Tue. 7 p.m.

•Trinity Assembly, English Road, English 
- Pastors, Charlie and Cathy Barker. Service - 
Sun. 11 a.m., 7 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.

•First Church Nazarene-Riverside Drive-
Pastor Virgil Green. Sun. School 10 a.m. Morn. 
Worship: 11 a.m. Sun. eve. 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.

•Avondale Christian Church, Ritter Hollow - 
Pastor, Robert J. Steele. Service - Sun. Morning 
11 a.m. Thur. Bible Study 7 p.m.

•Full Gospel Open Bible Church, Hemphill - 
Pastor, Rev. Charles Cox. Service - Sun. School 
10 a.m. Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun. night 6 
p.m., Wed. and Fri. night 7 p.m.

•Living Bread And Water Fellowship - Squire 
- Service Tues. & Sat. 7 p.m.

•Temple Of Deliverance United Holy Church-
Landgraff-Pastor Elder, Larry D. Martin, Sun. 
School 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship 11:30 a.m. 
Prayer Service Wed. 6 p.m. Bible Study Wed. 
7p.m. Y.P.H.A. Friday 6 p.m.

•Open Arm Ministries - Bradshaw - Sun. 
School 10:30 a.m. Morning Service 11:00 a.m. 
Sun. evening 7:00 p.m. Thur. Evening 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor James McClanahan Jr.

•Royal Kingdom Ministries, Capels - Pastor 
Stephon Smith. Sunday morning worship at 11 
a.m. Wednesday night prayer and bible study at 
6 p.m.

•New Vision United Holiness Church will 
have Morning worship  at 11:00 a.m. Minister 
Hawthorne. 

Upcoming Church EventsUpcoming Church Events
Church Events are printed 

each Tuesday. To be included, 
your notice must be turned 
in by 1 p.m. on Friday for 
next week’s publication.  
Submissions may be made by 
hand or mail at 125 Wyoming 
St. Welch, WV 24801 or 
via email at welchnews@
frontiernet.net.

OTHER CHURCH 
EVENTS

•The New Hope Fellowship 
Church, Thorpe, WV, will be 
having service every Sunday 
morning at 11:00 a.m. Pastor 
Karen Jones-Gautier and 
members welcome you to 
worship with us. 

• The congregation of Mt. 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
will continue services on the 
first and third Sunday. Their 
minister will be Rev. Jerry 
Esters of Bluefield, VA. The 
service will begin at 11:00 
a.m. and COVID-19 protocols 
will be observed. The public is 
invited to worship with us. 

• Galilee Baptist Church of 
Worth, WV will have services 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month. Services start at 
11:15 a.m.

•Evangelist Patricia Smith 
will be the 11:30 a.m. speaker 
for the month of November 
at First Baptist McDowell. 
Sunday School begins at 10 
a.m. We welcome you to the 
Church off the beaten path but 
on the right road. 

• Rock Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church in Gary, WV 
will have service each Sunday 
of every month starting at 
11:15 a.m. COVID-19 protocol 
will be observed. The public is 
invited to attend. 

• First Baptist Church of 
Wilcoe will have Worship 
Service every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. Rev. David Cooper, 
Pastor. 

•New Vision United Holiness 
Church in Northfork will have 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m., 
Morning Worship at 11:15 
a.m. Pastor Elder Dorian Cox 
invites the public to attend.

• Little Vine Baptist Church 
is having service every Sunday 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
We welcome all. 

• The Coalwood Pentecostal 
Holiness Church would like 
to invite you to our services. 
Sunday Morning Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. Sunday Night 
Movies at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Service at 7 p.m. Ladies 
Auxilliary Meeting begins at 
6:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday 
of each month. Pastor Brenda 
Hall & Keith Hall welcome all. 

•Pastor Joey Proffitt’s TV 
Program can be seen every 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. on Shentel 
Cable Channel 14 in McDowell 
County. Channel 8 in Wyoming 
County.  

• Welch Nazarene Church 
Service Times are as follows: 
Sunday School at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church at 11 a.m., 
Sunday Bible Study in Martha 
Moore Riverfront Park at 2 
p.m., and Wednesday Night 

This Week’s Church Page 
Brought to You By 

Meal at 6 p.m. with Wednesay 
Night Study following at 7 p.m.

•Little Vine Baptist Church 
in Superior will serve a free 
breakfast every Saturday from 
8 a.m. until 11 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome. 

•Thorpe United Methodist 
Church, of Jenkinjones and 
their Pastor Bill Crawford, 
invites everyone to com join 
them for Worship - Alternating 
Sun.,10:30 am, Sun. School @ 
10:30 and Worship @ 11:30.

•Pastor Joey Proffitt is 
preaching every Sunday at 
Rolfe P.H. Church at 6 p.m. 
and singing the first Sunday of 
every month.

•Tune in to #1 Gospel Music 
Mix every Sunday Morning 
from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. on WKQB 
102.9 FM. 92.7 F.M. 

•“Fires of Pentecost” with 
Evangelist Brenda & Jimmy 
Blankenship can be seen on 
New Beginnings TV Broadcast, 
Shentel Cable Network every 
Wed. at 5 p.m. or on U-Tube.

• Southern Gospel Music Jam 
Session - Every Friday Night 
at 6 p.m. Bible Study from 7 to 
10 p.m. Bring your instruments 
to the Log & Glass House 
Paradise Island of Christian, 
WV. www.paradiseislandwv 
for more information 304-583-
2825 call first to confirm.

•Midway Shiloh Temple 

Church is sponsoring a 
Christian Basketball League 
for boys and girls ages 4 to 16. 
Practices and games are held 
at Green Valley Recreation 
Center, Bluefield, WV.

•Roderfield Pentecostal 
Holiness Church will have 
Sunday School at 10: am, 
Morning Worship at 11: am; 
Sun Night Service 7: pm; Wed. 
Night Service 7:pm. Come and 
Worship with us.

•North Welch Church of God 
on Welch Pineville Rd., will 
have Sun. School 10 a.m. & 
Morning Worship @ 11 a.m.; 
Sun. Worship at 6 p.m. Wed. 
Bible Study @ 7 p.m. Interim 
Pastor, Scott Long.

•Pastor Lacy Griffith is 
having services at Yukon 
Pentecostal Holiness Church 
on Wed., nights at 7 p.m. and on 
Sun. night at 7 p.m. Everyone 
is invited.

•Join Revelation Ministries 
Bible Study Broadcast 1150 
AM, with Brother Jimmy 
Daniels each Sunday from 1:30 
till 2:30 p.m.

•Radio broadcast “Jesus is 
our only Hope Ministries” is 
on Each Sunday morning from 
9:30 a.m till 10:00 a.m. on 
K.I.S.S. FM 102.9 Bluefield, 
Princeton and Welch. 92.7 FM 
Mullens, with Minister, Elder 
Lakethia LeDale. also on cable 

Fanning Funeral Homes

Shentel Channel 6 TV.
•First Baptist Church in 

Welch (Court Street), Pastor 
Fred VanDyke invites the 
public to come worship with 
us! Sunday School at 10 a.m.  
Morning worship @11 a.m. & 
Bible Study on Tuesday @ 7 
p.m.

•The Wakeup Call with Rev. 
Darrell and Magel Stapleton, 
Pastors of Glen Fork Church 
of God can be seen on New 
Beginnings TV Broadcast, 
Shantel Cable Network every 
Tuesday at 9:30 p.m.

•Abundant Life Ministries 
of Maybeury, WV, will have 
Sunday School  at 9:45 a.m. 
and Sunday morning service 
at 10:45. Pastor Roger & Dana 
Walton welcomes the public.

•Hensley Community 
Outreach has Youth Meetings 
Tue. @ 6 p.m., Bible Study on 
Wed. at 6 p.m. and Sun. School 
at 10 a.m. and Sun. Night 
service at 7 p.m. Pastor Adam 
Wheeler invites everyone.

•War Community Outreach - 
Cecil Bowman Pastor, Tuesday 
service 7 p.m.

•Welch Pentecostal Church 
of God at Jr. Poca Pastors, Cruz 
& Lucille Soto. Tues. night at 
6 p.m. Service Sunday at 6:00 
p.m.  All are welcome!

•The Keystone Community 
Church is now open and will 
have Sunday morning service 
at 11 a.m. Come early and we 
will serve coffee, orange juice 
and doughnuts. The Church 
is located on the hill behind 
Eller’s Quick Stop. If you are a 
Piano player, we will welcome 
you with open arms. Pastor: 
Ed Todd invites the public to 
attend.
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Established 2019
Schedule of weekly 

services:

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
(classes for all ages)

Sunday Morning - 10:30 a.m. 
(Junior Church & Nursery 

Provided)

Sunday Evening - 6:00 p.m. 
(Nursery Provided)

� ursday Evening - 6:30 p.m. 
(Youth Group for all ages)

Need a ride to Church? We will 
pick you up, just call us!!

1049 Riverside drive (out WV Rt. 
103 towards Gary) Welch, WV, 

24801

Pastor Mike Blake 
(304) 617 - 7142
hope4welch.com

Living Hope
Baptist Church

On 
AM 1150

In
McDowell

County

For a Classified, call Tom @ For a Classified, call Tom @ 

(304) 436-436-3144 ext. 25(304) 436-436-3144 ext. 25

Classifi edsClassifi eds

MISCELLANEOUS
L & L Tree Service

Tree cutting, trimming, 
removal, brush chipping 
or hillside cutting. 
No job to big or small. 

Save money, call us to-
day. 304-967-5820

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Welch Area: Near park 

and recreation areas, tran-
sit bus service available. 
No income  restrictions, 

HUD Approved. 
Call 1-304-888-3601.

What is lupus?
Lupus is a chronic (lifelong) 

autoimmune disease that can 
damage any part of the body. 
With autoimmune diseases, 
the body’s immune (defense) 
system cannot tell the differ-
ence between viruses, bacte-
ria, and other germs and the 
body’s healthy cells, tissues, 
or organs. Because of this, the 
immune system attacks and 
destroys these healthy cells, 
tissues, or organs.

What are the different types 
of lupus?

There are several different 
types of lupus:

•Systemic lupus erythema-
tosus (SLE) is the most com-
mon and most serious type of 
lupus. SLE affects all parts of 
the body.

•Cutaneous lupus erythema-
tosus, which affects only the 
skin

•Drug-induced lupus, a 
short-term type of lupus 
caused by certain medicines

•Neonatal lupus, a rare type 
of lupus that affect newborn 
babies

What is systemic lupus ery-
thematosus (SLE)?

SLE is the most common 
type of lupus. SLE can be 
mild or severe and can affect 
different parts of the body. 
Common symptoms include 
fatigue, hair loss, sun sensitiv-
ity, painful and swollen joints, 
unexplained fever, skin rash-
es, and kidney problems.

There is no one test for SLE. 
Usually your doctor will ask 
you about your family and 
personal medical history and 
your symptoms. Your doctor 
will also do some laboratory 
tests.

What is cutaneous lupus er-
ythematosus (CLE)?

This type of lupus is a skin 
disease that can affect people 
with or without SLE. “Cutane-
ous” means “skin.” Symptoms 
may include rashes, hair loss, 
swelling of the blood vessels, 
ulcers, and sun sensitivity. To 
fi nd out if you have cutaneous 
lupus and what kind it is, your 
doctor will remove a small 
piece of the rash or sore and 
look at it under a microscope.

There are two major kinds 
of cutaneous lupus:

•Discoid lupus erythemato-
sus (DLE). A discoid rash usu-
ally begins as a red raised rash 
that becomes scaly or changes 
color to a dark brown. These 
rashes often appear on the face 
and scalp, but they may affect 

Things To Know About Lupus
other areas. Many people with 
DLE have scarring. Some-
times DLE causes sores in the 
mouth or nose. If you have 
DLE, there is a small chance 
that you will later get SLE.

•Subacute cutaneous lupus 
erythematosus causes skin 
lesions that appear on parts 
of the body exposed to sun. 
These lesions do not cause 
scars.

What is drug-induced lu-
pus?

Drug-induced lupus is 
caused by certain medicines. 
The symptoms of drug-in-
duced lupus are like those 
of SLE, such as joint pain, 
muscle pain, and fever. But 
symptoms are usually not as 
serious. Also, drug-induced 
lupus rarely affects major or-
gans. Most often, the disease 
goes away when the medicine 
is stopped.

The medicines that most 
commonly cause drug-in-
duced lupus are used to treat 
other chronic health problems. 
These include seizures, high 
blood pressure, or rheumatoid 
arthritis. But not everyone 
who takes these medicines 
will get drug-induced lupus.

What is neonatal lupus?
Neonatal lupus is a rare con-

dition in infants that is caused 
by certain antibodies from the 
mother. These antibodies can 
be found in mothers who have 
lupus. But, if you have lupus, 
this does not mean you will 
defi nitely pass it to your baby. 
Most infants of mothers with 
lupus are healthy.

It is also possible for an in-
fant to have neonatal lupus 
even though the mother does 
not have lupus currently. But, 
if a baby is born with lupus, 
often the mother will develop 
lupus later in life.

At birth, an infant with neo-
natal lupus may have a skin 
rash, liver problems, or low 
blood cell counts. These symp-
toms often go away complete-
ly after several months and 
have no lasting effects. Infants 
with neonatal lupus also can 
have a rare but serious heart 
defect.

Who gets lupus?
Anyone can get lupus. It is 

diffi cult to know how many 
people in the United States 
have lupus, because the symp-
toms are different for every 
person. It is estimated that 
1.5 million Americans have 
lupus.1 Other estimates range 
from 161,000 to 322,000 
Americans with systemic lu-
pus erythematosus (SLE).2

About 9 out of 10 diagnoses 
of lupus are in women ages 15 
to 44.3

How does lupus affect 
women?

Lupus is most common 
in women ages 15 to 44, or 

during the years they can have 
children. Having lupus raises 
your risk of other health prob-
lems. Lupus can also make 
these problems happen earli-
er in life compared to women 
who do not have lupus.

These health problems in-
clude:

•Heart disease. Lupus rais-
es the risk of the most com-
mon type of heart disease, 
called coronary artery dis-
ease (CAD). This is partly 
because people with lupus 
have more CAD risk factors, 
which include high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, and 
type 2 diabetes. Lupus caus-
es infl ammation (swelling), 
which also increases the risk 
for CAD. Women with lupus 
may be less   active because of 
fatigue, joint problems, and 
muscle pain, and this also puts 
them at risk for heart disease. 
In one study, women with lu-
pus were 50 times more likely 
to have chest pain or a heart 
attack than other women of 
the same age.4

•Osteoporosis. Medicines 
that treat lupus may cause 
bone loss. Bone loss can lead 
to osteoporosis, a condition 
that causes weak and broken 
bones. Also, pain and fatigue 
can keep women with lupus 
from getting physical activity. 
Staying active can help pre-
vent bone loss.

•Kidney disease. More than 
half of all people with lupus 
have kidney problems, called 
lupus nephritis.5 Kidney 
problems often begin within 
the fi rst fi ve years after lu-
pus symptoms start to appear. 
This is one of the more serious 
complications of lupus. Also, 
kidney infl ammation is not 
usually painful so you don’t 
know when it’s happening. 
That is why it’s important for 
people with lupus to get reg-
ular urine and blood tests for 
kidney disease. Treatment for 
lupus nephritis works best if 
caught early.

How does lupus affect wom-
en of color?

African-American women 
are three times more likely 
to get lupus than white wom-
en.6  Lupus is also more com-
mon in Hispanic, Asian, and 

Native American and Alaskan 
Native women.7

African-American and 
Hispanic women usually get 
lupus at a younger age and 
have more severe symptoms, 
including kidney problems, 
than women of other groups. 
African-Americans with lupus 
also have more problems with 
seizures, strokes, and danger-
ous swelling of the heart. His-
panic women with lupus also 
have more heart problems 
than women of other groups. 
Researchers think that genes 
play a role in how lupus af-
fects minority women.

What causes lupus?
Researchers are still study-

ing possible causes of lupus. 
We do know that lupus is not 
a disease you can catch from 
someone else. Genes play an 
important role but are not the 
only reason a person will get 
lupus. Even someone with 
one or more of the genes as-
sociated with lupus has only a 
small chance of actually get-
ting the disease. Researchers 
are studying possible causes 
such as:

•The environment. Sunlight, 
stress, smoking, certain medi-
cines, and viruses may trigger 
symptoms in people who are 
most likely to get lupus due to 
their genes.

•Hormones such as estro-
gen. Lupus is more common 
in women during their child-
bearing years when estrogen 
levels are highest.

•Problems with the immune 
system. 

Did we answer your ques-
tion about lupus?

For more information about 
lupus, call the OWH Helpline 
at 1-800-994-9662 or check 
out the following resources 
from other organizations:

•Lupus Nephritis — Infor-
mation from the National In-
stitute of Diabetes and Diges-
tive Diseases

•Understanding lupus  — 
Information from the Lupus 
Foundation of America

•What is Lupus? — Infor-
mation from the National In-
stitute of Arthritis and Muscu-
loskeletal and Skin Diseases 
in several languages, includ-
ing Spanish, Korean, and Chi-

nese
•What people with lupus 

need to know about osteopo-
rosis — Information from the 
National Institute of Arthritis 
and Musculoskeletal and Skin 
Diseases

Sources
1Lawrence, R.C., Felson, 

D.T., Helmick, C.G., Arnold, 
L.M., Choi, H., Deyo, R.A., 
et al, for the National Arthri-
tis Data Workgroup. (2008). 
Estimates of the prevalence 
of arthritis and other rheu-
matic conditions in the Unit-
ed States: Part II. Arthritis 
Rheum; 58(1):26–35.

2Helmick, C.G., Felson, 
D.T., Lawrence, R.C., Ga-
briel, S., Hirsch, R., Kwoh, 
C.K., et al, for the National 
Arthritis Data Workgroup. 
(2008). Estimates of the prev-
alence of arthritis and other 
rheumatic conditions in the 
United States: Part I. Arthritis 
Rheum; 58(1):15–25.

3Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. (2015). 
Systemic lupus erythematosus 
(SLE or lupus).

4Manzi, S, et al. (1997). 
Age-specifi c incidence rates 
of MI and angina in women 
with SLE: comparison with 
the Framingham Study. Am J 
Epidemiol; 145: 408-15.

5Lee, Y.H., Woo, J.H., 
Choi, S.J., Ji, J.D., Song, G.G. 
(2010). Induction and main-
tenance therapy for lupus ne-
phritis: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis. Lupus; 
19:703–710.

6Fernandez, M., Cal-
vo-Alen, J., Alarcon, G.S., 
et al. (2005). Systemic lupus 
erythematosus in a multi-
ethnic US cohort (LUMI-
NA): XXI. Disease activity, 
damage accrual, and vascu-
lar events in pre- and post-
menopausal women. Arthritis 
Rheum;52:1655–1664. 

7Dall’Era M. Chapter 21. 
Systemic lupus erythemato-
sus. In: Imboden JB, Hellman 
DB, Stone JH. (Eds). Current 
Rheumatology Diagnosis and 
Treatment. 3rd ed. New York, 
NY:McGraw-Hill; 2013. 

(Courtesy of womenshealth.
gov)

MoneyForLovedOnes.com
Final Expense Life Insurance

Get $5,000 to $50,000 Coverage!

Using a local fi nal expense
specialist can often mean getting

BETTER COVERAGE 
And/or

LOWER PREMIUMS!

FREE Walmart or
McDonald’s Gift Card!

(No purchase necessary)
Your local agent has now served Welch area residents for over 30 years!

Go to website for local agent’s name & phone number!
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(Cert. No. 3311158 Harold or 
Alcesta Wells)

To: THE ESTATE OF JOHN 
W KOZAR - PERSONAL 
SERVICE, THE ESTATE 
OF SHARON J KOZAR 
- PERSONAL SERVICE, 
THE ESTATE OF JOHN W 
KOZAR, THE ESTATE OF 
SHARON J KOZAR, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT ELKHORN  
MAP 10  PARCEL 0083 0000

You will take notice that 
Harold or Alcesta Wells, the 
purchaser of the following 
real estate, Certification 
No. 3311158, located in 
ELKHORN District, L51 
PCL 8 MAYBEURY which 
was returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
KOZAR JOHN W & SHARON 
J, and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
McDowell County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes on 
12/08/2022. Harold or Alcesta 
Wells requests that you be 
notified that a deed for such 
real estate will be made on or 
after 7/13/2023, as provided 
by law, unless before that 
day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount needed 
to redeem on or before 
7/13/2023 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
7/13/2023.            $314.36

 
Amount of subsequent 

years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 7/13/2023.       $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
7/13/2023.              $1054.37

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 7/13/2023.    

                                 $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.            $1368.73

You may redeem at any 
time before 7/13/2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
2/14/2023

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

McDowell County, State of 
West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 1-888-
509-6568 

2/28, 7, 14, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
FAMILY COURT OF 

MCDOWELL COUNTY, WV

Jessica Christina Payne,
PETITIONER, 

and

Jeremy Blankenship, 
RESPONDENT

THE OBJECT OF THIS 
SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A 
DIVORCE. 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
RESPONDENT: 

It appearing by affidavit 
filed in this action that Jeremy 
Blankenship is a non-resident 
of the State of West Virginia, it 
is hereby ordered that Jeremy 
Blankenship serve upon 
Jessica Christina Payne, 
Petitioner, whose address is 
5235 Rocketboys Dr, Squire, 
West Virginia, 24884, an 
Answer, including any related 
counterclaim or defense you 
may have to the Petition for 
Divorce filed in this action on 
or before February 28, 2023. 
If you fail to do so, thereafter 
judgment, upon proper 
hearing and trial, may be 
taken against you for the relief 
demand in the Petition. 

A copy of said Petition 
can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk at her 
office. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
said Court 1/13/23

Francine Spencer
Clerk of Court

2/28, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE AND 
INVITATION TO BID

The Stevens Correctional 
Center (MCDO) located at 
795 Virginia Ave., Welch, WV 
24801 is currently accepting 
sealed bids to stabilize and 
protect the foundation from 
further settlement and repair 
of a perimeter wall. Bids will 
be received util 20 March 
2023. 

Bids received after this 
date will not be considered. 

Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on 22 
March 2023 during the regular 
County Commission meeting, 
located at the Nation Guard 
Armory, Welch, WV 24801 at 
4 PM. Bidders are invited to 
attend the meeting but it is not 
a requirement. 

To set up an appointment 
to view the project, you can 
contact Louvinia Collins at 
304.436.5514. 

One (1) set of bid 
documents, including 
adequate liability and 
property damage insurance, 
proof of valid workers 
compensation coverage, 
warranty coverage and all 
other necessary certifications/
paper work (Non-Conflict 
of Interest Certification, 
Purchasing Affidavit, Drug 
Free Workplace Conformance 
Affidavit and Coversheet, 
Employment History 
Disclosure, Ethics Disclosure) 
shall be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope and marked 
visibly on the outside of the 
envelope “FOUNDATION 
REPAIR.” This envelope shall 
be addressed to Stevens 
Correctional Center, Attn: 
Louvinia Collins, 788 Virginia 
Ave. Welch, WV 24801. 

Stevens Correctional 
Center nor the McDowell 
County Commission will not 
be responsible in the event 
that the U.S. Postal Service or 
any other courier system fails 
to deliver the sealed bid to 
Stevens Correctional Center 
by the given deadline above. 
No bids will be accepted 
via facsimile or electronic 
submission. 

Stevens Correctional 
Center and the McDowell 
County Commission reserves 
the right to reject any or all 
bids, to waive irregularities or 
informalities in any or all bids 
and to accept any bid which 
is deemed to be in the best 
interest of the County. 

2/28, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(Cert. No. 3311159 
Harold or Alcesta Wells)

To: THE ESTATE OF JOHN 
W KOZAR - PERSONAL 
SERVICE, THE ESTATE 
OF SHARON J KOZAR 
- PERSONAL SERVICE, 
THE ESTATE OF JOHN W 
KOZAR, THE ESTATE OF 
SHARON J KOZAR, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT ELKHORN  
MAP 10  PARCEL 0084 0000

You will take notice that 
Harold or Alcesta Wells, the 
purchaser of the following 
real estate, Certification 
No. 3311159, located in 
ELKHORN District, L52 
PCL 8 MAYBEURY which 
was returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
KOZAR JOHN W & SHARON 
J, and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
McDowell County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes on 
12/08/2022. Harold or Alcesta 
Wells requests that you be 
notified that a deed for such 
real estate will be made on or 
after 7/13/2023, as provided 
by law, unless before that 
day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount needed 
to redeem on or before 
7/13/2023 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
7/13/2023.               $314.36

 
Amount of subsequent 

years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 7/13/2023.       $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
7/13/2023.              $1054.37

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 7/13/2023.    

                                 $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.            $1368.73

You may redeem at any 
time before 7/13/2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
2/14/2023

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

McDowell County, State of 
West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

2/28, 7, 14, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(Cert. No. 3311572 
Kennith Coleman)

To: LEONA ANN 
THOMPSON HAIRSTON 
- PERSONAL SERVICE, 
LEONA ANN THOMPSON 
HAIRSTON, MELBA 
ORTIZ, ATTRAL TYRONE 
HAIRSTON, SONJA 
BALDWIN PICKETT, 
CYNTHIA HUNTER, 
JEFFREY LEGREE 
HAIRSTON, VINCENT 
ARBON HAIRSTON, THEIR 
HEIRS AND ASSIGNS, 
or heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all 
known heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lien holders, 
co-owners, other parties 
having an undivided interest 
in the delinquent property, and 
other parties that may have 
any interest in the subject 
property. 

DISTRICT SANDY RIVER 
MAP 26  PARCEL 0006 0000

You will take notice 
that Kennith Coleman, the 
purchaser of the following 
real estate, Certification 
No. 3311572, located in 
SANDY RIVER District, L6 
PCL A FOUR POLE which 
was returned delinquent 
or nonentered in the name 
of HAIRSTON LEGREE, 
and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
McDowell County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes on 
12/08/2022. Kennith Coleman 
requests that you be notified 
that a deed for such real 
estate will be made on or after 
7/13/2023, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you 
redeem such real estate. The 
amount needed to redeem on 
or before 7/13/2023 will be as 
follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
7/13/2023.                $348.04

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 7/13/2023.     $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
7/13/2023.              $736.96

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 7/13/2023.     
                  $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.                                                                                   

             $1085.00

You may redeem at any 
time before 7/13/2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
2/10/2023

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

McDowell County, State of 
West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

2/21, 28, 7, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(2021-S-00000021 - 
McDowell County - ANGELA 
GRAHAM)

To: JOHNIE MACK 
MCPEAK, HIS HEIRS AND 
ASSIGNS, JOHNIE MACK 
MCPEAK C/O FRANKIE 
CAMPBELL ATTN: BURETTA 
CAMBELL, or heirs at 
law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT BROWNS 
CREEK  MAP 1  PARCEL 
0024 0000

You will take notice 
that ANGELA GRAHAM, 
the purchaser of the tax 
lien(s) following real estate, 
Certificate of Sale: 2021-
S-00000021, L10 SEC 
1 CARSWELL, located 
in BROWNS CREEK 
District, which was returned 
delinquent in the name of 
MCPEAK JOHNIE MARK, 
and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of McDowell County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on 21st day of October, 
2021, has requested that you 
be notified that a deed for 
such real estate will be made 
to him or her on or after April 
23, 2023, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you 
redeem such real estate. The 
amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, April 22, 2023 
will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
April 22, 2023.            
$402.75

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to April 22, 2023.       
$284.32

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest from 
January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to April 22, 
2023.              $625.85

Amount paid for other 
statutory costs with interest 
from following the sheriff’s 
sale to to April 22, 2023.    

                                 $43.57

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.            $1356.49

Cost of Certification of 
Redemption - cashier check, 
money order or certified check 
must be made payable to 
the The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.  
                $35.00

You may redeem at any 
time before April 22, 2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Return this letter and both 
certified funds to the

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 option 2

2/28, 7, 14, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(2021-S-00000022 - 
McDowell County - ANGELA 
GRAHAM)

To: JOHNIE MACK 
MCPEAK, JOHNIE MACK 
MCPEAK C/O FRANKIE 
CAMPBELL, JOHNIE MACK 
MCPEAK ATTN: BURETTA 
CAMBELL, or heirs at 
law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT BROWNS 
CREEK  MAP 1  PARCEL 

0025 0000

You will take notice 
that ANGELA GRAHAM, 
the purchaser of the tax 
lien(s) following real estate, 
Certificate of Sale: 2021-
S-00000022, L9 SEC 1 & 
L148 CARSWELL, located 
in BROWNS CREEK 
District, which was returned 
delinquent in the name of 
MCPEAK JOHNIE MARK, 
and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of McDowell County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on 21st day of October, 
2021, has requested that you 
be notified that a deed for 
such real estate will be made 
to him or her on or after April 
24, 2023, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you 
redeem such real estate. The 
amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, April 23, 2023 
will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
April 23, 2023.            $108.25

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to April 23, 2023.        
                                     $12.77

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest from 
January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to April 23, 
2023.              $636.95

Amount paid for other 
statutory costs with interest 
from following the sheriff’s 
sale to to April 23, 2023.    

                                 $177.14

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable James 
Muncy, Sheriff of McDowell 
County.               $935.11

Cost of Certification of 
Redemption - cashier check, 
money order or certified check 
must be made payable to 
the The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.  
                 $35.00

You may redeem at any 
time before April 23, 2023 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Return this letter and both 
certified funds to the

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 option 2

3/7, 14, 21, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MCDOWELL COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION,
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS,
Petitioner,

v. CASE NO.: 23-C-13
 PROJECT NO.: S324-16-6.50 00;
 STBG-0016(305)D
 PARCELS NOS.: 5-1 and 5-2

DARREN WILDE;
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, and
SUCCESSORS of MARY E. LUSK, deceased;
TINA REBECCA REMINES;
COLUMBIA GAS TRANSMISSION, LLC,
a Delaware limited liability company; and
MCDOWELL COUNTY SHERIFF/TREASURER;
Respondents. 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF HEARING

To the above-named Respondents and other lawful 
claimants: 

The object of the above-styled proceeding is to condemn 
certain property of the Respondents, or in which the 
Respondents have an interest, for public use as a part of the 
State Road System of West Virginia, as part of the Project 
“Newhall Arch #2,” designated as Project S324-16-6.50 00; 
STBG-0016(305)D, which will become part of the state road 
system under the control and jurisdiction of the Petitioner, 
pursuant to West Virginia Code Section 17-2A-8, will be used 
for public road purposes, will be maintained by DOH, and will 
be of benefit to the general public, the property proposed to be 
condemned being a part of Parcel No. 5-1 and a part of Parcel 
No. 5-2, as designated in the set of plans or maps for the project 
available for review in the Division of Highways offices of District 
10 located in Princeton, West Virginia. 

The property to be condemned for the purpose aforesaid is 
more particularly described as follows:

PARCEL 5-1 - NONCONTROLLED ACCESS RIGHT OF WAY

BEGINNING at a point in the eastern existing right of way 
line of WV Route 16 (Rocket Boys Dr.), said point being in the 
division line between Thelma Johnson, et al. and Darren Wilde, 
et al. and 19 feet radially left of relocated WV Route 16 (Rocket 
Boys Dr.) centerline at Station 103+54, Project S324-16-6.50 00, 
STBG-0016(305)D, McDowell County, West Virginia;

 thence, southeasterly, with said division line 8 feet, more or 
less, to a point in the eastern proposed noncontrolled access 
right of way line of relocated WV Route 16 (Rocket Boys Dr.), 
said point being 27 feet radially left of centerline at Station 
103+57;

 thence, southwesterly, with said proposed noncontrolled 
right of way line 26 feet, more or less, to a point 30 feet radially 
left of centerline at Station 103+78;

 thence, southwesterly, continuing with said proposed 
noncontrolled access right of way line 41 feet, more or less, to 
a point in the division line between Clinton Fields, et ux. and 
Darren Wilde, said point being 30 feet left of and at right angle to 
centerline at Station 104+18;

 thence, northwesterly, with said division line 10 feet, more or 
less, to a point in the existing right of way line, said point being 
20 feet left of and at right angle to centerline at Station 104+16;

 thence, northeasterly, meandering with said existing right of 
way line 67 feet, more or less, to the place of beginning and 
containing 614 square feet, more or less.

PARCEL 5-2 - TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT

BEGINNING at a point in the division line between Berwind 
Land Company and Darren Wilde, said point being in the 
western existing right of way line of WV Route 16 (Rocket Boys 
Dr.) and 41 feet radially right of relocated WV Route 16 (Rocket 
Boys Dr.) centerline at State 103+41, Project S324-16-6.50 00, 
STBG-0016(305)D, McDowell County, West Virginia;

 thence, southwesterly, meandering with said existing right of 
way line 36 feet, more or less, to a point 40 feet right of and at 
right angle to centerline at Station 103+90;

 thence, southeasterly, continuing with said existing right of 
way line 20 feet, more or less, to a point 20 feet right of and at 
right angle to centerline at Station 103+90;

 thence, southeasterly, continuing with said existing right of 
way line 221 feet, more or less, to a point in the division line 
between Clinton Fields, et ux. and Darren Wilde, said point 
being 20 feet right of and at right angle to centerline at Station 
104+10; 

 thence, northwesterly, with said division line 28 feet, more or 
less, to a point common to Clinton Fields, et ux., Berwind Land 
Company, and Darren Wilde, said point being 49 feet right of and 
at right angle to centerline at Station 104+06;

 thence, northeasterly, with said division line between 
Berwind Land Company and Darren Wilde 52 feet, more or less, 
to the place of beginning and containing 704 square feet, more 
or less. 

 Parcel 5-1 and Parcel 5-2 are portions of the same real 
estate conveyed unto Darren Wilde, from Russell Rollyson, Jr., 
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of 
McDowell County, West Virginia, by tax deed dated September 
28, of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission 
of McDowell County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 647, at Page 
505.

And it appearing that certain of the aforesaid named 
Respondents may reside outside the State of West Virginia 
and/or that the identity and addresses of certain named 
Respondents are unknown to the Petitioner, said Respondents 
are hereby notified that the above-styled condemnation 
proceeding was instituted in this Court on or about March 2, 
2023, to take and appropriate for the purposes aforesaid, upon 
payment of just compensation, the above-described property 
in which the above-named Respondents may have an interest. 
You are required to serve your answer within thirty (30) days; if 
you fail to do so, judgment by default may be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in the Petition, and you will thereafter 
be barred from asserting in another action any claim you may 
have which may be asserted by counterclaim in the above-
styled civil action. Further, after service upon you by publication 
in the manner prescribed by law, a hearing may be scheduled 
in this Court for the appointment of Commissioners to determine 
just compensation for the land taken and for damages to the 
residue, if any, and for all other proceedings to be held and had 
as may be proper, at which hearing you may appear to protect 
your interests in the property. 

The above-named Respondents are hereby notified:
1.  that the above-styled condemnation proceeding was 

instituted in the Circuit Court of McDowell County on or about 
March 2, 2023, to take and appropriate the above-described 
property for the purposes aforesaid;

2. that you may serve upon James E. Garvin, Esq., West 
Virginia Division of Highways, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, 
Building 5, Room A-517, Charleston, West Virginia, 25305, an 
answer to the Petition filed herein;

3. that a copy of the Petition may be obtained from the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of McDowell County, West Virginia; 

4. that a hearing to determine the right of the Petitioner to 
take, appropriate and use the above-described land will be held 
on the 20th of April, 2023 at 1:00 p.m., before the Honorable 
Judge Edward Kornish, of McDowell County, via Microsoft 
TEAMS, or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard;

5. that Land Commissioners may be selected, whose 
purpose will be to determine just compensation for the land 
proposed to be taken and for damages, if any, to the residue; 
and

6. that any other proceedings may be held and had as may 
be proper, at which time and place you, and each of you, are 
hereby notified to be present to protect your interests in said 
proceeding. 

Dated this 2nd day of March, 2023. 

ATTEST: 

Francine Spencer, Clerk
Circuit Court of McDowell County, West Virginia

3/7, 14, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

By Matt Young, 
WV Press Association

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The 
Senate Judiciary Committee, on 
Thursday, advanced five pieces of 
legislation, including the “Motorsports 
Responsibility Act,” and the creation of 
requirements regarding aerial drones. 

First on the committee’s agenda was 
consideration of HB 3448. 

As explained by Senate Counsel Hank 
Hager, “The purpose of the bill is to 
allow the Supreme Court’s Division 
of Probation Services to hire people 
to conduct field training for probation 
officers, current and trainees, and to 
give the Field Training Officer the same 
powers as a Probation Officer while 
performing his or her duties.”

With no questions asked or discussion 
raised, HB 3448 was approved by the 
committee and reported to the full Senate 
with a recommendation of passage. 

Senate Judiciary Considers Aerial Drones, Advances 
Five Bills

Next before the committee was HB 
2569 – establishing the “Motorsports 
Responsibility Act,”

As explained by Senate Minority 
Counsel Mindy Parsley, “The 
bill identifies the purpose of the 
(Motorsports Responsibility) Act, 
recognizing that motorsports services 
contribute significantly to West 
Virginia’s economy, but pose inherent 
risks for participants.”

Parsley noted that the bill outlines 
the responsibilities associated with the 
operation of a motorsports vehicle, 
adding that the operator of any such 
vehicle assumes 100% of the liability for 
damage or injury should those outlined 
responsibilities be ignored. 

Joining the committee virtually to 
speak in favor of the bill was Tom Deary, 
a self-described “ambassador of the 
performance racing industry,” who said, 
“What this bill does is certainly going to 
put West Virginia on the leading point.”

At the conclusion of Deary’s remarks, 
Sen. Mike Woelfel, D-Cabell, said, 
“This is the kind of civil justice reform 
that we need, and that I’m always going 
to support. It does away with ‘sue and 
settle’ type lawsuits, or somebody trying 
to shake somebody down for some 
money when there shouldn’t even be a 
potential claim there.”

HB 2569 was then approved by the 
committee. The next item of business 
was HB 3499, which seeks to “permit 
joint tenancy with rights of survivorship 
when transfer on death deeds specify a 
joint tenancy with right of survivorship.”

As explained by counsel, “What 
(HB 3499) does is permit ‘transfer 
on death’ deeds – that is a deed that 
involves property. When the owner of 

the property dies, 
it automatically 
tranfers to another 
individual.”

Counsel noted 
that current law 
does not allow 
these transfers 
to occur using 
the “joint right 
of survivorship.” 

Transfers must be done as a “tenancy in 
common.”

“The tenancy in common is, if you 
own property with another individual, 
you own a percentage of it and you can 
transfer that percentage at any time,” 
Counsel further explained. “With a joint 
right of survivorship what happens is 
that, if you die, your interest immediately 
transfers to the other individual who 
shares ownership of the property.”

“(The bill) simply says that if the 
transfer on death deed specifies that it 
transfers your interest to another person 
with a joint right of survivorship, then 
that is permitted,” Counsel added.

In the event that property has multiple 
owners, according to counsel, the 
transfer on death deed is nullified and 
ownership is transferred to the individual 
with tenancy in common. 

A proposed amendment by Sen. 
Laura Chapman, R-Ohio, clarifying 
that the changes made by the bill are 
not retroactive was adopted by the 
committee prior to their advancing HB 
3499 to the full Senate.

The discussion surrounding HB 
3479, which calls for the creation of 
“requirements for use of unmanned 
aerial vehicles (drones),” was next for 
the committee, and lasted nearly 45 
minutes. 

The purpose of the bill is to regulate 
aerial drone use in areas designated as 
“critical infrastructure,” or to be used in 
such a way as to invade an individual 
or business’s “reasonable expectation 
of privacy.” The bill makes exceptions 
for law enforcement, as well as 
“licensed and accredited news gathering 
organizations” operating drones at a 
minimum of 400 feet above ground. 

“The 400 feet designation comes 
from the fact that most commercially 
available drones have a restriction that 
doesn’t let them fly more than 400 feet 
from their point of take off,” Counsel 
explained. 

Sen. Mike Stuart, R-Kanawha, was 
the first to question counsel, asking, 
“What is an accredited new organization 
– so no fake news organizations?”

According to 
counsel, there is no 

definition for a “licensed and accredited 
news organization” within the bill, 
adding that “the objective is to say your 
local television station.” 

“We’re certainly giving those who 
would get the protection of that (First) 
Amendment an area of attack later,” 
Stuart replied. “And perhaps rightfully 
so.”

On hand to answer questions was the 
bill’s sponsor, Del. Bob Fehrenbacher, 
R-Wood. In response to a question from 
Sen. Chapman regarding the exclusion 
of “citizen journalists” from the bill’s 
exceptions, Fehrenbacher said, “My 
concern about that is potential claims 
of someone who might decide to do 
something and claim to be a citizen 
journalist.”

“My concern would be that ‘citizen 
journalist’ can be very expansive,” 
Fehrenbacher noted.

Chapman disagreed, saying, “The First 
Amendment is the First Amendment.

“I don’t want to prohibit people who 
are journalists,” Chapman added, “Even 
if they aren’t mainstream journalists.”

After discussion regarding the 
bill, Chapman proposed her second 
amendment of the day – one which 
would remove the language “licensed 
and accredited” when referring to a 
“news gathering organization.” Much 
as with her first, Chapman’s second 
proposed amendment was approved by 
the committee prior to their adoption of 
the bill. HB 3479 will now be referred to 
the full Senate. 

The final bill before the committee 
was HB 3188, which seeks to establish 
an alert system for missing cognitively 
impaired persons. Similar in design to 
current “amber” and “silver” alerts, 
the bill calls for the creation of a new 
“purple” alert which would assist with 
the location of cognitively impaired 
persons who do not otherwise fall into 
an existing alert category.

HB 3188 was adopted by the 
committee, and will now be referred to 
the full Senate with the recommendation 
of passage. 
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(continued from Page 2)

Legal Notices  may be submitted for publication by 
email: welchnews@ frontiernet.net; 

or by mail or hand at 125 Wyoming St., Welch, WV 
24801.  

The deadline for legal notices is Friday each week by 
1 p.m.

 Notice is hereby given that CONSOL MINING COMPANY LLC, 275 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE, SUITE 101, CANONSBURG, PA 
15317 has submitted an application to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, 
WV, 25840. 

This application has been submitted for:  Transfer, assignment or sale on Permit No(s). U300419 from WEST VIRGINIA 
PROPERTIES, INC., PO BOX 1603, WELCH, WV 24801.

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall identify the applicant and application number and be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above.  Comments received by April 6, 2023, or thirty (30) days from 
date of publication, will be considered.

A copy of the application will be available until April 6, 2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication in the DEP Regional Office 
located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm.

The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465

3/7, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that WEST VIRGINIA PROPERTIES, INC., PO BOX 1603, WELCH, WV 24801 filed an application with 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 for extension of inactive 
status on Permit No. O004284 located near Caretta in Big Creek District of McDowell County. 

Written comments on this application shall identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Inspection 
and Enforcement Supervisor at the DEP address above until April 6, 2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication. 

A copy of the request will be available until April 6, 2023, or thirty (30) days from date of publication in the DEP Regional Office 
located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm. 

The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465
3/7, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that MID-VOL COAL SALES, INC., 640 CLOVER DEW DAIRY RD, PRINCETON, WV 24739 has a 
permit on file with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface mining of approximately 106.19 acres and has 
submitted an application to the DEP, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number 
O009083 to operate an existing haulroad in the N/A seam of coal. 

The operation is discharging into Indian Grave Branch, Mill Branch, Loop Branch, Belcher Branch, and Dan’s Branch of/and 
Coalbank Branch of and Elkhorn Creek of Tug Fork River of Big Sandy River and is located 1.5 miles, southeast of Eckman in 
Browns Creek, Elkhorn and Adkin Districts of McDowell County, Longitude 81º 26’ 8” and Latitude 37º 24’ 4” (Coordinates from 
USGS Topographic Map). 

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Montana Sky  P.O. Box 354, Williamstown, WV 26187

*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739

*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739

Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Imperial Resources, LLC 640 Clover Dew Dairy Road, Princeton, WV 24739
Montana Sky  P.O. Box 354, Williamstown, WV 26187

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until April 27th, 2023, or thirty (30) days 
from the date of final publication. A copy of the application will be available for review until April 27th, 2023, or thirty (30) days from 
the date of final publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm. 

The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone Number: 304-574-4465
Permit Number: O009083

3/7, 14, 21, 28, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Division of Highways 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways through the Bid 
Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received at its office 
in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until March 28, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern 
Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following 
project(s): 

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project  Description 
005 2021000703R1 S390-STR/IP-23 00 STP-2023(109)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    ROADWAY STRIPING
    DISTRICT WIDE
    COUNTY: MCDOWELL, MERCER, OTHER, RALEIGH, WYOMING

DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON 
FORM IN PROPOSAL.

REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects 
a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. 
All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% 
of the total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of renewing 
such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be 
available on www.bidx.com. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure 
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national 
origin in consideration for an award. 

3/7, 14, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

to determine if a driver had used a 
smartwatch. 

For further clarification, Senator 
Robert Karnes, R-Randolph, asked if 
any built-in vehicle equipment, like a 
dashboard GPS device, would be able 
to be used by a driver under this bill. 

Counsel responded that built-in 
equipment does not fall under purview 
of this bill, and could be used. However, 
she noted that if a driver is using the 
device in a manner that causes them to 
be distracted, or in a manner other than 
“hands-free,” they could be cited for 
distracted driving. 

The strike-and-insert amendments 
included in the engrossed committee 
substitute will be referred to as the 
“Robin W. Ames Memorial Act.” 

As explained by Karrah Ames, 
who testified during the meeting, her 
husband, Robin, was struck and killed 
by a distracted driver in 2020 as he 
was cycling near his home in Preston 
County. 

Ames stated that the driver 
“admitted” to checking the weather on 
her phone just before she struck Robin 
Ames. 

“I implore you to please look at this as 
a necessary safety tactic for drivers, for 
pedestrians, for cyclists, for anybody 
out there on the road,” Ames said. “I 

can’t begin to tell you all the wonderful 
things my husband has missed in these 
last three years.” 

“Something has to be done,” she 
concluded. 

Jill Rice, president of the West 
Virginia Insurance Federation, testified 
that the bill is designed to address 
situations like Karrah Ames found 
herself in. 

She cited a study which noted that 
“drivers take their eyes off the road 
on average 13 times per day for six 
seconds at a time, driving at 45 miles 
per hour.” 

“This is equivalent to traveling the 
length of a football field,” Rice said, 
adding that this bill does allow drivers 
to single-touch or swipe their phone 
and use Bluetooth. It does not prevent 
passengers from using their devices. 

Delegate Steve Westfall, R-Jackson, 
sponsor of the bill, testified that the 
law currently states that a driver cannot 
text or talk, but “that’s pretty much it.” 

“I think it’s a very important bill,” 
Westfall said. “I think it gets this in 
code, I believe, with 34 other states 
that have passed this.” 

“If you don’t have the time to pull 
over to put an address in your phone, 
you are in too big of a hurry, in my 
opinion,” Westfall said.

The engrossed committee substitute, 
with strike-and-insert amendments, 
of HB 2218 is now headed before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee for further 
consideration. 

The committee also advanced 
engrossed HB 2310, with a strike-and-
insert amendment, which would give the 

Division of Motor Vehicles authority 
to develop an “Antique Fleet” program 
for those who own five or more antique 
motor vehicles. As the bill is written, 
the owner may use a single registration 
plate for each vehicle. 

This bill is now headed to the full 
Senate for consideration.  

Senate Committee Advances ‘Electronically 
Distracted Driving Act’



Dear Savvy Senior,
What are the symptoms of thyroid disease? I’ve been 

dealing with a number of health issues over the past few 
years, and a friend of mine recently suggested I get my 
thyroid checked because it might be causing my prob-
lems. 

Almost 66

Dear Almost,
If your thyroid is out of whack, it can cause a number 

of health issues that can be tricky to detect because the 
symptoms often resemble other age-related health prob-
lems. In fact, as many as 30 million Americans have some 
form of thyroid disorder, but more than half aren’t aware 
of it. 

What to Know
The thyroid is a small butterfly-shaped gland located at 

the base of your neck that has a huge job. It produces 
hormones (called T3 and T4) that help regulate the rate of 
many of your body’s activities, from how quickly you burn 
calories to how fast your heart beats. It also influences the 
function of the brain, liver, kidneys and skin. 

If the gland is underactive and doesn’t produce enough 
thyroid hormones, it causes body systems to slow down. 
If it’s overactive, and churns out too much thyroid, it has 
the opposite effect, speeding up the body’s processes. 

The symptoms for an underactive thyroid (also known 
as hypothyroidism) – the most common thyroid disorder 
in older adults – will vary but may include fatigue and 
weakness, unexplained weight gain, increased sensitivity 
to cold, constipation, joint pain, a puffy face, hoarseness, 
thinning hair, muscle stiffness, dry skin and depression. 
Some patients may even develop an enlarged thyroid 
(goiter) at the base of the neck. However, in older adults, it 
can cause other symptoms like memory impairment, loss 
of appetite, weight loss, falls or even incontinence.

And the symptoms of an overactive thyroid (or hyperthy-
roidism) may include a rapid heart rate, anxiety, irritability, 
fatigue, insomnia, increased appetite, weight loss, trem-

Could You Have a Thyroid 
Problem and Not Know It? 

ors of the hand, frequent bowel movements, sweating, 
as well as an enlarged thyroid gland. Too much thyroid 
can also cause atrial fibrillation, affect blood pressure 
and decrease bone density, which increases the risk of 
osteoporosis. 

Those with the greatest risk of developing thyroid 
disorders are women who have a family history of the 
disease. Other factors that can trigger thyroid prob-
lems include: autoimmune diseases like Hashimoto’s or 
Graves disease; thyroid surgery; radiation treatments 
to the neck or upper chest; and certain medications in-
cluding interferon alpha and interleukin-2 cancer med-
ications, amiodarone heart medication and lithium for 
bipolar disorder.

Get Tested
If you have any of the aforementioned symptoms, or if 

you’ve had previous thyroid problems or notice a lump 
in the base of your neck, ask your doctor to check your 
thyroid levels. The TSH (thyroid-stimulating hormone) 
blood test is used to diagnosis thyroid disorders but de-
pending on what they find, additional blood tests may 
be necessary.

If you are diagnosed with a thyroid problem, it’s easily 
treated. Standard treatment for hypothyroidism involves 
daily use of the synthetic thyroid hormone levothyrox-
ine (Levothroid, Synthroid and others), which is an oral 
medication that restores adequate hormone levels. 

And treatments for hyperthyroidism may include an 
anti-thyroid medication such as methimazole and pro-
pylthioracil, which blocks the production of thyroid hor-
mones. Another option is radioactive iodine, which is 
taken orally and destroys the overactive thyroid cells 
and causes the gland to shrink. But this can leave the 
thyroid unable to produce any hormone and it’s likely 
that you’ll eventually become hypothyroid and need to 
start taking thyroid medication. 

For more information on thyroid disorders, visit the 
American Thyroid Association at Thyroid.org.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. 
Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Page 8 • The Welch News•Tuesday, March 7th, 2023


